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News | Miracle of Notre-Dame 


Firefighters’ 


Billionaires and 
businesses donate 
to restoration fund 
as Queen sends 
message of support 


Peter Allen in Paris, Jonathan Prynn 
and Isobel Frodsham 





MORE than £300 million was today 
pledged to the restoration of the fire- 
ravaged Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris 
as France gave thanks for the “miracle” 
that spared much of the building and 
many of its priceless treasures. 

Huge donations were made by two 
French billionaires and an oil giant 
after the blaze ripped through the 850- 
year-old Gothic masterpiece on the 
Seine, raising fears that it could be 
completely destroyed. 

But as a team of 400 firefighters 
doused the last of the flames, which 
had gutted the landmark’s medieval 
roof and toppled the spire, it became 
clear that most of the contents had 
escaped destruction. 

André Finot, official spokesman for 
Notre-Dame, said the cathedral’s trio 
of vast stained glass “rose windows” had 
somehow survived the inferno. 

He told French broadcaster BFM 
Paris: “From what I could see, the 
stained glass had not been touched, the 
three beautiful roses that date back to 
the 12th and 13th centuries were still 
there... it’s a bit of a miracle, we are 
very relieved.” 

Mr Finot, who was able to enter the 
nave of the cathedral during the early 
hours this morning, also confirmed that 
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standard.co.uk/notredame 
the huge 18th-century organ had 
escaped the flames. He said: “The organ 
has not been burned at all. It has suf- 
fered some damage because of the 
strong pressure of the water.” 

The two bell towers immortalised in 
Victor Hugo’s novel The Hunchback Of 
Notre Dame and the stonework of the 
420ft-long nave were also left relatively 
intact. An image of the golden cross on 
the altar, illuminated by a shaft of light, 
symbolised Notre-Dame’s escape from 
total devastation. 

The remarkable details came as it 
emerged that: 

@ One of Notre-Dame’s holiest relics, 
the crown of thorns claimed to have 
been placed on Christ’s head at the 
crucifixion, was rescued by the chaplain 
of the Paris fire brigade who went into 
the burning cathedral to save it, along 
with the Blessed Sacrament. 

@ Firefighters formed a “human chain” 
to pull some of the landmark’s most 
precious artworks and religious objects 
to safety during the nine-hour battle to 
put out the fire. 

@ A 328ft crane was used to take 16 
copper statues from the roof. All were 
saved. 

@ The Paris fire brigade reported that 
two police officers and one firefighter 
had suffered “non-life-threatening” 
injuries while tackling the blaze. 

@ Paris prosecutors launched an 









inquiry and detectives began interview- 
ing restorers who were carrying out 
work on the spire that was suspected 
of being the source of the blaze. 
@ Culture minister Franck Riester said 
some artworks could be transferred to 
the Louvre museum nearby. 
@ The Queen sent a message of support 
to the French people, saying she and 
Prince Philip were “deeply saddened”. 
President Emmanuel Macron, who 
has suspended his campaign for the 
European elections, launched a national 
fundraising initiative to return the 
cathedral to its former glory and called 
on the world’s “greatest talents” to help. 
French tycoon Francois-Henri Pinault, 





“Tragic reminder’ 





Benedict Moore-Bridger 


THE Notre-Dame fire is a warning of 
the urgent need to renovate the crum- 
bling Palace of Westminster and protect 
Britain’s historic architectural treas- 
ures, MPs said today. 

Parliament’s multi-billion-pound res- 
toration programme is not due to begin 
until the mid-2020s at the earliest. Fire 
wardens patrol the grounds 24 hours a 
day, frequently putting out small fires. 

The Palace of Westminster caught fire 
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collapsed roof as crews tackle the blaze. Right, 
one of the stained-glass rose windows that 
survived despite the roof caving in. Left, Fran¢ois- 
Henri Pinault, with wife Salma Hayek, and 
Bernard Arnault, who have made donations 


who is married to Hollywood actress 
Salma Hayek, was the first to make a 
donation, pledging €100 million 
(£86 million) towards the rebuilding. 

Speaking to BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme, the businessman said he 
expects others to follow suit as “it has 
to be a collective endeavour”. 

Mr Pinault said the money, which is 
from his family’s personal wealth and 
not his retail empire Kering, comes 
with no strings attached or “owner- 
ship” as to howit is used. 

He was followed by multi-billionaire 
Bernard Arnault, head of the LVMH 
luxury goods empire, who said he would 
give €200 million (£172 million). Ina 





statement the company said: 
“The Arnault family and the 
LVMH group, in solidarity with 
this national tragedy, are associ- 
ated with the reconstruction of 
this extraordinary cathedral, 
symbol of France, its heritage 
and its unity. 

“In the meantime, the LVMH 
Group puts at the disposal of 
the state and the concerned 
authorities all its teams, crea- 
tive, architectural, financial, to 
help the long work of recon- 
struction on the one hand, and 
of fundraising on the other 
hand.” The restoration fund 








of the risks to crumbling Palace of Westminster 


40 times between 2008 and 2012 alone. 
Its maze of shafts, ducts and corridors 
means any fire, if it took hold, could 
spread rapidly. 

Meg Hillier, Labour MP and chairman 
of the Public Accounts Committee, said 
the devastation in Paris — and previous 
fires at Windsor Castle and York Min- 
ster — were a “tragic reminder of the 
risks”. 

She added: “It is a wake-up call — we 
cannot keep putting this off. It is just 
not a safe building... Every day I go in, 


I think, ‘Could today be the day?’ There 
is only so long you can not fix the roof 
on your house. We are way beyond the 
patching up stage.” 

Labour MP Chris Bryant said: “Parts 
of the Palace are as old as Notre-Dame 
and we must make sure that every fire 
precaution is taken as the major work 
goes ahead. God knows we’ve had 
enough warnings.” 

Outgoing Lords chief David Leakey, 
who stood down as Black Rod last year, 
said: “Notre-Dame puts more pressure 


on politicians to do what is necessary 
to save the building. They have had the 
wake-up call, the question is how regu- 
larly the snooze button can be hit.” 

Aspokesman for Westminster Abbey 
said that in a recent exercise two fire 
engines arrived within five minutes of 
an alarm, “quickly followed by others 
from all over London”. He added: “The 
Abbey’s Beadles [full-time security 
staff] are all fully trained in fire proce- 
dures and also work very closely with 
the London Fire Brigade.” 
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swelled again with a €100 million 
pledge from French oil and gas 
company Total. 

European Council president 
Donald Tusk called on the bloc’s 
members to help France rebuild 
Notre-Dame, saying the site in 
Paris is a symbol of what binds 
Europe together. 

The Pope tweeted: “Today we 
unite in prayer with the people of 
France, as we wait for the sorrow 
inflicted by the serious damage to 
be transformed into hope with 
reconstruction.” 

Hundreds of tourists were inside 
the cathedral when the fire broke 
out yesterday at 6.30pm, but all were 
safely evacuated within minutes. 

The inquiry into the cause of the fire 
is focused on Le Bras Fréres, a company 
based in Jarny, north-eastern France. It 
is highly respected and last year fin- 
ished a major restoration programme 
of Reims Cathedral in eastern France. 

Some of its 200 specialist employees 
were working on the wooden and lead 
spire of Notre-Dame. 

“Many of these restorers were inter- 
viewed over night,” said a source close 
to the investigation. “The fear is that a 
small fire began in the roof where they 
were working, and quickly spread.” 
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human chain to save treasures 





“No fear”: Father Fournier, top, 
and the prized relic he retrieved 


Chaplain who 

helped Bataclan 
victims rescued 
crown of thorns 





Peter Allen 


A FRENCH priest who comforted 
the wounded after the Bataclan 
massacre and survived an ambush 
in Afghanistan emerged today as a 
hero of the Notre-Dame fire. 

Jean-Marc Fournier, chaplain of the 
Paris Fire Brigade, saved one of the 
cathedral’s holiest relics, the crown 
of thorns said to have been placed 
on Christ’s head at the crucifixion, 
and the Blessed Sacrament. 

It was feared that both would be 
lost, but Father Fournier entered the 
blazing cathedral with firefighters 
and ensured they were taken to 
safety. An emergency services source 
called him “an absolute hero”. 

The source said the priest “made 
straight for the relics inside the 
cathedral, and made sure they were 
saved. He deals with life and death 
every day, and shows no fear.” 

Father Fournier went to the Bata- 
clan music venue in Paris on 
November 13, 2015, after Islamic 
State terrorists killed 89 people 
using guns and explosives. He 
prayed over the dead, and com- 
forted those who were injured or 
had lost loved ones. 

“I gave collective absolution, as the 
Catholic Church authorises me,” he 
said at the time. 

Father Fournier, who is in his fif- 
ties, started his career as a priest in 
Germany, and then moved to the 
Sarthe department of France. 

He joined the Armed Forces 
diocese in 2004, spending seven 
years working with the army all over 
the world. In Afghanistan he was 
caught up in an ambush in which 10 
soldiers were killed. 

Father Fournier said: “On my first 
trip to Afghanistan, I was seized by 
fear — everything I saw could poten- 
tially be dangerous, as we had 
learned during training courses.” 
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US speaker Pelosi kills 
Brexiteer myth of swift 
American trade deal 


‘No chance whatsoever if it threatens peace in Northern Ireland 





Joe Murphy 
Political Editor 


ONE of America’s most senior politi- 
cians has shattered Brexiteer claims 
that Britain can stroll into a valuable 
trade deal with Donald Trump after 
leaving the European Union. 

Nancy Pelosi, the Democratic speaker 
of the House of Representatives, said 
there was “no chance whatsoever” of a 
free trade agreement if it risked under- 
mining the Good Friday Agreement. 

MPs welcomed her warning as slaying 
a “unicorn” claim of Brexit backers that 
international trade deals would make 
up for lost trade with the EU. 

Nicky Morgan, chairwoman of the 
Commons Treasury committee, said: 
“Nancy Pelosi’s comments make it clear 
that any Brexiteer whose views and 
actions put at risk peace in Ireland is 
unlikely to secure a trade deal between 
the UK and the US.” 

John Bolton, the US president’s 
national security adviser, has said the 
UK will be “top of the queue” for a trade 
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deal with the US. Trade Secretary Liam 
Fox, a leading Brexiteer, said last July 
that US-UK trade could rise by £40 bil- 
lion a year by 2030 after Brexit. 

But former attorney general Dominic 
Grieve said: “Nancy Pelosi spelled out 
some home truths that if the UK 
chooses to ignore its international obli- 
gations, other countries will notice. 

“If we are doing trade deals with third 
countries, that will inevitably have a 
bearing on the goods flowing to and 
from Ireland, so these things really do 
matter.” 

Mrs Pelosi spoke out last night to a 
packed lecture theatre at the London 
School of Economics. She warned that 
the Good Friday Agreement, which 
underpins peace in Northern Ireland, 
could not be “bargained away in another 
agreement”. 

She pointed out that any trade bill 
would require the backing of Congress, 
and that would not be guaranteed if the 
House believed it would lead to a 
renewal of the Troubles. “First of all it 
is very hard to pass a trade bill in the 
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Congress of the United States, so it’s no 
given anyway,’ she said. “But if there 
were any weakening of the Good Friday 
accords there would be no chance what- 
soever, anon-starter, fora US-UK trade 
agreement.” 

Mrs Pelosi added: “The Good Friday 
accords ended 700 years of conflict. 
This is not a treaty only — it’s an ideal, 
it’s avalue, it’s something that’s amodel 
to the world, something that we all take 
pride in. 

“It was a model and other people have 
used it as a model and we don’t want 
that model to be something that can be 
bargained away in another agree- 
ment.” 

Mrs Pelosi, who was travelling to Ire- 
land today, met Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn and senior Tories while in Lon- 
don and spoke to Prime Minister 
Theresa May on the phone. She said: 
“We made it clear to all that if there’s 
any harm to the Good Friday accords 
— no trade treaty.” 
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Tough talk: 
Nancy Pelosi 
made the 
discussion at the 
London School 
of Economics 
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VIDEO REVEALS MP DID MAKE ANTI-ZIONIST TIRADE 





A LEADING shadow asked the MP if he had said 

cabinet member was @ “Zionism is the enemy of 

today accused of ‘ \e peace.” He claimed that he 

falsely denying he told — “didn’t say that” and “that’s 

ameeting: “Zionismis not my view”. 

the enemy of peace.” j mf " His Commons office did 
Shadow justice Well! didntimake those pS not respond when contacted 






secretary Richard 
Burgon repeatedly denied he 
had used the words but video 
footage revealed by the Guido 
Fawkes website today appeared 
to show him making the comment at 
a 2014 meeting. 

It showed Mr Burgon telling the 
audience: “The enemy of the 


Ta ) by the Standard today. 

The enemy of, a. Labour Friends of Israel 
tinian people are PATER director Jennifer Gerber 

: said Mr Burgon had 

“deployed half-denials and weasel 

words to escape responsibility for his 

appalling suggestion” and called on 

him to apologise. 


Palestinian people are Zionists and 
Zionism is the enemy of peace and 
the enemy of the Palestinian people.” 
On the BBC’s Daily Politics Show in 
March 2018 presenter Andrew Neil 


Joe Murphy 











EXCLUSIVE 
Joe Murphy 





THE Commons will get a new vote on 
a customs union in a few weeks in order 
to try to break the Brexit deadlock, amid 
warnings that Theresa May’s Conserv- 
atives are walking into a “wipe-out” in 
the European elections. 

Veteran MP Frank Field told the 
Standard that he plans to move a 
motion with the Father of the House, 
Kenneth Clarke, to show that asmooth 
trading bloc is a solution that com- 
mands cross-party support. 

Mr Field said a backbencher-led move 
would also get Mrs May and Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn “off the hook” of 
having to sign a formal compromise 
deal that could trigger civil war in their 
parties. 

“I think if it comes from the back- 
benches, neither of the party leaders 
can be accused of dividing their parties. 
I would be confident of getting it 
through,” he said. 

Mr Corbyn said Mrs May was under 
pressure from Conservative MPs not 
to compromise. “The Government 
doesn’t appear to be shifting the red 
lines because they’ve got a pressure in 
the Tory party that wants to turn this 
country into a deregulated, low-tax 
society which will do a deal with 
Trump,” he said in Lancashire 

Mr Field’s move came as polls showed 
Tory support plunging following Mrs 
May’s decision to allow European elec- 
tions to go ahead if she fails to get her 
thrice-rejected withdrawal agreement 
through the Commons. 

A YouGov survey found the Tories 
down to 28 per cent in Westminster 
elections and 16 per cent in the Euro- 
pean contest. 

The threat to the Conservatives was 
even cited in the European Parliament 
today as a factor that could “save” the 
EU from the “poison” of the Brexit 
shambles by forcing Mrs May to rip up 
her red lines and accept a compromise. 
Senior MEP Guy Verhofstadt criticised 


May’s Brexit crisis | News 


MPs to be given fresh vote 
on customs union as Tories 
face Euro election ‘wipe-out’ 











Friends in Strasbourg: Brexit Party leader Nigel Farage and 
European Commission president Jean-Claude Juncker today 


the delay to Brexit, saying: “The pres- 
sure to come to a cross-party agreement 
over Brexit is now gone. 

“The proof of this? The first thing the 
House of Commons did after last week’s 
extension was to go on holiday.” 

He went on to warn: “I fear most of all 
that it will import the Brexit mess into 
the European Union. And moreover 
that it will poison the upcoming Euro- 
pean election.” 

Mr Verhofstadt, who has clashed bit- 
terly with Brexit Party leader Nigel 
Farage, continued: “Never thought I 
would say this but maybe it will be 
Farage who can deliver a cross-party 
agreement as Labour and Conserva- 
tives risk to be wiped out during the EU 
elections.” 

Mr Farage boasted to the European 
Parliament: “The Brexit Party will sweep 
the board in these elections.” 

He said that if Mrs May and Mr Corbyn 
reached a deal to cancel the election, 
his party would instead “win the general 
election because the betrayal will be so 
complete and utter”. 


@ Former Tory Nick 
Boles, who helped 
prevent a no-deal 
Brexit, today revealed 
that he is likely to 
stand down as an MP, 
saying: “This is my 
swansong, I’m on my 
way out.” 

Mr Boles, who quit 
the party this month, 
told The House 
magazine he will 
probably leave 
Parliament at the 
next election. 

“I’m not in the 
market for becoming 
a Conservative 
again,” he said, 
adding that could 
change if Ruth 
Davidson became 
leader. 








The monthly price shown will increase from March every year by the Retail Price Index rate of inflation published in January that year. See ee.co.uk/increase for details. 
Introductory Offer ends 30 April 2019. Available to new customers. 24 month minimum term. £58/month with £10 upfront cost for 60GB of data. The upfront cost you pay for the device applies as you are agreeing to a 24 month plan at the monthly cost shown. 60GB for the price 
of 20GB: Available until 30.04.19 to new customers joining on a Max plan with a Huawei P30 Pro 128GB, usually £58/month for 20GB with a £10 upfront cost. Includes our fastest speeds, plus access to the BT Sport app on your mobile/tablet. Subject to credit check. Monthly 
charges assume online billing. Data allowance can be used in UK & EU/EEA. 15GB data fair use policy applies outside the UK. See ee.co.uk/terms for countries and details. See ee.co.uk/prices for the EE Price Guide for a detailed list of service charges and other charges outside 
of your allowance. You own device 6 months from plan start date. Personal use only. Amazon Prime Video: Available to 4GEE pay monthly customers until 11.09.19 (excludes Business Connect customers). Subject to credit check. Prime Video for 6 months and for 6 months data 
used whilst streaming content on Prime Video will not decrement from your plan's data allowance whilst in the countries covered by your plan. Balance of plan data allowance required. Offer may only be redeemed once per customer. After 6 months Prime Video automatically 
renews at £5.99 (inc. VAT) a month and data used will decrement from your plan allowance. You can cancel at any time. Offer is non-transferable. Personal, non-commercial use only. Offer subject to change. Amazon.com, Inc. and its affiliates are not sponsors of this promotion. 
Content available via Prime Video may change from time to time. Prime Video terms apply. Amazon, Amazon Prime Video and all related logos are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. For more details go to ee.co.uk/amazonterms Other terms apply, see ee.co.uk/terms 


or ask in store for full details. Charges & information correct as at 28.03.19. 


a 


TUESDAY 16 APRIL 2019 EVENING STANDARD 



























IMAGES of London’s serving 
female police officers go on 
display today to mark the 
«~ 100th anniversary of the first 
'— women joining the Met. 

The photographs show 
women in a variety of front 
line roles, from firearms to 
ms, public order officers. 

They were taken by 
photographer Christopher 
Jonas who was given 

access to more than 24 
units of the Met. 
Among the officers 





In the line of duty: exhibition celebrates 
centenary of women officers in the Met 


















pictured are Pc Marcia White, seen in 
riot gear at the Met’s specialist public 
order training centre in Gravesend, 
right, Pc Lucy Arnold of the mounted 
branch, below, Pc Charlene Pierre, left, 
and Sgt Sarah-Jayne Davies, a member 
of the marine policing unit, far left. 

The Met has recently launched a 
recruitment drive aimed particularly at 
women, who make up 27 per cent of 
the force. There are 7,881 women 
officers in the Met, with about 387 in 
senior roles. The exhibition at City Hall 
will run until the end of May. 

Justin Davenport 
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cramble for 

rimary places 
is toughest In 
wealthy Chelsea 





Sophia Sleigh 


A THIRD of children in London’s 
wealthiest borough have missed out on 
their first choice of primary school 
today, the Evening Standard reveals. 

The intense scramble for places in 
Kensington and Chelsea stands in stark 
contrast to the capital’s most deprived 
boroughs — Tower Hamlets, Hackney 
and Newham — where about nine in 10 
four-year-olds will start at their chosen 
school in September. 

More than 96,000 London families 
will find out today which primary 
school their children will go to in Sep- 
tember. Across the capital, 85.5 per cent 
of children were given their first prefer- 
ence, down one per cent on last year 
despite a slight drop in applications 
attributed to the effect of Brexit. 

In Kensington and Chelsea, only 66 
per cent of children received their first 
choice, a drop of two per cent on last 
year. A council spokesman said their 
primary age population was growing 
and the borough’s highly rated schools 
attract a high number of “imports” from 
neighbouring areas. 

He added: “We recognise this is an 
issue and we are increasing the number 


of primary school places by 500 over 
the next four years.” 

Parents across London were asked to 
list six schools in order of preference. 
Barking and Dagenham has the highest 
rate of children achieving their first 
choice of primary, at almost 95 per cent. 
Across the capital, 96 per cent of appli- 
cants were offered a place at one of their 
top three preferred schools. 

However, 2,478 children failed to get 
a place in any of their chosen six. Most 
will be offered an alternative school 
today but 31 children will have to wait 
until places become available as suc- 
cessful applicants move away, or drop 
out for other reasons. The Pan-London 
Admissions Board wrote to all parents 
today to tell them which school their 
child will attend. 

Chairwoman Sara Williams said it was 
a “complex task” and added: “Pressure 
on different schools and local authority 
areas Can vary. 

“We will be keeping an eye on birth 
rates and patterns of population growth, 
but we expect demand for primary 
school places to continue at least at 
current levels, and demand for second- 
ary school places to grow considerably 
in the years ahead.” 


Jobs hit record high after 179,000 jump 


RECORD numbers of people are in 
work after a big increase in full-time 
jobs and self-employment over the past 
year. Employment jumped by 179,000 
in the three months to February, to 32.7 


million, the highest since records began 
in 1971. The figure has increased by 
457,000 over the past year. 
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Rastamouse and the benefit fraud 
case: creator of TV hero accused 





Tristan Kirk 
Courts Correspondent 


THE creator of crime-busting animated 
hero Rastamouse has run into legal 
trouble of his own after he was accused 
of being a benefits cheat. 

Author Michael De Souza was the 
brains behind the hit CBeebies show, 
thrilling children with tales of Rasta- 
mouse and his reggae band Da Easy 
Crew as they went around “solving 
mysteries in the neighbourhood”. 

The Rastafarian rodent, voiced on TV 
by Reggie Yates, told fans to “take it 
easy” as he split his time between play- 
ing music and solving crimes for the 
President of Mouseland. But De Souza, 
64, may now be in trouble himself, 
accused of receiving thousands of 
pounds in state handouts while hiding 
his earnings as a self-employed author. 

He was a swimming teacher to 
children of A-listers including Stella 
McCartney and Sir Richard Branson 
before turning his hand to writing and 
creating his beloved mouse hero in 
collaboration with author and illustra- 
tor Genevieve Webster. 

Books such as Rastamouse And Da 
Bag-a Bling and Rastamouse And the 
Crucial Plan were written in Afro- 
Caribbean patois as the hero set about 
his mission to “make a bad ting good”. 





Facing trial: 

Michael De Souza 
and Rastamouse’s 
band on CBeebies 
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The character eventually transferred to 
television in 2011, running for three 
series and 52 episodes on CBeebies 
until 2015. 

De Souza was charged last month with 
benefit fraud by allegedly failing to 
declare his earnings as an author to the 
Department for Work and Pensions. 

It is said he claimed housing benefit 
and Jobseeker’s Allowance throughout 
most of 2017 while “failing to declare 
you were self-employed as an author 
and in receipt of earnings”. 

The Trinidad-born writer appeared at 


eel 


Southwark crown court yesterday to 
deny the charges. Judge Michael 
Gledhill gave him permission to keep 
his hat on, in accordance with his Ras- 
tafarian religion, for the brief hearing. 

De Souza created Rastamouse while 
caring for his young daughter, building 
on stories and characters he had 
invented to help his swimming stu- 
dents overcome their fears. 

He said he hoped the character, who 
started life as a cash-strapped mouse 
struggling to make ends meet after 
losing his council house, would help to 


Paraso 





bridge the gap between different com- 
munities in the UK. “There’s a lot of 
rhetoric about integration, but we’re 
not dealing with the rhetoric. We’re 
dealing with the reality of it,’ he said. 

De Souza was released on bail by 
Judge Gledhill on the condition that he 
continues to live at his home address 
in Westbourne Green. 

He is due to stand trial at the same 
court in the week beginning July 22. 

De Souza denies two charges of 
dishonestly failing to notify a change 
of circumstances. 
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US ‘agreed to 
no death penalty 
as part of plot 
to evict Assange’ 





David Gardner 
US Correspondent 


THE United States agreed not to 
seek the death penalty against Julian 
Assange in a back channel deal with 
Ecuador to get him evicted from the 
South American country’s embassy 
in London, it was claimed today. 

US Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein agreed to Ecuador’s 
demand as part of a secret plot to 
oust the 47-year-old Wikileaks 
founder from his embassy hideout, 
according to ABC News. 

“They were over him, he was a big 
nuisance,” a senior US official was 
quoted as saying. “They were saying, 
‘How do we get him out?” 

Ecuador reportedly sent a letter to 
the British authorities on March 7 
last year asking for written assur- 
ances that Assange would not be 
extradited to a country where he 
could end up on Death Row if con- 
victed of espionage. While the Ecua- 
dorians wanted Assange out, they 
strongly oppose capital punish- 
ment. According to a source in the 
Ecuadorian government, the agree- 
ment was a verbal one. 

The US has refused to comment 
on the report. Assange was forcibly 
removed from the embassy by Met 
police officers last week. 
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Climate protest: 
120 arrests as 
Streets blocked 
for second day 





Justin Davenport, Barney Davis 
and Daniel O’Mahony 


MORE than 120 people have been 
arrested after roads were blocked and 
buildings were vandalised in a climate 
change protest that has brought parts 
of central London to a halt. 

Police moved in overnight to clear 
barricaded sites, but four key roads and 
junctions remained closed to traffic 
today. 

Thousands of commuters faced rush- 
hour delays as Transport for London 
said Waterloo Bridge, Parliament 
Square, Oxford Circus and Marble Arch 
remained shut. A total of 55 bus routes 
have been diverted. 

Police said at midday they had 
arrested 122 people in connection with 
the ongoing climate change protest. 
Many were for breaching an order 
issued last night instructing demonstra- 
tors to stay only at Marble Arch. 

Five of those arrested — three men 
and two women — were held on suspi- 


MAKING 
TAX 
DIGITAL 





cion of criminal damage after revolving 
glass doors at Shell’s headquarters near 
Waterloo were smashed. Two men 
remained camped on top of a glass 
portico to the building this morning. 
Extinction Rebellion said it aimed to 
cause more than £6,000 of damage so 
protesters could be tried by a jury in 
crown court. 
At Waterloo Bridge ¥, 
about adozen protest- (iaSS0 Asap 
ers held on through = 
the night. Several peo- 
ple slept on a lorry 
which became the 
last standinthe ay 
early hours. This C 
morning protest- weeks off work to join the 
ers wrote, “enjoy \ protest, said: “We want it 
your walk” on to be Glastonbury on the 
empty lanes. streets of London. We are 
Aeronautical \ still here even after all the 
engineer Chris arrests. 
Wilmoth, 22, A s : “The trouble is all the peo- 
who has ple willing to be arrested 
booked two /, have been arrested already, 



























WATCH 
THE VIDEO 
ONLINE 
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Moved on: climate activists encounter police on Waterloo Bridge 


so we need reinforcements.” In Parlia- 
ment Square earlier today about a 
dozen activists blocked junctions and, 
in Oxford Circus, protesters were still 
blocking the road at 7am. 

Extinction Rebellion said it plans two 
weeks of protest in London. The group 
is calling on the Government to reduce 
carbon emissions to zero by 2025. 
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| News 


20 MORE 
CHARGES IN 
‘WIMBLEDON 
PROWLER’ CASE 
A TAKEAWAY owner 
accused of being the 
“Wimbledon 
Prowler” burglar has 
been charged with 18 
more break-ins, 
where more than 
£540,000 worth of 
valuables were taken. 

Asdrit Kapaj, 42, 
has already been 
accused of five 
burglaries and an 
attempted break-in 
at homes in the 
Wimbledon area, 
and is in custody 
awaiting trial. 

The new charges, 
and two others of 
attempted break-ins, 
cover a period 
between 2015 and 
Christmas last year. 

Kapaj, of 
Altrincham, Greater 
Manchester, will face 
the latest charges for 
the first time this 
afternoon at 
Wimbledon 
magistrates’ court. 
He is due to return to 
Kingston crown court 
on April 24 for a full 
plea hearing, with a 
provisional trial set 
for August 12. 
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Blood-clot pens 
used in battle 
could help save 
knife victims 





Ross Lydall 
Health Editor 


AN AUTO-INJECTOR pen filled with 
a blood-clotting agent is being 
developed to help wounded soldiers 
save themselves on the battlefield 
— and could be used to keep knife 
crime victims alive. 

The Ministry of Defence today 
announced £5 million to accelerate 
development of the device, which 
is similar to insulin pens used by 
diabetics. 

The TXA Autoinjector will admin- 
ister tranexamic acid (TXA) directly 
into the muscle by pushing a button, 
rather than via intravenous drip. 

If successful, there are plans to 
issue the pens to paramedics and 
police officers, improving the emer- 
gency help offered to stabbing and 
shooting victims. 

TXA is already being used at The 
Royal London Hospital in 
Whitechapel, along with blood 
products to prevent patients bleed- 
ing to death. It has been adminis- 
tered for several years by London’s 
Air Ambulance medics. 

Defence Secretary Gavin William- 
son, inset, who visited The Royal 
London this morning, said: “Our 
work to save lives must also be about 
improving the livelihoods of people 
across the world. This technology 
will allow us to do that.” 

Colonel Nigel Tai, trauma surgeon 
at The Royal London, said: “By pack- 
aging the drug in to a pre-filled 
autoinjector, injured soldiers won’t 
have to wait for specialist medical 

help to arrive.” 
@ Aboy, 16, is recov- 
ering in hospital 
after being stabbed 
near Chancery 
Lane underground 
station, at 7.10pm 
last night. 
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Couple lose case over dream home 
that turned into £5m ‘disaster’ 





Tristan Kirk 
Courts Correspondent 


A MILLIONAIRE couple who blamed 
designers when their dream home 
turned into a £5 million “disaster” have 
lost a legal fight for damages. 

Businessman Stuart Russell and his 
textile designer wife Naomi wanted a 
custom-built property with “a wow fac- 
tor in every space” in an exclusive 
Highgate street. 

But they claimed husband-and-wife 
design team Peter and Linda Stone had 
failed them as the project took a decade 
to complete and the budget doubled to 
£5 million. 

Project manager Peter, 61, and quan- 
tity surveyor Linda, 62, advised on the 
home build between 2008 and 2012 and 
were accused of “failures” and lack of 
foresight which the Russells said 


It was avery personal 

project for them... [twas an 
opportunity for her to bring 
her design eye to their home 





“caused them to spend significantly 
more on their property”. 

However, Mrs Justice Jefford has 
rejected the Russells’ £1 million 
compensation claim, ruling that the 
Stones’ company PSP Consultants was 
not contracted “on a basis that would 
make them liable for anything that 
went wrong”. 

She said the couple “got what they 
paid for”, and rejected the notion that 
they would have revised the scheme if 
they had known the true budget as 
“wishful thinking with the benefit 
of hindsight”. 

The Russells bought the Highgate 
house for £3.65 million in August 2006 
shortly after they got married, and 
demolished it to make way for a 
bespoke four-bedroom home with a 
lower-ground-floor swimming pool 

















i 


and substantially landscaped gardens 
in 2010. 

“It was a very personal project for 
them,” said the judge. “Mrs Russell had 
a background in textile design and the 
house was an opportunity for her to 
bring her design eye to their home. She 
wanted a wow factor in each space. 

“This case is about PSP’s respon- 
sibility and the extent of their 
responsibility for what went wrong.” 

During a High Court trial, the Russells 
claimed that the Stones had failed to 
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properly manage the hiring of the build- 
ers, who eventually walked off the 
project in 2012. 

But the judge dismissed the negli- 
gence claim and rejected the idea that 
the Russells would have “cut their cloth 
accordingly” if they had known the true 
cost of their dream home. 

“It is highly unlikely that Mr and Mrs 
Russell would have decided not to pro- 
ceed because of the sorts of risks that 
it is contended they ought to have been 
warned of,” she said. “Even though Mr 
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Court battle: 
Stuart and Naomi 
Russell sued 
consultants Peter 
and Linda Stone, 
far left, over 
delays and cost 
overruns on their 
dream home in 
Highgate, above 


Russell took the advice of professional 
advisers, as I have said he was still able 
to exercise his own judgment. 

“I do not accept that they would have 
done something different. 

“The result is that they got what they 
paid for.” 

The judge also dismissed the Stones’ 
counter-claim against the Russells for 
around £20,000 in “unpaid fees”. 

The case was adjourned fora 
hearing on the legal costs of the court 
battle. 
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Great lengths: the record-breaking 30-metre infinity pool at Centre Point 


Pool wars — developers 
splash out for super-rich 





Jonathan Prynn 
Consumer Business Editor 


CENTRAL London’s first 30-metre 
private swimming pool has raised the 
stakes in an “aquatic arms race” being 
waged by rival luxury housing develop- 
ers to attract wealthy buyers. 

Almacantar, the property company 
behind the lavish overhaul of the West 
End’s Centre Point skyscraper, this 
week unveiled what it claims to be the 
“longest ever” pool for residents in the 
heart of the capital. 

It beats the previous record of 25 
metres set by a number of high-end 
apartment block schemes, including 
those at 1 Grosvenor Square and 20 
Grosvenor Square in Mayfair, Clarges 
Mayfair off Piccadilly and The Bryan- 
ston on Hyde Park. 

Developers are pushing ever closer to 
full “Olympic-size” 50-metre facilities 
at their schemes. Peter Wetherell, chief 
executive of Mayfair agency Wetherell, 
said that ever bigger swimming pools, 
health spas and gyms have become “the 
latest weapons in an arms race between 
London’s super-prime developers, who 
are all wanting to build the longest 
swimming pool, the largest gym and 
the most luxurious health spa”. 

The pool at Centre Point, where apart- 
ments cost from £1.8 million to £55 


million, is part of a spa area designed 
by Conran and Partners and crafted to 
“meet the needs of modern, cosmo- 
politan city dwellers who prioritise 
self-care and wellbeing”. 

Abrochure for flats at the New Oxford 
Street landmark describes an “impres- 
sive infinity pool” that “follows the 
graceful curve of the western elevation” 
and “allows bathers to swim elevated 
above Oxford Street and Charing Cross 
Road whilst feeling a million miles away 
from the city below.” 

Pools in private developments easily 
outstrip those in London’s five-star 
hotels, with many offering only short 
“plunge pools” or no pools at all. 
However, they look set to be eclipsed 
by Mayfair’s Claridge’s hotel, which is 
constructing two pools in an enormous 
five-level basement. 

Another benchmark in London’s 
“pool wars” will be set by the Sky Pool 
at the Embassy Gardens development 
in Nine Elms. The transparent 25-metre 
facility will allow residents to swim 
from one tower to another 10 storeys 
above the ground. 

Mr Wetherell added: “The super-rich 
all want to live forever. My clients are 
anything from 28 to 82 — but the 
common thing they all want is access 
to pools and health spas within the 
residences they own in central London.” 


‘Tube strikes threatened as union 
claims hundreds of jobs at risk 





Dick Murray 


COMMUTERS face a summer of Tube 
strikes over union claims that Transport 
for London plans to cut hundreds of 
jobs in a restructuring programme. 

Leaders of the RMT union today 
announced it was in formal dispute with 
London Underground and is organising 
a network-wide ballot for industrial 
action among its 10,000 members. 

The threatened walkout comes on top 
of a forthcoming strike ballot over pay 
announced last week. 

RMT leader Mick Cash said the union 
was set for months of unrest in the dis- 
pute over the ‘Transformation’ pro- 
gramme, which he said could lead to 
the loss of hundreds of jobs in track, 
power and signalling. 

He said it was “the latest in a catalogue 
of grievances that are all about ham- 
mering down on pay, staffing levels, 
safety and working conditions.” 


David Leam, executive director for 
infrastructure at London First, said: “No 
organisation can stay frozen in time, 
London Underground included. 

“With Tube lines modernising ... so 

too must the workforce adapt. Employ- 
ers and unions must now commit to 
make talks work, avoiding the damage 
and disruption strikes would bring.” 
@ Holidaymakers returning from the 
Easter break face huge delays at Hea- 
throw because of a four-day strike by 
baggage handlers. 

More than 300 workers at Terminals 
two and four will walkout from mid- 
night on April 26 in a pay dispute. 

The baggage handlers are employed 
by GH London and airlines threatened 
include Air India, Thai Airlines, Alitalia, 
Gulf Air and Air Malta. 

Kevin Hall, Unite regional officer rep- 
resenting the workers at Heathrow said 
members are “fed up with year on year 
pay freezes.” 
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Judd: West End 
show much harder @¢ 
than Mcklygigs af ; 


MCFLY drummer Harry { 
Judd has said performing /° 
in West End show Rip It Upis | 
harder than beinginaband. | 
The 33-year-old, who lifted the 
Strictly glitterball trophyin | 
2011, has danced in the Sixties- * 
themed show since February. 
He told A List: “It really is [full 
on]... It is physically demand- 
ing and exhausting.” 
He added: “It is so much 
harder than being in a band.” 

















| fi ag , b Lemon News and gossip 
b» from the world of 
showbiz, edited by 


Judd, pictured, who shot / Alistair Foster 
to fame with McFly’s debut; : 
single Five Colours In Her \& with Emma Powell 


Hair in 2004, has two chil- 
dren with his wife Izzy, 35. 
He is supporting WaterWipes’ 
campaign #ThisIs- 5. 
Parenthood and 
said parenting 
brought the “torture of 
no sleep” but “magic 
moments” were worth it. 
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“When your little one mae a es ; ) FOR BIG DAY OUT 
just holds your 3 ae zs PRIYANKA 
hand walking up CHOPRA sported 


a colourful coat in New 

York, left, but changed 

into a skirt suit to 

: = take ina Broadway 

ee show. Pregnant 
Bem actress Kate Mara 
AE above, was out 


oN and about in LA. 


ma the street, or 
| randomly says 
‘I love you, 
Daddy’ — it is 
the small 
things, the 
magic 
moments.” 








EX atlantic 
Game of Thrones 
S1-7 Well Fle! enoy 


Lele ha ST oyna 


treaming 
TV 


Sky Mobile customers with Sky TV can 
watch on the go, without using data 


e} Q, 590610 & Sky Retail (y 


Game of Thrones © 2019 Home Box Office, Inc. All rights reserved. HBO and all related programs are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. Watch: UK/Ireland (plus whilst visiting the EU, see wwwsky.com/streamintheEU). Requires an active airtime 
plan with minimum 50MB data available. Content depends on Sky TV package. Compatible apps, device and software requirements at sky.com/watchmobile. Excludes downloads which require Wi-Fi. Further terms apply. Correct at 9 April 2019. 





EVENING STANDARD TUESDAY 16 APRIL 2019 * 13 













Refugees’ 

parents just 

like mine, 
Says Lipa 


«) DUA LIPA met 
children 
uprooted by the 
conflict in Syria ona 
visit to Lebanon with 
Unicef. The London- 
born pop star, 23, 
| described the visit to 
the informal 
settlement near 
Terbol as “personal”. 
Her own Kosovar- 
Albanian parents fled 
the Balkans conflict in 
1992. She said: “Each 
one of the refugee 
children | met has 
parents just like my 
own, who have tried 
to make the best 
decisions they could 
for their families.” 
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Pump up the volume: 
Spotify to double its 
workforce in capital 





Jonathan Prynn 
Consumer Business Editor 


SPOTIFY, the world’s biggest music 
streaming service, is to double the 
size of its workforce in London to 
create its third-largest tech and 
research centre. 

Tom Connaughton, managing direc- 
tor of Spotify UK, said the company’s 
presence would grow from around 260 
to 550 this year making the capital its 
most important location outside 
the United States anditshome , 
country of Sweden. | 

It has opened a 
100,000 sq ft “hub” 
over five floors of « 
the Grade II listed 
Adelphi building near 
Charing Cross station to 
accommodate the 
expanded team. 

Staff from Spotify’s 
current London head- 
quarters near Waterloo 
will move in over the 
next few months 
with research and 
development spe- 
cialists the first to be 
housed in the new 
building. 

Mr Connaughton said: 
“It’s an amazing part of 
town and it’s a beautiful 
building. We want to be in 
London. London is a 

























unique city and its ability to attract top 
tech talent is unrivalled.” Spotify, which 
was launched in 2008, has 207 million 
users in 79 countries and more than 
40 million songs and tracks. 

R&B star Drake was the most popular 
male artist worldwide with more than 
eight billion streams last year. Ariana 
Grande, pictured, was the most popular 
female artist with over 48 million 
monthly listeners. 

Perks for staff at the new HQ include 

a free cafeteria which Mr Connaughton 
said was now a Standard feature at 
major tech offices in London. 

He added: “The UK is famous all 
over the world for the musical 
talent that originates here and 
the strength of the music 
industry. As one of Spotify’s 
biggest markets, it makes 
perfect sense to expand our 
\ team here.” 
» The new office space will 
also feature gaming and 
\ music rooms. 

In another boost for 
™ the capital, 
TN tobacco giant 
/" Philip Morris 
International is to 
create more than 300 jobs at 
A anew “global studio” centre 
based at the One New Change 
. centre near St Paul’s. They 
include digital, communi- 
cations and external rela- 

tions roles. 
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ITH Brexit delayed, 

Tory MPs are turn- 

ing their attention 

to much more 

important (to them, 
at least) matters, such as who should 
be the next leader. At the time of 
writing I’m told that at least 22 aspiring 
prime ministers have raised money 
and a team. Blimey. 

Conservative Home, a website run 
by hard-Brexit-loving Tories, who claim 
to represent the grassroots of the Con- 
servative Party, has already issued a 
questionnaire to would-be leadership 
candidates. One question is particu- 
larly irritating: “You have a choice of 
attending a Channel Four party or mix- 
ing in a provincial pub bar. Look us in 
the eye and tell us which you feel more 
at home in, and why.” 

Well, let me give a straight answer to 
the out-of-touch elite who run this 
website. It’s obviously Channel Four 
(run, by the way, by a Scottish woman 
with a PhD in physics). Any self- 
respecting Tory leader would want to 
go along to celebrate the phenomenal 
achievements of Britain’s creative 
industries, which have, in the past 
decade, grown three times faster 
than the rest of the economy. 

Britain remains one of the best 
places in the world in which to make 
a film, add in special effects, publish 
a book, put on a play, mount an 
exhibition, conceive an advertising 
campaign, start a video games com- 
pany, plan a building, compose a song, 
design clothes or produce a TV drama. 
James Bond, Star Wars, Harry Potter 
and Game of Thrones are all showcases 
for astonishing British creativity (not 
to mention Channel Four’s numerous 
Oscars). 

That self-same Tory leader might also 
go along to claim credit for what the 
Tories have done to help our creative 
economy. Amazing tax breaks have 
made us a magnet for inward invest- 
ment in film, TV and video games, and 
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Potential PMs, raise a glass to our 
creative industries... we remain 
among the best in the world 





are now supporting our world-class 
theatre and museums as well. Oh, and 
the Tories’ problem with young voters? 
Maybe it’s time to celebrate some of the 
things they like, enjoy and are good at. 

While the Chinese are apparently 
busy building replicas of the provincial 
pub where David Cameron took Presi- 
dent Xi for a pint on his state visit, it’s 
nevertheless the case that they envy us 
for our creative edge. 

Everyone knows how to make things, 
but the creative spark that makes an 


iPhone stand out from the crowd is 
honed more often than not in the UK. 
So I will raise a pint to the first Tory 


Britain’s creative industries 
have in the past decade 
grown three times faster 
than the rest of the economy 





leadership candidate who answers 
Conservative Home’s question in a way 
they don’t like. Perhaps it will be a pint 
of craft beer, as British creativity has 
even affected the pub. 

And, by the way, Conservative Home, 
Channel Four is moving to Leeds. So 
maybe the leadership candidate who 
says they prefer a provincial bar is really 
saying they can’t face the trip up north. 
That wouldn’t be good news, would it? 
@ Ed Vaizey is Conservative MP for 
Wantage and a former arts minister. 





Music in schools is a force for good 


ONE moment of light relief from 
Brexit came when 20 primary-school 
pupils from inner London did a flash 
mob performance in Westminster Hall 
at the heart of Parliament. Standing on 
the spot where Barack Obama 
addressed us, and where Charles I 
stood trial, they played Here Comes 
the Sun as a violin ensemble. 

They all benefit from a programme, 
of which I’m a trustee, run by London 
Music Masters, a charity that has 
taught thousands of children and 
counts cello phenomenon Sheku 
Kanneh-Mason and violinist Nicola 
Benedetti as ambassadors. 

With half the children on free school 
meals and half speaking English as a 
second language, LMM opens up 
opportunities they would not normally 
have had. Forty per cent have music 
bursaries to secondary schools and a 


Gams 


tablet on 
us, worth 


Gare 


dozen have gone on to two of the 
nation’s most prestigious music 
schools. 

Too many schools still see 
music as an add-on. In fact, 
it has a massive impact on 
academic achievement 
and self-esteem, which 
can make a real 
difference to people 
with mental health 
issues and in 
combating loneliness 
and criminal 
justice issues. 

The arts area 
powerful tool 
that can help fix deep- 
seated social problems. 
We need much more 
music, not less, in all 
our schools. 
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@ MY FRIEND Matt Cain is chuffed 
that Madonna, left, is playing 
Eurovision next month. His novel 
The Madonna of Bolton comes out in 
paperback the week before. It’s about 
a gay teenager who clings on to the 
pop star as a spiritual guide to 

get througha 
gy” difficult childhood. 
He’s just sold the 
film rights to the same 
people who made A Star is 
Born. Which gave me an 
idea. The revival of 
Stephen Sondheim’s 
Company became a 

huge hit by reversing 

the genders. Why not 
remake A Star is Born, with 
Madonna (left) as rock star 
_ Jackson Maine? 

But who should play the 

struggling singer she discovers, 

and marries? 
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London too must learn 
lessons of Notre-Dame 


THE greatest buildings are not just symbols of their cities, but 
tell their stories, too. They grow, change, suffer and are reborn: 
as Notre-Dame will be in Paris, on amorning when France gives 
thanks for what has been saved from the flames, even as it 
mourns what has been lost. The hideous sight of a burning, 
plunging spire seemed for a moment to show all was lost: that 
the building would be reduced to stone and smoke. The country 
woke to better news. The fire is out. The structure is safe. 

Already the rescue effort that stopped the blaze has become 
another part of its history: the firefighters who prevented the 
blaze spreading into its ancient bell towers and, it seems, saved 
some of the greatest treasures, the stained-glass rose windows; 
the sight of France’s President, Emmanuel Macron, rushing to 
the scene; the extraordinary images from inside as the inferno 
destroyed the wooden roof above. All that has gone can be rebuilt, 
and will be, as donors promise hundreds of millions of euros for 
the work. The cathedral has experienced catastrophe before, 
not least during the French Revolution when it became first a 
temple to the Cult of Reason and then, much damaged, a ware- 
house. It was restored and, as Simon Jenkins writes opposite, 
some of what was lost, including the spire, dates from that rela- 
tively recent restoration. Now another generation has a chance 
to leave its mark. 

But it was through skill, bravery and chance that greater 
destruction was prevented. And in that lies a warning to our city 
as well as Paris. Are our monuments safe? Not just London’s 
cathedrals — such as St Paul’s, on the site of a Gothic rival to 
Notre-Dame lost in the Great Fire of 1666 — but others, such as 
the Tower of London and the Palace of Westminster. 

Parliament’s medieval buildings were burnt in a famous fire 
in 1834, with only Westminster Hall surviving. Nowit is in a ter- 
rible state, restoration held back by rows over the scale of what 
is needed and its cost. MPs have had the clearest possible warn- 
ing that this can’t go on. Three years ago a report pointed to the 
“risk of a major conflagration” in the tinderbox building. But 
work is set to drag on into the mid-2020s. Future generations 
will not forgive our politicians if they ignore the warnings and 
disaster follows. A political system in flames is bad enough with- 
out the building going up too. 

In Paris today there is shock — and relief that the disaster was 
not greater. It could happen here, too. 


US Brexit backstop 


AS Speaker of the House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi is one 
of the most important politicians in the United States. When 
she says things about our country, she’s got the clout to back her 
words with action. So her warning on a visit to London that there 
is absolutely “no chance whatsoever” of Congress passing a post- 
Brexit trade deal that weakens the Good Friday Agreement in 
Northern Ireland matters a lot. 

What she’s just done is point out that there is a backstop to the 
backstop. That means that even if a Brexiteer prime minister 
tried to jeopardise an open border, the US would use its power 
to stand firm. Three years ago Barack Obama was criticised by 
Brexit fantasists for saying that Britain would be at the back of 
the queue for a deal, if it voted for Brexit. He was right then — just 
as Ms Pelosi is today. 


Battle to save city lives 


IT is a bleak thought, but lessons from the battlefield can save 
lives in London, as Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson 
explained this morning when he visited the Royal London Hos- 
pital in Whitechapel. The Ministry of Defence is putting £5 mil- 
lion towards the development of an injector pen which can 
control bleeding from injuries such as knife wounds. Paramed- 
ics and police officers should be able to carry them. It’s a good 
2 idea, which could cut deaths from violence on our streets. 








Anne Mcklvoy 


Our meritocracy has 
propelled all sorts into 
the ‘stablishment’ 








NE of those reliable 

tropes in the Brexit argu- 

ment is the notion that it 

is the fault of a remote 

Establishment. The 
charge suits both sides, which should 
make us suspicious. The nature of elites 
is shifting faster than our determination 
to pigeon-hole our foes allows. 

Yesterday, the Home Secretary Sajid 
Javid, one of the hats in the ring for the 
PM’s job, laid out his “backstory” as the 
son of a hard-working family of Paki- 
stani immigrants. His education via 
comprehensive school followed by 
sixth-form college is the norm for the 
vast majority of families, yet it is 
deemed at Westminster to be a won- 
drous asset in connecting the bearer to 
the rest of Britain. 

Of course, Javid’s pitch enhances his 
appeal on the (sensible) Right of the 
party and raises his profile against con- 
tenders (Boris Johnson, Jeremy Hunt) 
with a more privileged background. 

The Home Secretary has embraced 
longer-term solutions to the knife crime 
rise, layered on top of instant fixes. The 
deeper concession was that poverty and 
environment shape lives: “It’s not so 
difficult to see how instead of being in 
the Cabinet, I could have actually 
turned out to have a life of crime.” 

The social media backlash wails that 
this is out of bounds, because Javid 
made a small fortune as a banker and 
was an early-stage Thatcherite at uni- 
versity, therefore part of a hated “Tory 
elite”. So is Javid a part of the Establish- 
ment or not? As a Cabinet-level politi- 
cian with a career as a credit trader and 
banker, he has money, connections and 
the “convening power” to bring people 
together. 

Today’s multi-layered Establishments 
mean that you can be both inside and 
outside them (Javid once observed that 
he could not get ajob at a British invest- 
ment bank and headed to Chase Man- 
hattan in New York). 

I have watched this change in my own 
lifetime, coming from far outside a 
Southern beltway. My local MP in North- 
West Durham would be Laura Pidcock, 
the energetic Corbynite who is not fond 
of friendships outside her own political 
tribe. A sign of alternative Establish- 
ments is also a tendency to cliquey- 
ness. 

A new Left Establishment, with a 
tightly knit team of loyal and inward- 
looking souls, is as much a club as the 
reviled Blairites were one of lawyers 
(Lord Irvine, Dame Helena Kennedy, 
Lord Falconer) and centrist business 
folk (Lord Browne, Lord Levy — we are 
spotting a trend with the peerages and 
gongs here). 

Few of them are at the heart of polit- 
ical life now. That is a sign of how 
changeable our times are. 

Looking back at a Tatler piece of 
potential A-list candidates for the 2010 
election, I noticed how the magazine 
displayed an unerring instinct for find- 
ing people, including Brexit warrior- 


queen, Annunziata Rees-Mogg, who 
were not about to get into Parliament 
—asign that glossy elites do not always 
get their way. 

This entertaining political sociology 
takes a more toxic turn when used to 
score points on how or whether to do 
Brexit. As Alec Baldwin’s Blake in David 
Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross might 
observe, we are “always closing” and 
never quite gone. 

For Leavers, the notion of the EU as 
an over-lunched bureaucracy imposing 
a continental diktat on a proud and 
independent Britain was a powerful 
tool. Johnson now reckons the failure 
to leave the EU is down to “a collapse 
of will by the British Establishment to 


Ideas matter. Policies 
matter. However, where 
you went to school does 
not matter 





deliver on the mandate of the people”. 
Let’s pass over a former foreign secre- 
tary pointing fingers at that “Establish- 
ment” thing; it is just as sloppy as its 
avatar on the other side of the fence 
— the notion that the best way to win 
the Remain argument is simply to point 
out that the Rees-Moggs have money 
or, in Chuka Umunna’s words: “Brexit 
is a project of the elite, for the elite.” 

No: Brexit was a project with which 
the many, not the few, earnestly 
engaged. So those serious about over- 
turning it, or with a dwindling hope of 
a softer version, will need a better 
understanding of what happened and 
mode of campaigning to stop us getting 
further into self-hating misery. 

An even less appealing version of this 
Brexiteer-bashing wields social back- 


ground and education as its weapon, 
Yes, it’s tempting to spot an irony in the 
Rees-Mogg family leading a schism in 
the early Brexit church, with Jacob edg- 
ing toward the PM’s deal, while sister 
Annunziata goes all in with the Brexit 
Party. However, the fault is in the poli- 
tics, rather than a family steeped in 
anachronistic self-importance. 

We might be tempted to note that 
Jeremy Corbyn’s team is “up the work- 
ers” one minute and posh the next — his 
own grammar education and prosper- 
ous upbringing; a Winchester-edu- 
cated strategist and senior aide who 
identifies as an “actual fighting com- 
munist” while hailing from a dynastic 
aristocratic family. Heavens, even 
Bernie Sanders turns out to bea 
millionaire. 

It doesn’t really affect your right to 
have a view or act on it. George Orwell 
was an Etonian and a socialist. What 
matters is that Orwell’s commitment 
to free societies and opposition to dam- 
aging ideology came when others of his 
ilk were throwing their callous lot in 
with Stalin. We have come full circle 
when a Left-wing website dubs Labour's 
earthy Jess Phillips “the Establishment 
candidate” because she often dares to 
disagree with her leader. 

Ideas matter. Policies matter. Refusals 
to factor in the damage your beliefs can 
cause matter. Where you went to school 
does not: or at least not in the same 
way. 

We have had many failures in the past 
couple of decades, but also some 
marked successes as a meritocracy that 
has propelled a greater variety of people 
to the fore in public life. Many will end 
up in positions, Left, Right and Centre, 
dubbed the “Establishment”. Far sim- 
pler to shout about that than listen to 
what someone you don’t agree with 
might have to say. 

@ Anne McElvoy is Senior Editor at 
The Economist 





Tough lesson: Alec Baldwin in Glengarry Glen Ross had wise words on Brexit 
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Dan Jones Notebook 
Get away from it allon holiday 


(but show me the UK footie results) 








UNSEEMLY though it is to swank, 
I’m writing this from a little village 
in Sri Lanka, sitting on a terrace 
watching egrets pick their way 
through the paddy field, and 
listening for the last of the 
firecrackers that have been 
celebrating Sinhalese New Year. 

Peace. It’s not the middle of 
nowhere, but it’s not exactly the 
middle of somewhere, either. And 
that’s the way I like it. 

Since we are travelling, passing in 
and out of wi-fi, Ihave been 


news that I can’t leave alone. The 
sports pages. Whenever we hit the 
internet I still race to find out 
Premier League scores and the 
updates from the county cricket 
grounds; the leaderboard at the 
Masters and the result of the 
Chinese Grand Prix. 

It has always been this way. During 
August holidays to Portugal as a pre- 
internet teenager I would walk any 
distance you like in the midday sun 
to find a tourist shop selling two- 
day-old British tabloids, simply to 


purposefully neglecting almost 
everything going on at home, by 
which I mean not only London but 
the entire Western world. 

I’ve been yearning for a break — 
not just from my desk but from the 
news. A respite from the latest 
nonsense about the Big B, or 
whatever fresh horses*** has 
tumbled from the mouth of the 
45th President of the US. Turns 
out it’s extremely good for your 
mental health. 

There is, however, one area of 


see what had happened in the 
Charity Shield, or whether 
England’s Test batsmen had 
collapsed again at Trent Bridge. 

Why, I wonder, is this most 
frivolous intelligence the stuff 
I seek most urgently when we 
go away? 

I suppose it serves as a comforting 
reminder that no matter how 
foreign the surroundings, back 
home the world is getting on with 
things, just as it always has. And 
when we get back, it'll be waiting. 





Women leave male 
writers soft-boiled 


LOOKING over my stack of holiday 
reading I realised I had a dozen 
variations on hardboiled detective 
stories and nasty adventures about 
tough guys — all written by men. To 
address this regrettable gender 
imbalance I chucked in at the last 
minute a long essay on journalism 
by Janet Malcolm and a novel about 
Seventies LA by Eve Babitz. 

Both were gifted by friends and 
both blew my flip-flops off: truly 
snort-with-pleasure magnificent. 
Now they’re finished, I’m looking 
at my George Pelecanos and Don 
Winslow and feeling a bit deflated, 
realising, I think, that it’s all 
downhill from here. 





Kurt’s genius lives on for my generation 


FORTUNATELY music, unlike books, 
now weighs nothing — so I “pack” 

(ie download) an armful of albums 
for this trip. They include a 
splendid Nirvana live show from 
1991. It’s was re-released 

this week on vinyl and streaming 
apps. 

It is of course 25 years ago 
this month that Kurt Cobain, 
pictured, killed himself, a 
death as dating to my pre- 
millennial generation as the 
deaths of Jimi Hendrix and 
John Lennon were to those 
a little older. I remember 
vividly being 12, upstairs 
at my friend Eggy’s house 
when his dad shouted up 
to us that that singer we 


liked from America had blown his 
head off. Eggy had MTV and 
was allowed to buy Kerrang! 
and Raw magazines so 
knew more about Kurt 
than I did. But we were 
both shocked. In a way I 
still am. 
I have adult friends who 
2 weren't born in 1994, to whom 
% Kurt and Nirvana sound like 
ancient history. Equally, I have 
friends who were middle-aged 
when it happened, so can’t 
take it seriously as 
profound. That’s life, I 
suppose, and death. 
Either way, enjoy the 
album. It’s called Live At The 
Paramount. 
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iPad-free children? 
It’s not asafe bet... 


LEFT to their own devices both my 
children (aged 10 and seven) would 
spend their entire holiday in the 
shade, staring into the vortex of 
their tablets with their headphones 
on: mute, deaf and oblivious to 
everything except their occasional 
desire for ice cream. 

To prise them away (and smuggle 
in some maths homework) I have 
taught them to play blackjack. It has 
been slightly too successful. They 
have not only learnt the game but 
insist we “make it interesting”: 
gambling with Connect 4 counters 
as casino chips to be cashed in for 
(my) rupees. Parenting fail: I should 
have left them to nanny iPad after all. 





| Comment 


Inferno means 
Notre-Dame 
can be rebuilt 
to new glory 


Simon 
Jenkins 








IMAGINE that London had lost St Paul’s 
and Westminster Abbey in one night. 
These are not archaic symbols of a 
minority faith, they are the master 
monuments of a city pride, binding its 
present to its past. We mourn lives lost 
to violence and disease, but they are 
strangers and the loss is private. A 
mighty building is history watching over 
us. To have it ripped out is devastating. 
London offers Paris every sympathy. 
Notre-Dame of course is not lost. It 
survives in both spirit and all but its 
superficial fabric. It will be restored. 
The only question is how. When St 
Paul’s was gutted in the Great Fire of 
1666, a furious argument ensued over 
its replacement. Conservative clergy 
wanted the old gothic structure 
restored. Sir Christopher Wren, who 
had recently visited Paris, pleaded for 
classical baroque. He won the day. Lon- 
don got its own St Peter’s Rome. 
Notre-Dame’s supreme contributions 
to European art lie in its two western 
towers, mercifully safe, and in the 
serenity of its slender vault, now fallen. 
Most of the interior was wrecked during 
the French Revolution, when it became 
a storehouse. It was not fully restored 
until the 1840s, by the great restorer 
Eugene Viollet-le-Duc. It is his roof and 
fleche that seem to have been the prin- 
cipal casualties of the fire. 
Notre-Dame was, like most of today’s 
cathedrals, the outcome not of one 
genius but of centuries of renewal and 
reinvention. We may gasp at Hamburg, 
Chartres, Worcester and Ely, but we 
gasp at medieval aesthetics expressed 
in 19th- and 20th-century restoration 
craftsmanship. It was the talent of the 
Victorians that gave us the Middle Ages 
afresh. Little that we see of Westminster 
Abbey is by Henry III, let alone Edward 
the Confessor. The repairs to York 
Minister after its fire in 1984 were 
immaculate — and included the inser- 
tion of a boss depicting the Moon land- 
ing. There will I am sure be space for 
modern art in the new Notre-Dame. 
Assuming no modern Christopher 
Wren steps forward to demand that the 
cathedral be rebuilt on Corbusian, bru- 
talist or postmodern lines — like I M Pei’s 
jarring intrusion on the courtyard of the 
Louvre — Notre-Dame’s reinstatement 
should be a text book in the treatment 
of lost buildings. It is their outward form 
and appearance that gives them mean- 
ing, not the age of their materials. Mod- 
ern technology, whether handcrafted or 
machine-replicated, can do this. 
The reopened Notre-Dame should be 
a celebration of its past and future. It 
should be an inspiration to other ruins 
created by iconoclasts, such as the 
Bamyan Buddhas of Afghanistan and 
the temples of Palmyra in Syria. These 
are currently cursed by Unesco and 
others who believe ruins should be “left 
as found”, as ruined memorials to evil 
and the passage of time. That is rubbish. 
No old building deserves such a fate. 
Meanwhile, I hope that someone is 
inspecting the Palace of Westminster. 
Its delayed restoration has become 
shambolic. 
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EDITOR’S REPLY 


Mayor must shoulder 
blame for the chaos of 
Hammersmith Bridge 


THE Mayor must take full 
responsibility for allowing 
Hammersmith Bridge to rot. In 
February 2018 I wrote to the 
authorities noting the appalling 
state of the road on the bridge. I was 
sent a reply which said major 
refurbishment was planned. 

Anyone with any experience of 
Victorian structures should know 
that they need constant ongoing 
maintenance. 

I recently drove over the bridge and 
commented that there must be a 
long-term consequence to the 
constant vibration caused by 
potholes. It’s no surprise that this may 
have led to cracks. 

The responsibility for the closure of 


Hammersmith Bridge lies firmly with 
Transport for London and with the 
Mayor himself. 

Jonny Bucknell 


WITH the closure of Hammersmith 
Bridge leading to loss of business to 
shops either side of the bridge, 
congestion, pollution and so on, how 
long will the in-fighting between TfL 
and Hammersmith and Fulham 
council over repairs to the bridge last? 
Is it not time that all of London’s 
bridges, except those owned/ 
overseen by Bridge House Estates, 
were taken over by City Hall and/or 
TfL? The present situation is beyond a 
joke. 
John C Kent 





Ross Lydall 
City Hall Editor 





Dear jonny and John 


THE sad reality of this fiasco is that 
building a new Thames crossing, be 
it at Pimlico, Rotherhithe or via 

a tunnel at Silvertown, appears to be 
far more appealing than maintaining 
existing infrastructure. 

London motorists pay £500 million 
a year in road tax but this does not get 
returned to TfL. The current system 
of a borough “owning” a bridge and 
overseeing its maintenance is clearly 
flawed. TfL and Hammersmith and 
Fulham council are co-operating but 


neither has a spare £40 million. The 
idea of funding the repairs with a toll 
has been rejected, but is it so bad? 
Surely those who benefit should pay 
(with a discount for locals). TfL 
should contribute for bus passengers. 

At least the bridge remains open to 
walkers and cyclists. Until political 
leaders wake up and smell the coffee, 
surely it’s the perfect spot for pop-up 
stalls? Savvy traders need not suffer 
from loss of through traffic. Make 
mine an Americano. 


Ross 





Veterans’ skills 
can help business 


I FOUND your story “Military 
veterans called into world of politics 
in attempt to boost diversity” [April 
10] inspiring and encouraging. The 
specialist leadership and strategy 
skills that veterans have are so often 
overlooked. 

I lead the Officers’ Association, a 
charity that works with serving and 
veteran officers seeking civilian 
employment, and we know from 
experience the contribution they can 
make to businesses. 

Their training and experience 
provides them not just with 
leadership skills but with the 
determination and discipline to be 
successful entrepreneurs and 
invaluable employees. 

The benefits for business and 
society, especially with Brexit 
looming, from this unique group of 
people are proven and increasingly 
acknowledged. 

Lee Holloway 
Officers’ Association 





Throttle back on 
Ulez moans, bikers 


I SUPPOSE we shouldn’t be suprised 
that vintage motorcyclist Roger 
Bibbings is complaining about the 
Ultra Low Emission Zone [ “Let 
motorcyclists off the Ulez charge”, 
April 11]. Motorbikes produce 
considerably more pollutants than 
most other vehicles as their compact 
engines have no space for emissions 
reduction plumbing and so on. 

Fewer motorbikes in London? 
Bring it on — London will be quieter, 
we'll all live longer and be less 
stressed. It’s time for motorists to 
stop living in the past and time to 
start thinking about the wellbeing of 
the planet and future generations — 
who will look back on our selfish 
lifestyles with sheer incredulity. 

I also think it is ridiculous that 
diesel-engined taxis should be 
exempted from the Ulez, particularly 
as cab drivers seem incapable of 
switching their engines off when 
stopped. 

John Hodges 
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Sir Elton John 
and husband 


turn curators for 
V&A exhibition 





Robert Dex 


SIR ELTON JOHN and his husband 
David Furnish will co-curate a photog- 
raphy exhibition at the V&A after mak- 
ing a major donation to the museum. 

The couple, whose collection of more 
than 7,000 photographs includes work 
by Man Ray, Dorothea Lange and Cindy 
Sherman, have made “a significant 
donation” towards the museum’s new 
Photography Centre. 

They have also agreed to lend some 
of their collection and co-curate the 
exhibition, which will be held in the 
now renamed Sir Elton John and David 
Furnish Gallery. 

The V&A opened the first phase of the 
centre in October. The second phase, 
due to open in 2022, will include a 
photographer’s studio, darkroom and 
classrooms. 

Sir Elton praised the museum in 
South Kensington for its “dedication to 
teaching, public research facilities and 
learning-based exhibitions”. He said: 


SOPHIE COOKSON 


“For David and I, this commitment to 
education and mission to celebrate the 
medium, presents a perfect partner- 
ship. 

“The new Photography Centre, along 
with the 2022 extension, will not only 
elevate photography but it will help 
foster new artists, patrons and collec- 
tors, like myself. 

“We are delighted to be part of this 
exciting moment and we hope that 
audiences will walk away with the same 
excitement and appreciation for pho- 
tography, as I did when I first started 
collecting.” 

More than 150 vintage prints from 
the couple’s collection previously went 
on show at Tate Modern in 2016-17, 
including Man Ray portraits of Matisse 
and Picasso. 

V&A director Tristram Hunt said the 
planned exhibition would feature work 
from the museum’s existing collection 
and the couple’s own, in what he said 
would be a “revelatory photography 
exhibition”. He said: “We are immensely 
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grateful to Sir Elton John and David 
Furnish for their generosity in support- 
ing our Photography Centre and mis- 
sion to make historic and contemporary 
photography available to the widest 
possible audience.” The date of the show 
is yet to be announced. Last year Sir Paul 


STEPHEN CAMPBELL MOORE 
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Generous: Sir Elton and David Furnish made a major donation to the V&A 
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Gallery eyes new 
spot for statue 

of acting great in 
entrance revamp 


Robert Dex 
Arts Correspondent 


DAVE BENETT 





A GRADE I/-listed statue of Victo- 
rian actor-manager Sir Henry Irving 
looks set to be moved as part of a 
National Portrait Gallery refurbish- 
ment predicted to boost visitor 
numbers by about 500,000. 

The plan to create anew entrance 
at the northern facade goes before 
Westminster council’s planning 
sub-committee next week. 

The gallery said the statue, inset, 
which was put in place in 
fem 1910, would be “directly in 
x front of the new entrance 
steps” and should be moved 
closer to St Martin’s 
Lane. Evidence submit- 
ted by the gallery said 
“one of the motiva- 
tions for the proposal 
is to allow higher 
visitor numbers”. 
The latest figures 
show more than 
1.5 million peo- 
ple visited the 





McCartney donated 63 photo- 


graphs by his late wife Linda to gallery last year. 
the Photography Centre. Planners advised 

It included portraits of the councillors to grant 
Beatles, the Rolling Stones and “conditional permis- 
Jimi Hendrix, as well as McCart- sion” when they 
ney family snaps. meet next Tuesday. 
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Ronnie Scott’s Presents... 





An evening with 


THE 
RENE 
TRANSFER 


MON 20TH & 
eS a 
7.30PM 


Tickets: Theatre.Alexandrapalace.com 
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Stars turn out for 
Terrence Higgins 
while Olly goes 
for a Gol tat 


THE Terrence Higgins Trust 

threw its annual action at 
Christie’s in St James’s last night. 
Those who turned out to raise 
money for the charity, which 
supports those living with HIV, 
included Graham Norton, artist 
Andrew Salgado, as well as 
television doctor Dr Ranj Singh. 

Meanwhile, at The Circle, the 
zeitgeist tattoo parlour on Noel 
Street, NOW TV launched its Got 
Ink tattoo studio pop-up to 
celebrate the Game of Thrones 
season finale, which premiered on 
Sunday night in the US. 

Fans of the medieval fantasy series 
include actor Russell Tovey and Olly 
Murs, who was snapped getting a tat. 
However, The Voice judge was quick 
to assure fans on his Instagram that 
the inking wasn’t, in fact, 
permanent. 

Pussycat Doll Ashley Roberts 
looked a vision in red, and Tiffany 
Watson flew the flag for the Made 
in Chelsea crew. 
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EU citizens face a 


EU CITIZEN groups are 
complaining that the Government 

and the Electoral Commission 

have failed to act to prevent 

thousands of EU citizens 

being disenfranchised in the 

upcoming European elections 

in May. 

EU citizens living 

in the UK have to 

undergo a two-step 

process to register 

to vote in the elec- 

tions, a system 

whichwasblamed 

in 2014 for what 

they said was a 


Quite Statesmanlike 


SELF-STYLED thinker Roger 

Scruton, sacked as a Government 
adviser following “racist” comments to 
The New Statesman, is considering 
legal action. George Eaton, the deputy 
editor who interviewed Scruton, 
captioned a photo of himself drinking 
champagne afterwards: “The feeling 
when you get Right-wing racist and 
homophobe Roger Scruton sacked as a 
Tory Government adviser.” Scruton 
calls this “malicious”. He told Quilette, 
“The words he uses are themselves 
slanderous and proof of malice and 
forethought. Should this case ever 
come before a court of law that will be 
hard to get round.” Will he sue? “I’m 
thinking about it.” 


steep drop in the number of EU nationals 

eligible to vote. Now it emerges that 

despite promising in 2014 to act on this, 

the Electoral Commission has not made 

any changes to the system, risking the 

same problem. 

In 2014 the Electoral Commission 

promised it would “identify what can 

be done to simplify the system and 

remove unnecessary administra- 

tive barriers to participation... at 

the next European Parliament 
elections in 2019”. 

Today a commission 

spokesman explained that itwas 

“not something we looked at” 

after the Government told it, 


TORY MP Eddie Hughes was 

tackling the urgent questions 
yesterday. “If a man watches Game of 
Thrones season eight without waiting for 
his wife to get back from work does that 
make him a bad person?” he asked. 
Colleague Simon Hoare knew the 
answer: “Likely to make him an ex- 
husband pretty damn quick.” 


BEN Elton recalls writing 

Blackadder: there was no “well 
done” or “a slap on the back”. Instead, he 
told Meet the Writers podcast, “people 
would start sucking their biros... stare 
into the middle distance [and ponder]: 
‘Is it funny? Is vole funnier than hamster? 
What’s the funniest small mammal we 
can insert into an orifice?” 
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voting headache 


following the 2016 referendum, that the 
UK would not be participating in the 
European elections. 

Axel Antoni, a spokesman for 
the3Million campaigning group of EU 
citizens, blasted both the Government 
and the Electoral Commission. “It’s 
disappointing that the UK makes it so 
hard for EU citizens to register,” he said, 
but added it was “a bit disingenuous” of 
the Electoral Commission to blame 
Brexit. “Between 2014 and 2016 what did 
they do to make it better? Nothing.” 

EU citizens must register to vote as 
normal and, for the European elections, 
also complete a form stating they are not 
voting elsewhere in Europe. 


Parties and politicians hoping to 
capitalise on the anger of EU citizens, 
such as Change UK’s Chuka Umunna, 
pictured, now face some of their target 
voters being turned away at the polls. 

Cat Smith MP, Labour’s shadow 
minister for voter engagement, said: “The 
Government has treated EU citizens here 
as bargaining chips and now through 
sheer incompetence they may end up 
disenfranchising many of them. 

The Electoral Commission said, “Any 
changes to the law are a matter for the 
UK Government and Parliament.” 
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Boles is nearly over 


NEWLY independent MP Nick 

Boles had a varied career before 
politics, including running a 
paintbrush company with Sebastian 
James (now the Boots CEO), and 
theatre production with Sam 
Spiegel’s son Adam. He dramatically 
resigned from the Conservative 
Party earlier this month. “This is my 
swansong,” he explains. “At the next 
election, assuming it takes place 
when it’s due to, I'll be 56. I'll go and 
do one other thing — God knows 
what.” 

Does he fancy returning to any of 
his previous roles. “No,” he tells us. “I 
don’t believe in going back. I hope 
it'll be something new.” 











MODELS-slash-activists Munroe 

Bergdorf, left, and Adwoa Aboah 
joined forces on Aboah’s Gurls Talk 
podcast this week to chat all things 
gender. Aboah has previously said the 
aim of her podcast is to be “f***ing 
authentic”. 
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foreign secretary 
Emily Thornberry, 
below, is a no- 
nonsense 
constituency MP. 
“People do ask me 
to do some pretty 
stupid things,’ she 
told the Islington 
Gazette. These 
include writing to 
“complain about 
the light in their 
hall not being 
replaced”. 
Thornberry says 
some people find 
life “difficult to 
cope with” and 
“get into the habit 
of coming to see 
me on a regular 
basis”. Conversely, 
neighbouring MP 
Jeremy Corbyn 
has to be coaxed 
away from long 
chats with 
constituents 
which, a source 
says, “makes 
campaigning a 
slow process.’ 





@ TOM Watson 
MP is a vinyl 
geek, and 
discloses his 
rarest 45 is an 
Elvis Costello 
record, released 
on an unusual 
label. “Its release 
was halted by a 
court injunction,” 
Watson reveals, 
“and the limited 
number of 
already-pressed 
copies were 
handed out for 
free at a Costello 
gig. | found mine 
in the weekly 
‘fresh vinyl’ drop 
at Rat Records in 
Camberwell. And 
no, it’s not 
available to 
swap.’ 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY 


‘This time it’s Brexit, 
Brexit, Brexit, Brexit’ __ 





US Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi 
tells an audience at 
the LSE that 
normally US leaders 
discuss national 
security and the 
economy on visits 
to the UK 





lane arbus 


in the beginning 
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The Guardian 
Jack Dracula at a bar, New 
London, Conn. 1967. Courtesy 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, H ' YW. ' RD 
New York. Copyright © The 
Estate of Diane Arbus, LLC. 
All Rights Reserved. 
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Maryland paper 
wins Pulitzer for 
coverage of attack 
In its newsroom 
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UNITED STATES 
Anthony France 





NEWSPAPER staff in a Maryland town 
today told of their “rollercoaster” of 
emotions after they were awarded a 
special Pulitzer Prize citation for 
their coverage of a massacre in their 
newsroom. 

The Capital Gazette in Annapolis 
received the most prestigious prize in 
American journalism for publishing on 
schedule despite the deadliest attack 
on reporters in US history. 

Five colleagues died when gunman 
Jarrod Ramos, 39, who had a longstand- 
ing grudge against the newspaper, 
allegedly burst into the office and 
opened fire in June last year. 

“Clearly, there were a lot of mixed 
feelings,” Capital Gazette editor Rick 
Hutzell said. “No one wants to win an 
award for something that kills five of 
your friends. 

“It’s very difficult when you are report- 
ing in some ways on yourself. That’s not 
what we do. We’re behind the camera, 
not in front of it.” 

Colleagues hugged each other in 
memory of John McNamara, Wendi 
Winters, Rebecca Smith, Gerald Fis- 
chman and Rob Hiaasen as the citation 
was announced last night. 

The Pulitzer board 
awarded a citation with 
a $100,000 (£76,000) 
grant to further the 
newspaper’s journal- 
ism after putting out an 
edition the day 


Trauma: 

reporters Pat 
Ferguson and 
Chase Cook after 
the shooting 


GLOBAL BRIEFING 


PAKISTAN INDONESIA 


SIXDEADAFTER | VOLUNTEERS AIM TO BEAT ELECTION 
15-HOUR POLICE | FRAUDINWORLD’S BIGGEST VOTE 
MORE than 10,000 people have 
volunteered to try to thwart electoral 
fraud during the biggest single-day 
militants anda police | vote in the world tomorrow when 


SHOOTOUTIN 
PESHAWAR 
FIVE suspected 


officer have been 



















after the massacre, along with sister 
title The Baltimore Sun, with the head- 
line “5 shot dead at The Capital”. 

Judges praised journalists, staff and 
the editorial board for an “unflagging 
commitment to covering the news and 
serving their community at a time of 
unspeakable grief”. 

Joshua McKerrow, a photographer for 
the newspaper, said the staff remained 
“stone silent” for about a minute after 
learning about the award. Reporter 
Chase Cook added: “It’s definitely 
bittersweet. Since it’s so connected to 
something so tragic, there was no 
euphoric pop-off of excitement.” 

Ramos has pleaded not guilty to mur- 
der and his trial is scheduled to start in 
November. He had a history of harass- 
ing the newspaper’s journalists. He 
sued the paper in 2012 alleging he was 
defamed in an article about his convic- 
tion in a criminal harassment case. The 
suit was dismissed as groundless. 

Meanwhile, the South Florida Sun 
Sentinel received the Pulitzer in public 
service for its coverage of the massacre 
of 17 people at Marjory Stoneman Doug- 
las High School in Parkland, and for 
detailing the shortcomings in school 

discipline and security that 
contributed to the carnage. 
Other prizes were 
awarded to The New York 

Times for reporting of 
President Donald 
Trump’s finances, 
and The Wall Street 
Journal for uncov- 
ering the Presi- 
dent’s secret 
payoffs to two 
alleged former 
mistresses 

during his 
campaign. 





nearly 193 million are eligible to vote 
for the president and legislative seats. 
With tensions high between the incumbent Joko Widodo, 


killed in a 15-hour 
shootout in Peshawar. 


Building Society 





Shaukat Yousatzai, pictured, and retired general Prabowo Subianto, a group 
a government called Kawal Pemilu (Guard the Election) will post polling 
spokesman in Khyber | station results to ensure they match official vote tallies. 
Pakhtunkhwa 
province, said police 
and commandos SWEDEN 
surrounded a home BEGGING BAN APPROVED BY JUDGES IN SECOND TOWN 


last night, acting on 
intelligence. He said 
suspects were asked 
to surrender but 
instead opened fire. 
Police said suspects 


A SECOND Swedish town has moved to ban begging after 
judges sanctioned the controversial step. 

The municipal assembly in Katrineholm voted for the ban 
last night, Swedish media reported. 

“It’s a sad day — it has become colder in Katrineholm,” 
Centre Party group leader Inger Fredriksson told local radio. 
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said to be ongoing. administrative court of appeal. 
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ATTEN-TION! MELANIAWANTS 4 MORE YEARS 


UNITED STATES 

MELANIA TRUMP has pledged her 
commitment to serving another four 
years as First Lady if her husband is 
re-elected, saying: “I love what | do.” 

She revealed her intentions during a 
Q&A session with students at Albritton 
Middle School at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina — before posing with soldiers 
stationed at the base. 

The First Lady, who travelled with 
Karen Pence, Vice President Mike 
Pence’s wife, said: “I think our husbands 
are doing [a] fantastic job and | will 
support my husband if he decided to 








VENEZUELA 

CAMPAIGN IS FOR ALLVENEZUELANS, 
GUAIDO TELLS 5,000 SUPPORTERS 
OPPOSITION leader Juan Guaido told 
5,000 supporters in the city of Coro he 
was heading a movement “that 
belongs to all Venezuelans”. 

Mr Guaido, who has declared himself 
president-elect of the crisis-hit country, 
spoke for more than an hour yesterday 
as he continued his campaign to oust 
embattled president Nicolas Maduro. 








run again. And yes, it’s a privilege, a 
great honour to serve... | will be here.” 
The president will face a challenge 
for the Republican nomination for the 

2020 White House race after former 
Massachusetts governor William Weld 
said he would run. The 73-year-old said 
it was time to “return to the principles 
of Lincoln — equality, dignity and 
opportunity for all”, and accused Mr 
Trump of leaving the nation in “grave 
peril”. But the Republican National 
Committee said: “Any effort to 
challenge the President’s nomination 
is bound to go absolutely nowhere.” 
THAILAND 


HOLIDAYMAKER PLUNGES TO 
DEATH AFTER ZIPLINE GIVES WAY 
A CANADIAN tourist has fallen to his 
death after his zipline cable snapped. 
The 25-year-old man was on holiday 
in the northern city of Chiang Mai with 
his girlfriend and a group of friends. 
The cable reportedly gave way soon 
after he was released from the start of 
the zipline on Saturday. The attraction, 
Flight of the Gibbon, is believed to 
have shut while police investigate. 








UNITED STATES 

SAN FRANCISCO’S TOURIST-CLOGGED 
‘CROOKED’ STREET SET FOR $10 TOLL 
THOUSANDS of tourists could soon 
have to pay as much as $10 (£7.60) to 
drive on San Francisco’s Lombard 
Street, famed for its steep incline and 
hairpin turns. State officials announced 
a bill that would let the city establish a 
toll and reservation system, to try to cut 
traffic and crowds. In summer, an 
estimated 6,000 people a day visit. 
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News in Focus | 


He is an openly gay candidate for the US presidency, met his husband on Hinge and has already regenerated the 


President Pete? 





HEN Donald Trump 
became President, 
he shattered every 
convention about 
what an American 
leader should look and sound like. 

As next year’s elections come into 
view, the array of Democratic candi- 
dates lining up to challenge Trump 


reveals a party and country eager to 
smash those conventions again. 

Pete Buttigieg, the mayor of South 
Bend, a small city in Indiana, is the lat- 
est, greatest hope for Democrats hoping 
to deny the Republican tycoon a second 
term. The US constitution requires that 
a president must beat least 35 years old 
on taking office. Buttigieg will turn 39 


APPLY TO THE 
EU SETTLEMENT 
SCHEME 


The EU Settlement Scheme protects 
the rights you currently have in the UK. 
EU citizens can apply now. 


To find out more and to apply visit: 


gov.uk/eusettlementscheme 


Irish citizens or those with valid indefinite leave do not need to apply. 


the day before the inauguration in 
January 2021. If elected, he would be 
America’s youngest ever president, and 
the first to be openly gay. 

He formally announced his candidacy 
on Sunday, but over the first three 
months of the year he raised $7 million 
for his campaign, vaulting him into the 
top tier of Democratic candidates. His 








party and the national media are now 
swooning in a fit of Mayor Pete mania. 

Fellow Democrat Beto O’Rourke, the 
former Texas congressman who is going 
to compete with Buttigieg as the voice 
of younger voters, has a serious rival. 

Buttigieg has many of the classic cre- 
dentials of the American elite. He went 
to Harvard at the same time as Mark 
Zuckerberg, then Oxford as a Rhodes 
Scholar, where he was awarded a first 
in politics, philosophy and economics. 

He spent a fewyears as amanagement 
consultant at McKinsey, then became 
mayor of South Bend, his home town, 
at the age of 29. While serving as mayor, 
he did a seven-month tour of duty in 
Afghanistan as a Navy reservist. 

But he is also a generation apart from 
the rest of the Democratic field. He is a 
millennial, who talks like one and easily 
articulates the concerns of his peers. 

He has said: “I belong to a generation 
that is stepping forward right now. 
We're the generation that lived through 
school shootings, that served in the wars 
after 9/11, and we're the generation that 
stands to be the first to make less than 
our parents unless we do something 
different. We can’t just polish off a sys- 
tem so broken. It is aseason for boldness 
and a focus on the future.” 

His opponents have accused him of 
being light on policy specifics. But 
Buttigieg says the first thing voters want 
to know about any candidate is their 
values. He draws heavily on the lan- 
guage of Barack Obama, using words 
such as “hope”, “change” and “audacity”. 
And he mixes it with a stripped-down, 
highly personal modesty. 

Buttigieg came out as gay after return- 
ing from Afghanistan. The experience 
of war forced him to question the point 
of having such a rich CV if he denied 
himself the opportunity to fall in love. 
He wrote an essay in his local paper 
explaining his decision. 

“Twas well into adulthood before I was 
prepared to acknowledge the simple 
fact that Iam gay. It took years of strug- 
gle and growth for me to recognise that 
it’s just a fact of life, like having brown 
hair, and part of who I am. Putting 
something this personal on the pages 
of anewspaper does not come easy. We 
Midwesterners are instinctively private 
to begin with, and I’m not used to view- 
ing this as anyone else’s business.” But, 
he went on, his sexuality had no bearing 
on his ability to be mayor. 

A few months after he came out, he 
met Chasten Glezman, a Montessori 
teacher, through the dating app Hinge. 
On their first date, they drank beer and 
ate Scotch eggs. Three years later, they 
married in a ceremony which they 
streamed live on YouTube. 

The particulars of Buttigieg’s personal 
life have gripped his growing army of 


Mayor mania: 
Pete Buttigieg at 
a rally to launch 
his candidacy in 
Indiana. Right, 
with husband 
Chasten Glezman 





fans. At Harvard, he read the Norwegian 
novel “Naive. Super” by Erlend Loe, and 
was so smitten that he taught himself 
Norwegian in order to read Loe’s other 
works. He then kept up the language by 
attending a Norwegian church in Chi- 
cago from time to time. In addition to 
Norwegian, he also knows Arabic, Span- 
ish, Maltese, Dari Persian, French and 
Italian, to varying degrees of fluency. 

Perhaps it was only to be expected of 
the sole child of two university profes- 
sors. Buttigieg’s father immigrated to 
the US from Malta and was a scholar of 
James Joyce. His mother, an American, 
was a linguist. But details of his intel- 
lectual brilliance and woke-ness only 
serve to distance himself further from 
Trump and rivals in his own party. 

Another twist in Buttigieg’s story is that 
he is a practising Christian. His father 
considered becoming a Jesuit priest 
before going into academia, and Butti- 
gieg attended a Catholic school. While 
at Pembroke College, Oxford, though, 
he would often cross the street to attend 
services at Christ Church Cathedral, and 
said he found “in that very simple liturgy 
away to begin to organise my spirituality. 
By the time I came back to the US I felt 
like I was more or less Anglican.” 

He claims to have decided to run for 
the presidency after a process of “Igna- 





HOW DO YOU PRONOUNCE HIS NAME? 





IT’S the question dividing America — 
how do you say Pete’s surname? 

The country has not been this unsure 
of how to pronounce a name since 
Beto O’Rourke announced that he was 
running for president (it’s Beh-toe). 
Thankfully, Pete’s husband Chasten is 
on hand to help. He tweeted: “Options: 






boot-edge-edge or 
Buddha-judge or Boot-a- 
judge or Boo-tuh-judge.” 
There are already T-shirts 
reading Boot Edge Edge 
2020 (right). 
The man himself has a simple 

solution: “You can just call me Pete.” 
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Midwest with his bold mayoral policies. Philip Delves Broughton asks if Pete Buttigieg is America’s greatest hope 





tian discernment”, a way of reaching a 
decision codified by St Ignatius Loyola. 
It involves spiritual exercises in which 
you imagine various scenarios for your- 
self and settle on the one you believe 
will lead to the greatest fulfilment. 

As a gay, practising Episcopalian he 
has argued that it is time Democrats 
took religion back from the Republican 
Right. He has called Trump's evangelical 
Christian Vice-President, Mike Pence, 
the “cheerleader of the porn-star presi- 
dency” and asked if Pence “stopped 
believing in scripture when he started 
believing in Donald Trump”. In a race 























































likely to be decided by slivers of the 
electorate, his ease in discussing reli- 
gion may win back voters who could 
not stand Hillary Clinton in 2016, but 
have tired of Trump’s coarse conduct. 

What he lacks in political organisation 
and experience he makes up for with 
energy and originality. Challenged on 
his age, he compares himself to Jacinda 
Ardern, the 38-year-old Prime Minister 
of New Zealand, and the President of 
France, Emmanuel Macron, 41. 

In South Bend, Buttigieg took ona city 
with many of the problems of small 
towns and cities across the US: an aban- 


Google Home 


Democratic 
runners 
and riders 


Beto O’Rourke 
The former Texan 
congressman, 

aged 46, was little 
known outside his 
hometown until 

he challenged 
Republican senator 
Ted Cruz last year. 


Kamala Harris 
Harris, aged 54, has 
served as senator for 
California since 2017. 


Joe Biden 

The 76-year-old 
served as US 
vice-president from 
2009 to 2017. 


Bernie Sanders 
Sanders, 77, has been 
senator for Vermont 
since 2007. 


Elizabeth 
Warren 
The academic, 
69, has served 
as senator for 
Massachusetts 
since 2013. 


\ 
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doned industrial heart, decaying SP 
housing and a population unable a 
to move or re-educate itself for a 
changing economy. He told voters 
these towns were never going to go 
back to the way they were. Politicians 
who promised a return to the golden 
years of the Fifties and Sixties were 
lying. But that didn’t mean there was | 
not a vibrant future awaiting them. 
Buttigieg razed derelict housing and \ 
turned abandoned factories into / 
apartments and offices for digital | 
businesses and start-ups. He made © 


city government more efficient with 


a 






, 4 










technology, but also more intimate. 
Every few weeks, he would take a card 
table into a local school and talk to any- 
one who lined up to see him. 

South Bend has gone from being a 
byword for Midwestern rot to a model 
of urban regeneration. For the first time 
in 50 years, its population is growing. 


UTTIGIEG says his priority 
as president would be dem- 
ocratic reform. He believes 
America’s system of govern- 
ment is broken and would 
start with structural reforms to make it 
easier to pass legislation addressing dif- 
ficult issues such as climate change. 

As he told The New Yorker recently: 
“It is entirely possible that the House of 
Representatives has the wrong number 
of representatives, that the US Supreme 
Court has the wrong number of justices, 
and that the United States has the 
wrong number of states.” 

He believes the best approach with 
the current President is not to feed his 
aggression. Trump will beat any candi- 
date in a cage fight. So you have to avoid 
getting in the cage by coolly correcting 
Trump’s lies and presenting a better set 
of policies. Buttigieg, though, is not 
above taking digs at Trump’s age. He 
says voters should focus beyond 2020 
to 2054, the year when Buttigieg will be 
the age Trump is now. 

| He decided to run because he saw 
/}\q anopening foranewvoice. He saw 
“ it in the fact that the industrial 

| Midwest had voted for Trump in 
2016, but uneasily, and that Dem- 
ocrats were failing to address the 

. economic anxieties of towns such 

as South Bend. And he saw what 

he describes as a “tectonic shift” 

4 between two eras in American 

(, politics. The era now passing is 

the Reagan consensus, in which 
Republican and Democratic 
presidents agreed on the basic 
virtues and tenets of capitalism, free 






' markets and democracy. Trump has 


initiated an era of nationalism and 

populism on the Right, and aresurgent 
socialism on the Left. 

America is uneasy about this drift to 


| the extremes. Buttigieg, early in this 


electoral season, looks like the candi- 
date most comfortable with creating a 
new middle ground. 

@delvesbroughton 


plus get a Google Home 
on us with Supertast Fibre. 


Nye hie ele 
was £35.99 


; AS haan 


CoM anelaidanee)aiagsrele 
e £9.99 delivery 


olaUhs 


Offer ends 25th April 


Join today. Search BT broadband or call 0800 012 1744 


And get a 
Google Home 


worth £129 


r= 
Yom Malslas 


Your monthly price will increase from March 2020 every year by the Consumer Price Index rate of inflation published in January that year. See bt.com/cpi for details. Superfast Fibre: 96% coverage across the UK. Average 50Mbps: based on speed available to at least 50% of customers 
at peak time (8-10pm). Your actual speed will be dependent on your location, phone line, home wiring, wi-fi connection and time of day. Check your speed at BT.com/speed. 


Save £108: based on taking Superfast Fibre (was £35.99 a month now £29.99 a month). For new residential customers. Compatible line required otherwise £49.99 connection charge may apply. Payment by Direct Debit. If you leave in the first year, we'll charge you up to £65 towards the cost of your new BT Smart Hub. Superfast Fibre: Price from month 19 currently £52.49 a month. 
Google Home: Available to new BT broadband residential customers purchasing Superfast Fibre. You'll receive your Google Home within 30 days of your broadband installation. Terms apply. 


HUAWET P30 Pro | 


CO-ENGINEERED WITH 








“Unbeatable zoom “Arguably the best “The very pinnacle of 
on a smartphone camera” flagship phone in 2019” technological innovation” 
Pocketiint 

expertreviews 
KAKI K _ oe Re xk BEST BUY 


Huawei P30 Pro 
Aprit 2019 


HUAWE! 








WW HUAWEI 


Product colour, shape, interface and functions are for reference only. The actual product may vary. 


EVENINGSTANDARD TUESDAY 16 APRIL 2019 27 








Fashion 












































3-PAGE SPECIAL 

















Green party: 
Mother of Pearl’s 
new No Frills 
collection by Amy 
Powney, below left 


Meet the 
revolutionists 


Clothes are the new plastic as the campaign to 
clean up our wardrobes gathers pace. Ahead of a 
busy week for stylish sustainability, Karen Dacre 
and Emma McCarthy introduce the innovators 


1. The red-carpet radical carefully audited factories, suppliers 
Amy Powney, creative director, and farmers through to traceability 
Mother of Pearl throughout the supply chain. On the 
East London-based luxury label Mother shopping site, each garment is 

of Pearl has long been lauded for its labelled with up to 10 sustainable 


directional design, but its dedication to attributes, from fabric derived using 
sustainability has seen it take its rightful sustainable forestry methods to 


place as a British fashion frontrunner. responsible water consumption. Even 
Conscious consumption has been a the studio is a plastic-bottle-free zone 
lifelong passion for its long-serving that uses eco energy suppliers and 
designer Amy Powney, who has taken offers a package-free vegetarian lunch 
care to ensure a green mindset is at the scheme. 
heart of everything they do. What sets the brand apart the most 
At the brand’s core is No Frills, a is its sustainable antidote to the one- 
sustainable collection of everyday wear-only eveningwear market, with 
staples born from a project to create a digitally printed dresses with bamboo 
quality product with a silk linings to statement coats crafted 


transparent supply chain, 
organic materials, and low 
carbon footprint, that is also 
socially responsibility and 
free from animal cruelty. 
This mindset — “I always 
refer to sustainabilityasa 
mindset, it’sbecomea /¥4 
little like a brain filter —/ 
for me,” says Powney /¢ I 1 
— increasingly MA 
informs the entire 
Mother of Pearl " WY. I) Jos 
worldandspans °. ee | RN 


° a 
oven! 


from recycled wool designed to be 
worn and loved forever. She’s 
even branched out into eco- 
friendly bridalwear. EM 
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Claire Bergkamp, global head of 
sustainability, Stella McCartney 

This Montana-born retail 
environmentalist is driven by cold, 
hard facts. Among them is the 
revelation that if the fashion industry 
continues moving in the direction it 
currently is, it will be using up a 
quarter of the planet’s entire carbon 
budget by 2050. 

Bergkamp’s remit at Stella 
McCartney has been to look deep into 
the supply chain. An overhaul of 
viscose is among her most inspiring 
solutions — the brand works witha 
sustainable forest in Sweden to create 
the raw material for the textile. 











TONIGHT AT 10PM 





Bergkamp was also instrumental in 
the There She Grows campaign, a 
project devised to raise awareness of 
the devastating impact fashion has on 
endangered and ancient forests. 

In the way a department store 
fashion buyer might scour the globe 
looking for interesting brands, 
Bergkamp travels in search of 
solutions. Her recent finds include 
Bolt Threads, a firm that harnesses 
proteins found in nature to create 
fibres and fabrics with both practical 
and revolutionary uses, among them 
spider silk. She was also involved in 
the design of Stella McCartney’s Old 
Bond Street flagship — a retail space 
lined with papier-mache walls created 
from office waste, and some of the 
cleanest air in London. KD 









© 






Alex McIntosh, 
course leader 
MA Fashion 
Futures, LCF 

As both course 
leader for MA 
Fashion Futures 
and a founding 
member of the Centre 
for Sustainable Fashion 

(CSF) at the London College of 
Fashion, as well as managing director 
of ethically-minded menswear label 
Christopher Raeburn, McIntosh is 
uniquely positioned when it comes to 
both planting seeds of change and 
watching how they take root ona 
commercial scale. 

During his time as LCF’s ethical 
ideas incubator — and occasional 
beekeeper for the college’s resident 
rooftop colony — McIntosh’s role has 
been to educate next-gen talent and 
nurture emerging businesses to think 
green. It is for this reason that brands 
such as Selfridges count on him to 
help develop their sustainable 
initiatives, from the Buying Better 
programme to its Bright New Things 
hub. His experience has also proved 
invaluable in helping to transform 
Raeburn’s pioneering Remade, 
Reduced, Recycled vision of 
transforming surplus fabrics into one 
of the most relevant brands on the 
British menswear landscape. EM 


Blackhorse Lane Atelier, founded 

by Bilgehan “Han” Ates 
Forward-thinker Han (pictured far 
left) worked as a tailor in his uncle’s 
East End factory and then as a 
restaurateur before launching the 
denim operation that is among the 
capital’s most exciting businesses. 
Blackhorse Lane Ateliers makes and 
sells selvedge and organic jeans with a 
dedication to sustainability. Moreover, 
Ates and his team have made it their 
mission to make local life a global 
issue, employing machinists who are 
local to its Walthamstow atelier and 
offering shared ownership to each 
employee. The studio, which is also 
home to a restaurant, houses 
craftspeople who are dedicated to 
restoration and renewal as well as 
creating design classics. Among Ates’ 
many points of genius is a lifetime 
repair policy that means none of their 
jeans should ever end up as landfill. 
(blackhorselane.com) KD 


Priya Ahluwalia, designer 

It’s been less than a year since Priya 
Ahluwalia graduated from the MA 
menswear course at Westminster 
University but the 


CARMEL KING/CARMELKI NG.COM) 











es 


new-gen talent has already made a 
name for herself as a future force for 
change. Not only has her brand of 
sustainable sportswear, which 
incorporates vintage fabric 
and second-hand clothing with 
cutting-edge design, seen her scoop 
this year’s H&M Design Award, but 
Ahluwalia has been tapped by adidas 
for its latest MakerLab collaboration. 
Inspired by her dual Indian-Nigerian 
heritage and south-west London 
roots, Ahluwalia is motivated by a 
desire to reduce fashion’s global 
footprint — a subject she explores 
further in her book Sweet Lassi, for 
which she travelled to Lagos and the 
global centre for recycling in India’s 
Panipat to document the impact of 
overconsumption. EM 


Dio Kurazawa, production specialist 
Working in his family’s factory in 
Thailand, Kurazawa saw the hamster- 
wheel manufacturing approach that is 
fast fashion in full flow. Then he made 
a career out of trying to change it. 
A production expert, he runs The 
Bear Scouts — a middle-man 
service which seeks to help 
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brands become less impactful in their 
supply chains, both socially and 
environmentally. Focusing on brands 
with kudos — among them skater 
label Soulland — he’s all about 4 
sourcing workable solutions that yg 
others will emulate. He’s passionate 
about innovative technology that lets 
brands work towards a “circular 
supply chain”. An expert in his field, 


he serves as special advisor to UN By 2028, 
supported Study Hall, the critically A 
acclaimed conference series that will aroun 

host its latest event, Sustainability as a 13 per cent 
Culture, in London later this month in 

accordance with Fashion Revolution of clothes : 
Week. He considers it “a joint effort to mwomens 
reduce the strain we have on our wardrobes 
planet’s resources.” Kurazawa is also . 

denim director of trends forecasting are likely 
agency WGSN. KD to be 


7. The campaigners second-hand 


Orsola de Castro and Carry Somers, 
founders of Fashion Revolution 
In the wake of the Rana Plaza factory 
collapse in Bangladesh in 2013, in 
which 1,134 people died and many 
more were injured, London-based | 
designers Carry Somers and Orsola de 
Castro founded Fashion Revolution. N 
The group set out to increase [ 
awareness within the clothing 
industry by asking consumers the 
question: “Who made your clothes?” 
Six years on and the Fashion 
Revolution initiative is the baseline for 
a changing clothing industry. Among 
de Castro and Somers’s greatest 
achievements is the introduction of 
the Fashion Transparency Index, 
which rates retailers based on the 
information available on their supply 
chain. Fashion Revolution is the 
world’s largest fashion-activism 
movement, working with citizens, 
policymakers, unions, NGOs, brands 
and retailers in more than 100 
countries around the world. KD 


QB 





8. The circularists 
Sophie Hersan and Fanny Moizant, 
founders of Vestiaire Collective 

By 2028, around 13 per cent of clothes 
in women’s wardrobes are likely to be 
second-hand. But first we must get 
acquainted with a new lexicon in the 
sustainability handbook — fashion 
circularity. “We discovered that 77 per 
cent of global consumers feel that 
sustainability is important,” says 
Sophie Hersan, co-founder 

of luxury resale site Vestiaire 
Collective. “But, on average, less 

than a third of consumers 

worldwide recognised the term 


@CRESSIDAJAMIESON 


Fashion | Life & Style 


‘circular fashion” As a result, the duo 
have joined forces with Dr Anna 
Brismar, from circular fashion 
authority Green strategy, to educate 
consumers on how to take a more 
rounded approach to their purchases. 
What’s crucial to note is that fashion 
circularity is about much more than 
second-hand clothes. In a booklet 
published by the brand, the circular 
fashion framework consists of seven 
principles that address the entire life 
cycle of a product and that, in an ideal 
world, every new garment should 
comply with. 
To begin, timeless, high- 
quality items should be 

produced on demand in an 

environmentally friendly, fair 

and ethical way. Secondly, 


S the item should be loved as 


much as possible, through 
care and repair, and then 
resold, swapped or donated 
before finally ending its life at a 
recycling facility to be made into a 
brand new garment. 
With the current average lifespan 
for a garment estimated to be just 
3.3 years, Vestiaire’s research suggests 
that by extending the active life of your 
clothes by as little as nine months will 
make a difference in reducing the 
amount of natural resources used in 
yarn and fabric production — 
currently the number-one cause of the 
industry’s environmental impact. EM 


9. The crafter 

Cressida Jamieson, embroiderer 
Most fast fashion is landfill within a 
year of purchase but fashion PR 
turned florist turned embroiderer 
Cressida Jamieson is quietly doing 
her bit to change that. Her unique 
embroidered T-shirts, which are made 
to order, are not something anyone 
will want to throw away in a hurry. 
They’re for life. Harking back to a day 
in which clothing brought with it 
intense emotional value, Jamieson’s 
contributions are loaded with 
sentimental worth. She represents a 
growing number of crafters whose 
time, skill and emotional input 
equates to a wearable item that is of 
true value. KD 


10. The eco-influencer 
Aja Barber, writer 
Passionate on issues spanning body 
positivity and the misrepresentation 
of black women, American-born, 
London-based Aja Barber’s Instagram 
bio describes herself as a “writer who 
loved fashion but fashion at its best is 
sustainable and inclusive.” Alongside 
posts of her self-styled second-hand 
and anti-fast fashion finds, Barber’s 
feed is refreshingly void of duck face 
selfies and instead poses difficult 
questions and highlights 
shocking stats, such as “Are 
you consuming without 
paying?” and “3/5 off all 
clothing ends up in 
incinerators or landfills 
within a year of being 
produced”. Next week, 
Barber will join a panel at 
Central Saint Martins’ 
Study Hall conference to 
discuss issues 
surrounding diversity and 
exploitation of both labour 
; and resources, with a focus 
\ on how sustainable fashion 
as a culture can effectively 
\ _ lead to positive change 
x ‘tm across the industry. 
Register for your free 
place at thelibrary.eco EM 
@karendacre 
@miss_mccarthy 
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Here comes 
the sun 


From documentaries about religious cults to 
coming-of-age dramas, Jessie Thompson exclusively 
reveals the line-up to this year’s Sundance London 


HE thing about risks is that 


they often 
Sundanc 
began in 1 
chance 


directors, including Quentin Tarantino, 
Paul Thomas Anderson and Steven 
Soderbergh, and it remains the best 
place to discover the leading film- 


makers of tomorrow. 
Sundance returns t 


this year with the pick of the 


bunch from its bigge 


festival in Park City, Utah. 


Getting your 
goat: below, an 
artefact used by 
Devil worshippers 
in Penny Lane’s 
documentary Hail 
Satan? 


pay off. Since the 
e Film Festival 
978 it has taken a 
on emerging 











o London 


rsister Sie 


With a reputation as one of ¥ Ve 


the most respected 
endent film festivals 


world, this year’s theme — 4% 
“Risk Independence” — 2 
pays tribute to the acts of 


daring made by f 


indep- | 
inthe j 


cts of 
ilm- , 


a 


makers and audiences 7 


alike. “These films 4 


variously challenge 


status quo, hold powerto 4f 
account and entertain J) 
—butthey’reallaresult 4 
of an artist’s risk,” says £ 
John Cooper, director of & 


Sundance. 


The festival takes 
place at Picturehouse 
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Central near Piccadilly Circus from May 
30 to June 2, with a programme of talks 
and short films running alongside 12 
big features (There’s also a surprise 
film, which the audience won’t know 
anything about until it starts). 

Programming a diverse range of 
voices and giving new film-makers a 
leg up is a responsibility the festival 
team take seriously. “Festivals have the 
power — they’re kingmakers and 
queenmakers,” says Mia Bays, producer 
of Sundance London. 

This year’s slate of films runs the 
gamut, from stories about female 
friendship and coming of age to 
documentaries about religious cults 

and Steve Bannon. Despite streaming 
platforms such as Netflix making it 

em easier to never leave 
we h fil 
yee your house, film 
festivals feel more 
a 
* 


’ 
1 7 important than ever. 


y 
: “Seeing a film in the 
cinema — even if it’s 
with 10 people — it’s 
that collective 
experience,” says 
%& Clare Binns, joint 
4) managing director 
of Picturehouse and 

. programmer of 








These films 
challenge 
the status 
quo, hold 
power to 
account and 
entertain 


the festival. “You’re enjoying the film, 
as the film-maker intended, on the big 
screen.” Here’s what film fans have to 
look forward to. 


Late Night 

Clearly the idea of Emma Thompson as 
a late-night television host should be 
made areality as soon as possible but for 
now she’s playing one on the big screen 
in Late Night, the festival’s opening film. 
Mindy Kaling — who also wrote the 
screenplay — plays the show’s only 
female writer, who is hired for diversity 
reasons and comes to blows with 


Thompson’s host. “It’s extremely funny, 
and very pertinent to what it’s like to be 
an older woman in the media — and 
Kaling is a talent to watch,” says Binns. 


The Last Tree 

“T felt like I hadn’t seen a film like this 
before,” says Bays. “It’s areally powerful 
examination of black British masculinity 
in a coming-of-age frame.” Sam 
Adewunmi plays Femi, whose teenage 
years are fractured by geography: 
British-born with Nigerian heritage, he 
moves from rural Lincolnshire after a 


Colour is the winner in this elegant wrestle with Turner’s legacy 


EXHIBITION 
Sea Star: Sean Scully 
National Gallery, WC2 


KKK KY 





Ben Luke 





THE increasing fashion for showing 
contemporary artists alongside Old 
Masters often results in awkward 
collisions, but this show gets it right. 
One painting by a master, 
JMW Turner’s Evening Star, is here. 
Chosen by Scully, it’s alone, hung 
deliberately and sensibly at a distance 
from his paintings, pastels and prints. 
The Turner is one of those 
remarkable unfinished works he 
left at his death, essentially two 
horizontal bands representing the 


sky, with the planet Venus barely 
visible, and the sea, with a boy and his 
dog playing in the shallows. Almost 
all the painterly incident occurs 
where the bands meet: Venus’s 
reflection, hints of a fading sunset. 

This is what the Turner has most 
in common with Scully: so much 
happens where colours abut. Also 
common to both artists’ work is a 
profound sense of atmosphere. But 
Scully could liberate paint from its 
representational function so that 
within a taut structure — blocks and 
bands of colour — it’s almost all 
atmosphere and emotion. 

His specific response to Turner is 
Landline Star, a painting with seven 
horizontal bands of colour, hinting at 
horizons but denying illusion, 





Surface 
tensions: 
Landline 
Star, 2017 


bringing us back to the world of 
paint. 

In three rooms we see Scully 
pushing and pulling surface and 
depth in dense pastels, exquisitely 
watery aquatint and spitbite prints, 
and vast paintings, where he 
continues to develop his language. 

And while Scully’s paintings do 
evoke land, sea and sky, they’re as 
likely to reference the medieval Book 
of Durrow, Moroccan textiles and Van 
Gogh’s colour and mark-making. We 
see a painter wrestling not just with 
Turner’s legacy, but with the history 
of his medium. And, thankfully, 
without the forced juxtapositions that 
can ruin this kind of show. 

@ Until Aug 11 (020 7747 2885, 
nationalgallery.org.uk) 
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happy childhood to live in inner London 
with his mother. It looks set to make 
director and screenwriter Shola Amoo’s 
name one to remember. 


Animals 

Emma Jane Unsworth’s novel about 
female friendship at its most messy 
and glorious flew under the radar when 
it was released in 2014. The film 
adaptation arrives at a time when an 
appetite for stories about the complex 
choices facing women couldn’t be 
stronger. “It’s a coming-of-age story that 
does something fresh with the form,” 





GO GUIDE BD 





ARTS & CULTURE 
TOMORROW 


TOM HUGHES ON HIS NEW FILM, RED JOAN 
Read the latest reviews online standard.co.uk/arts 





says Bays. It moves the action from 
London to Dublin, with Holliday 
Grainger and Alia Shawkat playing 
twentysomething best friends whose 
relationship changes when one of them 
gets engaged. 


Apollo 11 

This archival reconstruction of the 1969 
Moon landing features 70mm footage 
and audio that’s never been seen or 
heard before. It’s the kind of thing that 
the big screen is made for. “We watched 
it again recently, and I tell you, almost 
lifted out of my seat,” says Binns. 








Risk-takers: 
clockwise from 
far left, Holliday 
Grainger and 

Alia Shawkat in 
Animals; Julianne 
Moore in After the 
Wedding; Emma 
Thompson in 

Late Night; Buzz 
Aldrin in Apollo 11; 
Demi Moore in 
Corporate 
Animals 





The Nightingale 

Australian film-maker Jennifer Kent 
scared us silly with The Babadook in 
2014; now she returns with a dark tale 
set in a 19th-century British penal 
colony. Aisling Franciosi plays an Irish 
convict who wants to wreak revenge on 
a British officer (Sam Claflin) who 
committed violence against her family. 
“It’s an extraordinary piece of work: 
really challenging, provocative and 
pushes a lot of buttons,” says Bays. 


After the Wedding 
Going to a wedding often already feels 








like a significant philanthropic deed. 
Never more so than in this twisty drama 
from Bart Freundlich, in which a 
woman attends a wealthy benefactor’s 
nuptials to try and get funding for her 
Indian orphanage. It’s based on Susanne 
Bier’s 2006 Danish film, nominated for 
Best Foreign Language Film at the 
Oscars, and stars Julianne Moore and 
Michelle Williams in roles gender- 
flipped from the original film. 


Ask Dr Ruth 

It seems unbelievable that Dr Ruth 
Westheimer would get to 90 before a 
documentary was made about her but 
director Ryan White has made it happen. 
In the film she speaks candidly about 
her life, from surviving the Holocaust 
to becoming America’s most prominent 
sex therapist and a pioneering voice of 
the sexual revolution. 


The Brink 

If Donald Trump’s Twitter feed makes 
you sweat with anxiety, this documentary 
about his right-hand man Steve Bannon 
might give you full-on palpitations. 
Alison Klayman’s film explores how the 
former White House chief strategist 
cannot be written off as a fringe Right- 
wing voice, in a film that follows him as 
he travels around the United States to 
spread his nationalist message. 


Corporate Animals 

With shows such as Peep Show, Fresh 
Meat to his name, as well as material 
for The Thick Of It, Sam Bain’s comedy 
pedigree is indisputable. With his 
observational skill for the awkward, it 
makes sense that he’s penned a film 
about an egotistical CEO — played by 
Demi Moore — who takes her team on 
a team-building trip to New Mexico. 
Not something you'd want inflicted on 
you but the perfect set-up fora 
comedy. 


The Death of Dick Long 

Daniel Scheinert isn’t known for 
making conventional films — he had 
Daniel Radcliffe play a flatulent corpse 
in Swiss Army Man — and his latest is 
no different. In this dark comedy, a pair 
of pals do their best to cover up the 
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death of their friend; things take a turn 
when the reasons for his death are 
revealed. 


The Farewell 

After the success of Crazy Rich Asians 
Hollywood can no longer ignore the 
impact of Asian storytelling. Rapper 
Awkweafina stars in Lulu Wang’s film 
about a Chinese-American who returns 
to China when her grandmother is 
diagnosed with a terminal illness. 


Hail Satan? 

“It’s hilarious — but also telling,” is how 
Binns describes Penny Lane’s docu- 
mentary about The Satanic Temple, a 
religious movement in the US which 
was established only six years ago. It’s 
a movement that believes Satanism is 
an activist force that can challenge 
authority and provoke political change; 
Lane explores whether the movement 
really can speak truth to power. 


Shorts 

“The step from short to feature is a 
really tough step to make,” says Binns. 
Sundance is committed to showing a 
programme of short films every year; 
seven have been selected from the 
programme shown at Utah, including 
animation, documentary and drama. 
There’s Muteum, an animated short 
about the importance of museums 
made bya team from Estonia and Hong 
Kong, and Sometimes I Think About 
Dying, about awoman who wants to die 
(but a man in her office fancies her). 


Events 

As ever there will be opportunities to 
hear film-makers discuss their work, in 
a series of Q&As tackling big issues as 
well as queries about their craft. This 
year’s panel discussions will include a 
debate about this year’s theme, “Risk 
Independence’, as well as conversations 
about women in independent film- 
making, writing comedy and making 
the leap from short films to features. 
@ Sundance Film Festival: London 
takes place at Picturehouse Central, W1 
(picturehouses.com/sundance), from 
May 30-June 2. Priority booking starts 
on Friday, tickets go on sale on April 23. 


WEST END THEATRES 


LYRIC THEATRE 
0330 333 4812 


THRILLER LIVE 


Tues-Fri 7.30pm, Sat 4pm & 8pm, 
Sun 3.30pm & 7.30pm 


thrillerlive.com 











Fortune Theatre 
0844 871 7626 


THE WOMAN IN BLACK 


Tuesday-Saturday 8pm, 
Tuesday & Thursday 3pm, Saturday 4pm 


www.thewomaninblack.com 
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TONIGHT’S TELEVISION 


BBC1 


6.00 
6.30 
6.55 


BBC News at Six (S,HD); Weather. 

BBC London News (S); Weather. 

Party Election Broadcast (R,S,HD). 

By the Liberal Democrats. 

7.00 The One Show (S,HD). 

7.30 EastEnders (S,HD). Kathy is surprised 

to learn Lola’s news. 

Holby City (S,HD). Zosia and Jac’s 

relationship deteriorates when Jac pulls 

rank over a patient’s treatment. 

Trust Me (S,HD). 1/4. New series. 

Corporal Jamie McCain is left in hospital 

with a spinal injury, and his paranoia 

intensifies when patients start to die 

around him. With Alfred Enoch. 

10.00 BBC News at Ten (S,HD). 

10.25 BBC London News (S); Weather. 
Followed by National Lottery Update. 

10.35 Eating with My Ex (S,HD). 7/9. Jack 
wants to know if Saara will tell her strict 
father about their relationship. 

11.05 I’m Coming Out (R,S,HD). 1/2. Young 
adults come out to their parents. 

11.35 Getting High for God? (R,S,HD). 1/2. 
The use of hallucinogenics by religions. 

12.05 Weather for the Week Ahead (S,HD). 


8.00 


9.00 


BBC2 


6.00 Richard Osman’s House of Games 
(R,S,HD). With Amol Rajan, Gaby Roslin, 
Beattie Edmondson and Hugh Dennis. 
Island Medics (R,S,HD). Behind the 
scenes at the Gilbert Bain Hospital. 

7.00 Antiques Road Trip (S,HD). 

8.00 Your Home Made Perfect (S,HD). 1/5. 

New series. Cutting-edge virtual reality 

and visual effects enable people to see 

what the future of their home could look 
like, before it is built in reality. 

Presented by Angela Scanlon. 

Surgeons: At the Edge of Life (S,HD). 

2/6. Consultant maxillofacial surgeon 

Tim Martin operates on a woman with a 

disease so rare, he is believed to be the 

first in the UK to attempt the procedure. 

10.00 Don’t Forget the Driver (S,HD). 2/6. 
Peter makes a rash decision after seeing 
a woman being mistreated by strangers. 

10.30 Newsnight (S,HD). 

1110 Weather (S,HD). 

1145 AHouse Through Time (R,S,HD). 2/4. 
The residents of Ravensworth Terrace 
from the 1860s to the 1900s. 

12.45 Sign Zone: Pilgrimage: the Road to Rome (R,S,HD). 1.15 


6.30 


9.00 


ITV 


6.00 
6.25 


ITV News London (S,HD); Weather. 

Party Election Broadcast (S,HD). 

By the Liberal Democrats. 

ITV Evening News (S,HD); Weather. 

Emmerdale (S,HD). Victoria and Moira 

are forced together. 

7.30 Save Money: Lose Weight (S,HD). 2/8. 

Lisa Riley’s “honesty diet” is road-tested 

by a 44-year-old surgical matron. 

Emmerdale (S,HD). An incident leaves 

Harriet terrified. 

Hard to Please OAPs (S,HD). 2/6. 

June Brown befriends a robot. 

The Widow (S,HD). 4/8. Martin and 

Ariel seek to determine the identity of 

the army general linked to the plane 

crash, while Georgia puts herself in 

danger to get closer to Pieter. 

10.00 ITV News at Ten (S,HD); Weather. 

10.30 ITV News London (S,HD); Weather. 

10.45 The Jonathan Ross Show (R,S,HD). 
7/10. With guests Jeremy Clarkson, 
Emma Bunton and Samson Kayo. 

11.45 The Bay (R,S,HD). 

12.40 Tenable (R,S,HD). 1.30 Jackpot247 (HD). 3.00 All Star 

Family Fortunes (R,S,HD). 3.45 ITV Nightscreen (HD). 5.05 


6.30 
7.00 


8.00 


8.30 


9.00 


CHANNEL4 


6.00 The Simpsons (R,S). Homer tries to 
fulfil his mother’s dying wish. 
Hollyoaks (R,S,HD). Darren worries the 
baby may not be his biological son. 
News (S,HD). 

Food Unwrapped (S,HD). Jimmy 

Doherty dons a beer jacket in Iceland to 

see if booze can keep a person warm. 

The Great British School Swap (S,HD). 

1/3. New series. A predominantly white 

school and a mainly Asian school swap 

pupils in an experiment. 

10.00 First Dates (S,HD). New series. Return 
of the restaurant-based dating show, 
hosted by Fred Sirieix. Participants 
include energetic 32-year-old owl 
sanctuary volunteer Krystal. 

11.05 Ramsay’s 24 Hours to Hell and Back 
(S,HD). New series. Gordon Ramsay 
visits the Trolley Stop Café in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

12.00 Celebrity SAS: Who Dares Wins for Stand Up to Cancer 

(R,S,HD). 12.55 Grand Designs: the Street (R,S,HD). 1.50 The 

Restoration Man (R,S,HD). 2.45 Supershoppers (R,S,HD), 

3,15 French Collection (R,S,HD). 4.10 All Star Driving School 

(R,S,HD). 4.35 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures (R,S,HD), 4.55 


6.30 


7.00 
8.00 


9.00 





12.10 BBC News (S,HD). Sign Zone: Inside the Factory (RS). 2.15 This ls BBC Two(S). | The Jeremy Kyle Show (R,S,HD). The £100k Drop (R,S,HD). 5.50 Countdown (R,S,HD), 
CHANNELS SKY ATLANTIC SKY WITNESS SKY1 
6.00 Home and Away (R,S,HD). Colby 6.00 Without a Trace (R,S,HD). The squad 6.00 Border Security: Australia’s Front Line | 6.00 Futurama(R,S). 

discovers that Bella has fled the Bay. examines the case of a journalist who (R,S,HD). Documentary series. 6.30 The Simpsons (R,S,HD). Surveillance 


6.30 
7.00 


5 News Tonight (S,HD). 
Secrets of the National Trust with 
Alan Titchmarsh (R,S,HD). 4/6. 
The host visits Grade 2 listed The 
Workhouse in Nottinghamshire. 
Followed by 5 News Update. 
8.00 The Yorkshire Vet (S,HD). 6/10. Julian 
helps a horse that has suffered a painful 
injury. Followed by 5 News Update. 
Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild 
(S,HD). 1/4. New series. Ben meets 
more people who have moved to 
remote locations, beginning in Peru. 
10.00 The Murder Next Door (S,HD). An 
elderly couple killed by a neighbour. 
11.05 Flaunting My Fat for Cash (R,S,HD). 
Three women making money 
by appealing to men who prefer 
the larger form. 
12.05 The Great British Benefits Hotel (R,S,HD). 1.00 
Teleshopping (S,HD). 1.30 Teleshopping. 2.00 Teleshopping. 
2.30 Teleshopping. 3.00 Access. 3.10 Wentworth Prison 
(R,S,HD). 4.00 The Railways That Built Britain with Chris 
Tarrant (R,S,HD). 4.45 House Doctor (R,S). 5.10 Great Artists 
(R,S). 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R,S). 


9.00 





disappeared while working on a story 
about water pollution. 

CSI: Crime Scene Investigation 
(R,S,HD). Grissom, Sara and Greg try to 
determine how a man came to be 
crushed to death in a hotel room, 
following a trail of clues that leads them 
to a convention for overweight people. 
Blue Bloods (R,S,HD). Danny's family is 
put in danger by a drug lord. 

The Case Against Adnan Syed (HD). In 
the final episode of the investigation 
into Hae Min Lee’s murder, the facts of 
the case are laid out alongside the latest 
developments of Adnan Syed’s appeal. 
10.10 Game of Thrones (R,HD). The fantasy 
drama based on George RR Martin’s A 
Song of Ice and Fire series of novels 
returns for its eighth and final season. 
Billions (R,S,HD). Taylor considers 
business with an unexpected partner. 
12.25 Veep (R,HD). 1.00 Barry (R,HD). 1.40 Our Cartoon 
President (R,S,HD). 2.15 Our Cartoon President (R,S,HD). 
2.50 Gomorrah (R,S,HD), 4.00 The West Wing (R,S,HD). 
5.00 The West Wing (R,S,HD), 


7.00 


8.00 


9.00 


11.15 





6.30 Border Security: Australia’s Front Line 
(R,S,HD). Documentary series. 
Nothing to Declare (HD). The work of 
customs officers in Australia. 
7.30 Nothing to Declare (HD). The work of 
customs officers in Australia. 
8.00 Criminal Minds (R,HD). A murder case 
becomes personal for Alvez when his 
colleagues link the crimes to his time 
working for the DEA in pursuit of the 
most notorious hitman in Mexico. 
9-1-1 (HD). Special flashback episode in 
which Chimney looks back at his growth 
into the man he is today, remembering 
how he joined the force and his work as 
a firefighter and a paramedic. 
10.00 World’s Most Evil Killers (R,S,HD). 
“The Butcher of Plainfield”, Ed Gein. 
11.00 Criminal Minds (R,S,HD). The team 
searches for a killer in Portland, Oregon. 
12.00 World’s Most Evil Killers (R,S,HD). 1.00 Grey's 
Anatomy (R,HD). 2.00 Station 19 (R,HD). 3.00 Brit Cops: 
Frontline Crime UK (R,S). 4.00 Nothing to Declare (R,S). 
4,30 Nothing to Declare (R,S). 5.00 Motorway Patrol (R,S). 
5.30 Motorway Patrol (R,S). 


7.00 


9.00 





cameras are installed in Springfield. 
The Simpsons (R,S,HD). Moe stirs up 
marital strife in Springfield. 
7.30 The Simpsons (R,S,HD). A new 
neighbour moves in. 
8.00 Arrow (HD). Mia and William venture 
into the Glades on a dangerous mission 
and run into Dinah, Roy and Zoe, who 
deliver some devastating news. 
SEAL Team (HD). As Bravo prepares for 
what they expect to be a cushy 
deployment with the luxury of staying in 
a hotel in the Philippines, Jason tries to 
find a way to pay for Emma’s college 
fees. David Boreanaz stars. 
10.00 A League of Their Own (R,S,HD). 
With guests Geri Horner, John Terry 
and Josh Widdicombe. 
11.00 Curfew (R,HD). An act of sabotage 
causes all hell to break loose. 
12.00 Road Wars. Police officers combat vehicle crime. 
(R,S,HD). 1.00 DC’s Legends of Tomorrow (R,HD). 2.00 Road 
Wars (R,S,HD). 2.30 Comedians Watching Football with 
Friends (R,HD). 3.00 Hawaii Five-0 (R,S,HD). 4.00 Road 
Wars (R,S). 5.00 Stargate SG-1 (R,S,HD). 


7.00 


9.00 





LONDON LIVE 


6.00 London Focus. 

7.00 A Place by the Sea. Seetha Hallett helps 
house-hunters find their dream 
property on the coast. 

8.00 Oxford Street Revealed. Documentary 

revealing the inner workings of Oxford 

Street, following police and paramedics 

as they keep the public safe. 

Danny Dyer’s Real Football Factories. 

Danny Dyer investigates evidence of 

football hooliganism in London during 

the derby matches between West Ham 

United and Millwall. 

10.00 UFF: Football Changing Lives. Ultimate 
Football Fan TV get under the skin of the 
football scene in the UK and meets the 
people using the game as a way to make 
the world a better place. 

11.00 John Lennon: Love Is All You Need. 
Rare footage of the singer, following his 
rise to fame, the end of his marriage, his 
relationship with Yoko Ono, and his 
decision to become a solo artist. 

12.40 Film: Monique (1970). Drama, starring Sibylla Kay. 

2.25 The Adventures of Robin Hood. 3.00 The Stuarts 

in Exile. 4.00 Horizon: Defeating Cancer. 5.00 

Horizon: Living with Autism. 


9.00 





UFF: Football Changing Lives 
London Live, 10pm 

Over the last few weeks there have 
been numerous incidents on and 
around the terraces which have done 
much to besmirch the beautiful game 
and the thousands of fans who turn 
up to support their club. 

In a series of films, Ultimate 
Football Fan TV meets those using the 
game for good and in this series they 
tackle gangs, prison, and a team 
composed of players who've lost a 
child through stillbirth. 

Edited by Toby Earle 
London Live TV reporter @tobyontv 
London Live is on Freeview 8, Sky 117, Virgin 159 
and YouView 8. Follow us on Twitter @londonlive 
and like us on Facebook at LondonLive 


STARS SHELLEY VON STRUNCKEL 


Aries March 20 - April 19 

Ordinarily, you’re swift to put a plan into action. 
Yet, with the circumstances you’re dealing 
with changing, you've no choice but to ensure 
arrangements are flexible. Aggravating as the 
delays are, the results will justify your patience. 
0904 470 1141 (65p per minute)* 


Taurus April 20 - May 20 

Sometimes, disagreements are no more than 
that. However, as you'll soon discover, those 
you're currently facing are forcing you and 
others to recognise the actual foundation on 
which your relationship is based is changing. 
0904 470 1142 (65p per minute)* 


Gemini May 21 - June 20 
The time has come to review what you’ve done 
and committed to over the past few months. 
During this period, Mercury was accenting 
pivotal decisions and you had little time to 
explore options. Now you do, take advantage of it. 
0904 470 1143 (65p per minute)* 





Cancer June 21 - July 21 

Often, obstacles are no more than problems to 
be dealt with. However, at least one is more 
about what you can, and should, learn than the 
actual situation. Your instincts have already 
roused questions about this matter. Investigate. 
0904 470 1144 (65p per minute)* 


Leo July 22 - August 22 

A certain individual has a talent for offloading 
responsibilities they’d rather not face. And, 
recently, they’ve realised that you’ll often 
take over. This is annoying, but easier than 
confronting the individual. Rethink this. 
0904 470 1145 (65p per minute)* 


Virgo August 23 - September 22 
During the past month or so, you've often kept 
your views to yourself. Between tricky issues 
about who’s right and who’s wrong, the less you 
said, the better. Now that your ruler Mercury is 
shifting its position, these issues will be resolved. 
0904 470 1146 (65p per minute)* 


Libra September 23 - October 22 

Tempting as it is to sidestep provocative matters, 
you're urged to raise them with the intention of 
talking them through. Unwise as this may seem, 
the resulting discussions will explain numerous 
issues and help you find the solution for others. 
0904 470 1147 (65p per minute)* 


Scorpio October 23 - November 21 
Everybody dreams about fantastic ideas or offers 
appearing from nowhere. But, in the past, those 
seemingly glorious developments turned out to 
be extremely complicated. That might be the 
case now, too. Still, despite that, this is for real. 
0904 470 1148 (65p per minute)* 


Sagittarius November 22 - December 20 
Only now are you beginning to realise the degree 
to which others rely on you for a fresh take on 
persistent problems. Yet recently, you’ve been 
struggling with tricky matters of your own, so 
had little to offer to others. 

0904 470 1149 (65p per minute)* 


Capricorn December 21 - January 19 

You tend to feel that if you both forgive and 
forget the upsetting, if not troublesome, actions 
of others, you'll remain vulnerable to similar 
situations. On the contrary, in letting go, you 
will also learn from the experience. 

0904 470 1150 (65p per minute)* 


Aquarius January 20 - February 17 

Good fortune can appear in many forms. While 
such events are welcome, what’s coming your 
way now may seem more of a problem than a 
blessing. This is primarily because it would mean 
altering long-standing arrangements. 

0904 470 1151 (65p per minute)* 


Pisces February 18 - March 19 
For ages you’ve said nothing about the 
increasingly provocative actions of one 
particular individual. While that was wise in the 
past, sudden changes in circumstances mean 
you'll need to rethink your stance. 
0904 470 1152 (65p per minute)* 





IF IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY 
TOMORROW... 


It’s the rare Aries who feels the need to justify 
any activity or passion. You don’t need others’ 
interest to enjoy something. Yet, with the 
communication planet Mercury moving into 
Aries on your birthday, this type of explanation 
isn’t just important, it’s as much about clarifying 
your own thinking as it is explaining your 
feelings or the rewards of activities to others. 
Initially, you won't notice, but you'll soon realise 
that life itself has become more exciting. 


NEED ADVICE ON WORK? 


Call and speak to one of Shelley’s Astrologers on 


0906 400 1008** Za 
(£1.50 per minute) fi 











*Astro line horoscopes are updated every Friday. Calls cost 65p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge and will last approximately five minutes. **0906 number costs £1.50 per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge. 
Maximum call duration for live services is 20 minutes. Service open daily from 8am-lam. You must be over 18 years old to use this service. Calls recorded and regulated by PhonePayPlus. For entertainment purposes only. Service provided by Spoke. Customer service: 0333 202 3392 
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Alastair McKay The Viewer 


Beware the dodgy doctors in this hospital 
where youll be lucky to get out alive 





Trust Me 
BBC One, 9pm 


KKK ION 


IT’S never a good sign in a hospital 
drama when someone mentions Harold 
Shipman. But then the bad portents are 
all around in Dan Sefton’s post- 
traumatic stress thriller, which plays 
around with reality to such an extent 
that it’s possible to go for several 
seconds at a time without remembering 
that you are watching a contrived 
situation in which nothing is what it 
seems. 

The setting is a spinal hospital in 
Glasgow, the James Stewart Spinal Unit. 
“Welcome to the Jimmy Stewart,” says 
a glum orderly, just to stress the point. 

Why so much talk about James 
Stewart? Well, he was an everyman 
actor who famously had problems with 
an imaginary rabbit. There is some 
playful stuff with perception going on, 
but — so far — no outsized leporids. 
More to the point, Stewart also starred 
in Rear Window, where a housebound 
man inawheelchair started overthinking 
the activities of his neighbours. And, at 
the risk of overloading the reference, 
Stewart was a fighter pilot who struggled 
with PTSD, though the condition was 
dismissively known as being “flak 
happy”. 

So this hospital is a spinal unit. Our 
hero, the patient, Jamie McCain (Alfred 
Enoch) is paralysed, though his arms 
work a bit and his brain is addled. He 
suffers from the particular kind of 
stressful flashbacks that fictional 
soldiers get, where the post-traumatic 
flashes cut out at the point of culpability, 
leaving the flasher’s guilt or innocence 
in some doubt. So he’s vulnerable, 
feeling guilty, and not sleeping well. 

Now, as luck would have it, Jamie 
shares a ward with Danny (Elliot 
Cooper), who is autistic, in the sense 





that he likes Doctor Who and has the 
capacity to know everything and yet still 
not be believed. Danny gets a lot of the 
Rear Window bits while Jamie catches 
the flak. What Danny tells Jamie is that 
the hospital has an unusually high 
mortality rate. An Angel of Death is at 
work. Danny has a Venus flytrap, which 
is more symbolic than effective. 

So, Harold Shipman, let’s have a look 
at the contestants. Mostly, there’s Dr 
Archie Watson (John Hannah). “Don’t 
worry,’ says Dr Watson. “I’ve heard all 
the jokes.” As a boss, Dr Watson is from 
the school of David Brent, acting as ifa 








SERIAL BOX 
No Good Nick 
Netflix 

Melissa Joan Hart’s 
attempt at a family 
friendly sitcom has 
received only modest 
applause but perhaps 
it needs time to 
settle. Hart, below, 
plays Liz, and is 
married to Ed 
(Stranger Things’s 
Sean Astin). She’s a 
competitive career 
mum, and he’s a 
dorky fun dad. They 
have two kids, teen 
activist Molly (Lauren 
Lindsey Donzis) and 
popular high schooler 
Jeremy (Kalama 
Epstein). Nick 
(Kalama Epstein) is 
the con artist who 
moves in, claiming 

to be a distantly 
related orphan. 





CATCH UP 
Mimiona 
Mission 

BBC iPlayer 
YouTube star Mimi 
Missfit takes seven 
British teenagers 


In safe hands? 
physiotherapist 
Debbie (Ashley 
Jensen) and 

Dr Watson 
(John Hannah) 


coat hanger is stuck inside his suit 
jacket. “I think we’re still deep in a 
certain Egyptian river,” he tells his 
numb colleagues. Eventually, the reply 
comes: “Denial.” 

Then there’s Debbie the cheerful 
physio (Ashley Jensen). She seems 
completely nice, which is odd in itself. 
Debbie does not seem to be a suspect 
but she is over-friendly with Dr Watson, 
and this is likely to fall foul of the 
Dramatic Surprise Female Protagonist 
Act (2018), in which the apparently 
blameless woman did it. 

That may also apply to Dr Zoe Wade 


(Katie Clarkson-Hill), who is both 
cheery and a bit carefree with the 
sleeping pills. Dr Watson interrupts a 
monologue about the more complicated 
sex — “Women, eh? The old emotional 
enigma” — to alert us to something 
dubious about Zoe, and how we must 
be wary of a recurrence. 

And so it goes. Dr Watson doubles 
Jamie’s dose, Zoe gives him a little 
something, Jamie gifts him the Venus 
flytrap, and the plot becomes a bed- 
bound hallucination; a trip; a textbook 
case of post-dramatic stress. 
@AHMcKay 





aged 14 and 15 ona 
sex-education trip to 
the Netherlands. The 
team want to find out 
how the Dutch teach 
sex and everything 
related, from falling 
in love to keeping 
safe online. The full 
box set is available. It 
starts with First Love, 
where the group 
explore feelings and 
relationships and 
take a sex IQ test. 





PICK OF THE DAY 


Gritty history lesson 
that’s action-packed 


Vikings 

History, 9pm 

THERE'S a thoughtful opening to 
season five of this historical drama. 
It starts in meditative fashion with 
Ivar the Boneless (Alex Hogh 
Andersen) asserting his leadership 
over the Great Heathen Army, while 
Lagertha (Katheryn Winnick) reigns 
as Queen of Kattegat. 

Ivar’s murder of his brother Sigurd 
sets the stage for vicious conflicts to 
come, as Ragnar’s sons plot their 
next moves after avenging their 
father’s death. Ivar’s excuse is hardly 
the most diplomatic: “I didn’t mean to 
kill him. He made me kill him.” 

There’s a dramatic scene as Floki 
(Gustaf Skarsgard) — who is still 
mourning the loss of his wife Helga 
— takes to the seas, submitting 
himself to the will of the gods as the 
crowd chants: “All hail Floki.” Bjorn 


In association with cy 





Norse stars: confrontation is imminent 
as the Vikings approach these islands 


(Alexander Ludwig) also follows his 
destiny into the Mediterranean. 

Get set for an all-action conclusion 
to the episode too, as the Vikings 
decide to attack in York, threatening 
the heart of England. Swords and axes 
flail, setting the scene for the battles 
to come. 
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SCREEN TIME 


Life is not getting 
any easier for Peter 


Don’t Forget the Driver 

BBC 2, 10pm 

TIM CROUCH and Toby Jones’s 
Bognor migrant comedy really is a 
delicate thing, held together by 
Jones’s performance as Peter, the 
bewildered coach driver. Last week, 
Peter found a body on the beach and 
unwittingly transported a migrant 
over the border from France. This 
week, he offers the same woman, Rita 
(Luwam Teklizgi), refuge on his coach 
as he transports a party of Baptists to 
a donkey sanctuary. 

Real life spools on all around him, 
offering competing stresses. His 
senile mother, Joy (Marcia Warren) is 
making a fortress out of her home 
(while muttering: “This is my house, 
mine,” to herself), and Kayla (Erin 
Kellyman) starts a new job at the 
Snack Shack. Peter just wants a quiet 
life, but his conscience intervenes. 








A nostalgic trip back 
to life on the street 


Oxford Street Revealed 
London Live, 8pm 

REMEMBER Crossrail’s early days? 
When the streets were apple-cored? 
Thankfully those days are long 

past, which makes this a nostalgic 
visit to a time when it was more 
troubled. 

That’s not the sole problem 
requiring a fix tonight, as there’s a 
light on Oxford Street which needs 
fixing. A light 400ft above the streets. 





A cultural icon and 
inspiration to many 


John Lennon: Love Is All You 
Need 

London Live, lipm 

EVEN when ready for bed John 
Lennon was hard at work. His and 
Ono’s week-long bed-in during their 
honeymoon in the presidential suite 
at the Amsterdam Hilton Hotel 
between March 25 and 31 in 1969 is 
one of the many elements of his solo 
career and activism explored in this 
documentary. 

But there is much to cover before 
their week-long comfy protest, this 
tracing his career right back to his 
origins and early career, as well as his 
first marriage to Cynthia. 

To add more to this review of a 
cultural icon and inspiration to so 
many, this has sourced rare and 
never-before seen footage of 
interviews with Ono, Cynthia, his son 
Julian, and John himself. 
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CODEWORD 


WIN A CRYSTAL MAZE LIVE EXPERIENCE FOR TWO 





Don’t miss tomorrow’s paper for another chance to enter 
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Take on the ultimate 
challenge with this 
immersive experience 
that will put your 
mental and physical 
abilities to the test. 
Race against the clock 
through themed zones 
to collect those all- 
important crystals, 
before competing in the 
finale for your chance to 
become champions of 
The Crystal Maze. 

This week’s theme is 
sitcoms. 


TO ENTER: Text 

ES CODEWORD 
followed by your 
answer to 85100 by 
23:59 tonight (eg: ES 
CODEWORD THE 
OFFICE). Texts cost £1 
plus your standard 
network charge. Or 
call 0901292 5008. 
Calls cost £1 plus your 
network access 
charge”. 


: 


Need alittle help 
getting started? Text 
or call our clueline for 
up to four extra clues. 
Text ES WORDCLUE 
to 85100. Texts cost 
£1 plus your standard 
network charge. Or 
call 0905 652 6230. 
Calls cost £1 plus your 
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charge*. 
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oe ee ee ee Yesterday’s codeword: buyaoift 
FRAISER WS 


Answers and clues change each day at 23:59. Usual promotion rules apply; see www.standard.co.uk/rules.* Phone & Text Services Helpline: 0800 839 174. One prize 
of a Crystal Maze Live Experience For Two is available. 18+ only. Terms & Conditions will be sent with the voucher. One winner will be selected at random from all 


correct answers received from 15/4/2019 to 19/4/2019. 


MINI CODEWORD 


WIN A TWO-COURSE 
LUNCH FOR TWO 


On level 39 of The Gherkin, you'll discover the 
delight of the Helix Restaurant by Searcys. You 
and your guest will enjoy a mouth-watering 
two-course menu as well as a breathtaking 
view of the capital at one of London’s 

highest restaurants. 


CRYPTIC ACROSS 

1 The duchess’s game (5) 

6 Group of 100 in the pool (5) 

9 Very particular sort of fuel for 
the car (7) 

10 To a woman, it’s wine (5) 

11 Wild bears can be dangerous! (5) 

12 The game of the flighty set (5) 

13 Whereat, possibly, to survive the 
storm (7) 

15 A ballpoint for less than twopence (3) 

17 Too much of a good thing? (4) 

18 A big-headed wet, but clever (6) 

19 Unhappy about some lack of food (5) 

20 Works hard for old soldiers (6) 

22 Gosh, outside Maidenhead there’s a 
big lake! (4) 

24 It’s better than a draw (3) 

25 Out amid the waving corn, there’s a 
little bread (7) 

26 Reprove disorderly clods (5) 

27 Could start to stink, this backwater (5) 

28 A Titan bound (5) 

29 Name a for a European Union caste, 
possibly (7) 

30 Carbon lamp not favoured by 
motorists (5) 

31 Sort of fund you can believe in (5) 





DOWN 

2 Anose that will attract attention? (6) 

3 To putacatin the pigs’ place is not 
clever (6) 

4 Outwardly saucy remark? (3) 

5 Ban being naughtily bared (5) 

6 Bird able to transport a sailor to the 
quarter deck? (7) 

7 What a lass sadly said (4) 

8 Travelling opera? (6) 

12 Artist, for example, in sad disarray (5) 

13 Best! (5) 

14 Settle for a meagre share, possibly (5) 

15 One enters ascheme with 
an airman (5) 

16 Stocking half on, only twisted (5) 

18 An inventor with vision (5) 

19 Make provision for securities getting 
pricier (5,2) 

21 The peninsula up north? (6) 

22 Tailor’s vessel? (6) 

23 Bog where gold is found in 
quantity (6) 

25 To many, possibly hot stuff (5) 

26 Appear to check a figure (4) 

28 Do something in play (3) 








GOGEN 


Insert letters to form the listed words, moving 
between adjacent cells horizontally, vertically or 
diagonally in any direction. Insert the remaining 
letters of the alphabet (except Z) in the grid so 
that all the listed words are spelt out in this way. 


BULK 
CHOMP 
FAD 
GOWN 
JINX 
ONYX 
QUESTION 
STRINGY 
VOWEL 


For solutions: standard.co.uk/gogenanswers 


ABCBEFGHIJVKYMNOGPARKETUVWXYZ 


Play more puzzles: 
standard.co.uk/games 


Leonard Barden’s chess problems: 
standard.co.uk/chess 
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BATTLESHIPS 


123 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 











23 2113 10 4 3 
THEFLEET {x Battleship QD 
2 x Cruiser 


HOW TO PLAY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and 
insert the letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word that uses 


all nine letters. Yesterday’s solution: BOULEVARD 





3 xDestroyer QD QD aD 
GED 4HD 4 xSubmaine ©O@OOO 


Find where the fleet of ships shown is hidden in the ten by ten grid. The 
numbers to the right of and below the grid show how many of the squares 
in that row are filled in with ships or parts of ships. Ships do not touch each 
other, even diagonally. Some squares have been filled in to start you off. 


THE TUBE QUIZ 

Plan a journey using the Tube map from 
STAMFORD BROOK to IMPERIAL WHARF. The 
answer to each question will suggest to you the 
name of a station at which you should stop to 
change lines. 











STAMFORD BROOK 


White Lodge and Pembroke Lodge are located in 
which London green space? 





Which station is encoded in a Caesar cipher here: 
FNBC QUVYBCNJM? 


The postcode for which area of London is W12? 


TS Ng 


Yesterday’s solution: CROXLEY, Moorgate, 
Elephant & Castle, Piccadilly Circus, Gloucester 
Road, HIGH STREET KENSINGTON 





CIRCLEGRAM 


Replace the question mark with a letter so that 
the letters within each circle can be arranged to 
form words, names or terms on acommon 
theme. What are the three words, and the letter 
represented by the question mark? 


(Sm 


Need alittle help getting started? Text or call 
our clueline for a keyword clue. Text ES 
CIRCLECLUE to 85100. Texts cost £1 plus your 
standard network charge*. Or call 0901 293 
5270. Calls cost £1 plus your network access 
charge”. 

Yesterday’s solution: C: Tuscany, Calabria, 
Campania, all regions of Italy. 





S U DO KU For solutions: standard.co.uk/sudokuanswers 

Solutions Fill the grid 

can be with the 

found online numbers 1 to 9 

at: standard. so that each 

z aiay at no 

solutions and 3x3 block 
contains the 
numbers 1 to 9. 





Target: 30 min. 
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4 7 
5 9 2 


Fora chance to win £50 complete the Sudoku puzzle to discover the 
numbers in the three shaded squares. Text ES SUDOKU followed by 
your answer (reading left to right) and name to 85100 e.g. ES SUDOKU 
123 John Smith. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge*. 

One prize of £50 is available each week. 








The winner will be chosen from all correct entries received between Monday at 00:01 and Friday at 23:59. Texts after this 
time will not be entered but you may still be charged. Answers change each day at 23:59. Text helpline 0800 839 174. 


TO ENTER: Text ES MINICODE followed by your answer to 85100 by 


23:59 tonight (eg: ES MINICODE AMSTERDAM). Texts cost £1 plus your 
standard network charge. or call 0901 292 5006. Calls cost £1.02 plus any 


network extras. Need a little help getting started? Text or call our 
































5 clueline for up to three extra letters. Text ES MINICLUE to 85100. Texts 








1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
THE CLUES 5753 gives a flower 
1298 gives a second flower 
49681 gives a third flower 
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25 Stitches (7) 

26 Noisy fight (5) 

27 Tattered fragment (5) 
28 Hut (5) 

29 Stress (7) 

30 Staff of life (5) 

31 Party, slang (5) 


YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 43 


*If you call or text after competition closing dates you will not be entered, but you may still be 
charged. By using our competition text and phone services you are agreeing to receive occasional 


cost £1 plus your standard network charge. Or call 0901 292 5063. Calls 
cost £1.02 plus any network extras. 


Answers and clues change each day at 23:59. Usual promotion rules apply - 
see standard.co.uk/rules Phone & Text Services Helpline: 0800 839 174. 
One prize of a two-course lunch for two is available. Terms & Conditions will 
be sent with the voucher. One winner will be selected at random from all 
correct answers received from 15/4/2019 to 19/4/2019. 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


EASY ACROSS DOWN 
S| 1 Wooden shoe (5) 2 Mohair (6) 
6 Stun (5) 3 Primary source (6) 
1 9 Ludicrous (7) 4 Metallic element (3) 
10 Once more (5) 
11 Planet’s path (5) 5 Female fox (5) 
pf S| 12 Shelf-like 6 Catchwords (7) 
projection (5) 7 This place (4) 
13 Craftsman (7) 8 Culminating point (6) 
15 Popular pet (3) 12 Dens (5) 
17 Farm building (4) 13 Concerning (5) 
18 Extension to a 14 Tyre surface (5) 
building (6) 
La] 19 Increases in size (5) 15 Tree (5) 
20 Planet (6) 16 Canvas shelters (5) 
eae 22 Stop (4) 18 Very bad (5) 
24 Small amount (3) 19 Cautious (7) 


21 Somewhat (6) 

22 Kind, sympathetic (6) 
23 Injury, wound (6) 

25 Of Switzerland (5) 
26 2nd Greek letter (4) 
28 Male swan (3) 


sms messages from Evening Standard Ltd informing you of promotions and events. You will not be 
charged for receiving these messages and you may opt out by texting STOP to the originating 
number at any time. 
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University College 
London Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trus! 
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F ingle Do you want to be more 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED useful at work? 

i 
orcas ieee | AAT 


Do you enjoy walking, leisure activities 




























; | 4 Accountancy Courses || Pivcccncne: bese 


and local attractions? We need volunteers Stop Repossession No previous qualificatiqunsilllna ie le 
Thenined lkevou across London to become a ‘My Guide Buy Probates - : | Couns ear 
to be a day-time Volunteer’ to support those living with sight Pay Your Legal Fees Wednesday 24th April, 2019! appear incthernedis, 
volunteer at UCLH. loss get out and about in their community. Clear Your Debts Part Time Study pausing ous webeee e 
ae Sica - My Guide Volunteers provide sighted Qualify by August 2019! hea 
a great experience guide assistance to our clients to Course price from £30/week 
while giving back. ee them on walks ae park, - Family Run Business - 5 mins from Old St/Barbican tube 
Pea VISILINE a re and more VICK Give us acalion 07961 015 929 a 
www.uclh.nhs.uk/ - We ask for commit of 1 - 3 hours a week <\ ome or contact us at Company Number $C056962 
iohinihded le for a minimum of 6 months nm | ale www.mearthurmorgan.com O euinarh erocarel Unitek 


- 4 $C056962 Limited, Ecuador Travel 
- Sessions are outside the home, involve ee) 
walking and using public transport 0800 O11 EK) Ce 
| of Begbies Traynor (Central) LLP 7 Queens 
- Training, travel expenses and Grea Moke ASSAD, dee 
support provided 


www.QuickPropertySale.co.uk appointed as Joint Liquidators of ‘the 
Apply online at 


Ground Workers, 
360 Drivers, 
Dumper Roller 


Company on || May 2017. We, the Joint 
Liquidators, intend to declare and distribute 
a First and Final dividend to Preferential 
Creditors and Unsecured Creditors of the 








Call to book a FREE consultation 
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| F 7) a aw h i) ided k/ \ Operators above company. The Preferential and 
: 3 EXPERTS IN: Unsecured Creditors of the above named 

www.gu ogs.org.U vo unteer Pipe Layers All UK Visa Applications company, who not already having done so, are 

0909 860 6684 Urgently required required on or before 31 May 2019 ("the last 


or call O118 983 8230 /+-BUSINESS BUSINESS 


oh -SHOW2019 SA 


for the North London area Pans area BENE pnlicauen: date of proving”) to send their proofs of debt 
Call: 0208 237 7060 Immigration Appeals to Gary P Shankland, the Joint Liquidator of 





ALSO ENF} l A DIES soe Give alittle time to Guide Dogs and make Or email: Jobs@ mae a Permit the company, at Begbies Traynor 
er te li roundconstruction.com pplications (London) LLP 3Ist Floor, 40 Bank Street, 

Le ee 860 9980 2 big ates BEES ie, 7 Judicial Review Applications London E14 5NR. Preferential Creditors and 
inn The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association a charity registered CARPENTERS for price ee ee 


ADC Mecia PO Box 4504 M61 0G. pels omnes ee n plus your network acc 
tomo m 


their claims in the Liquidation by 31 May 
=60p per min, Over 18s Bil payers 595. Opto ple Tain, 


work. Good rates. 2nd Fix & Fi 2019, will be excluded from the Dividend. It 


nals. Deptford. Free parking. Blue 


in sii and Wales ee) and Scotland (SC038979) 


= is their intention to make a distribution 

Gaby 66 pa cen ies CSCS & own tools. Andrej: 07809 within four months from the above date, 

| | live alone . 410302 & Zed: 07809767632 being the last date for proving. The dividend 
will be the first and final dividend to 

| Keen on gents any HOD CARRIERS reqd. Must Authorised and Regulated by Preferential Creditors and Unsecured 


: have CSCS card. Wembley & SRA—SRA No 641221 
| age for discreet Central London. 07919 038 644 
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Creditors being declared. Any person 

who requires further information may 
contact the Joint Liquidators by telephone on 

| !f you are interested 

Text: GABY to 


| 69996 to see pics 


Fe SOimsg. 18 fantasy chat. Text STOP 
9996 to end. h@xtxt.co 


020 7516 1500. Alternatively enquiries can 
GO TO GBBS.CO.UK FOR FREE TICKETS! be made to Tyler Treble by email at 
tyler.treble@begbies-traynor.com or by 
telephone on 020 7516 1540. 

Dated: |6 April 2019 

Gary P Shankland, Joint Liquidator 
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Fighting muscle-wasting conditions 


Do not worry — we've got a place for you. 
Lace up your trainers and sign up with 
#TeamOrange today. 

Registration fee (50% off!): £19.50 

We ask you to pledge to raise: £350 


We'd still love you to join #TeamOrange 
with your own place! 


No registration fee 
We ask you to pledge to raise: £350 





By running for us, you'll be helping to beat 


< c 


“<a = muscle-wasting conditions. And we'll support See 5 
: shan you every step of the aay gees 
% 
Get your nhaee today: www.musculardystrophyuk.orgiroyalparkshalf | = 
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Now here’s 
a bright idea 


ELTA AUTOMOTIVE is proud to 
be the official Lucas Electrical 
Licensee for bulbs throughout the 
UK and Europe. 

Lucas’ famous green boxes have 
been a familiar feature of garages across the 
globe for decades. That’s because Lucas always 
provided the parts that mechanics trust and 
keep close at hand to get the job done - and it’s 
still true today. 

Lucas products are driven by engineering 
excellence and a spirit of innovation that’s 
ensured continued global success. The brand’s 
reputation is built on an extensive range, 
exceptional technical durability and endurance, 
and outstanding quality. 








breakdown cover 


AWARD-WINNING, five-star Defaqto rated 
breakdown cover doesn’t need to cost you the 
earth. Just ask the 96% of our customers that would 
recommend us. Comprehensive annual breakdown 
cover is available for your car, van or motorcycle, 
with personal and short term European cover also 
offered should you need it. 

See how low our prices are against our 
competitors with comparable cover levels and unlike 
the really cheap providers, we don’t charge any costly 
excess or call out fees. If you become a customer, 
you get access to our free exclusive offers network, 
providing discounts for services such as airport 
parking, travel insurance, home emergency cover 
and more. We'll even throw in a free mobile app and 
a legal expenses insurance policy which could cost 
you up to £25 elsewhere. 





ELTA 


AUTOMOTIVE 








10% off low-cost vehicle 


ADVERTISEMENT 





London 


Motoring 





Lucas has been providing all this for over 140 
years - and it is still growing. That’s why the brand 
has been continuously trading longer than any other 
automotive component brand in the world. 

The Lucas range of automotive bulbs offers 
over 600 references covering cars, motorcycles, 
light and heavy commercial vehicles. With over 
a century of experience predating the very first 
automobiles, we can ensure that every bulb, from 
the smallest tachograph to the 
latest xenon headlamp, is made to 
exacting standards using premium 
quality materials to ensure both high 
performance and reliability. 

The Lucas portfolio of 6v, 12v, 24v 
and 48v bulbs is continually extending 
to serve both new and classic cars. For 
unrivalled experience, outstanding 
quality, and exceptional coverage in 
auto headlights, trust Lucas. 
elta.co.uk 
sales @elta.co.uk 
01675 466999 
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In the market to replace 
your vehicle? Or interested 
in keeping up with what's 
new? Here is a bootful of 
ideas to set your mind racing 





How to save money on start-stop batteries 


THE CORRECT CHOICE SAVES MONEY. 
Global environmental concerns mean that the 
vast majority of modern vehicles are equipped 
with a start-stop function, which, without going 
into the details, means that to save fuel and 
reduce exhaust emissions, the engine stops when 
the vehicle comes to a standstill at a junction 
or traffic lights for example, and restarts 
automatically as the driver begins to pull away. 
It’s vital for the drivers of these cars to realise 
two important facts when the battery in their 
vehicle needs replacing. 
Firstly, under the terms of European 
Union competition rules Block Exemption 
Regulation (BER) 461/2010, during the vehicle 
manufacturer’s warranty period, providing 
the battery is of matching original equipment 
specification, owners are legally entitled to have 
it changed by an independent garage, rather 
than being obligated to return to the franchised 


dealer and possibly pay the high cost of both 
parts and labour generally associated with the 
franchised sector. 

Second, it’s imperative that whoever fits a 
replacement battery ensures that it’s of the 
correct specification and capacity. That is either 
an EFB, suitable for smaller capacity engines with 
conventional start-stop systems; or AGM, which is 
made for larger capacity, high-demand applications, 
with more sophisticated systems and whose fitters 
have the correct equipment and training. 

This task is made easy via our website below. 

Just enter the vehicle registration number, and it 
confirms the right replacement. 

Lucas EFB and AGM batteries are available in 
many different capacities and provide motorists 
with both the quality required to conform with BER 
461/2010 and the cost-saving advantages of using a 
reputable independent to install the replacement. 
batteryfinder.ecobat.tech 





defaqgto 


EXPERT RATED 


2019 
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Motor Breakdown Cover 4 
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RESCUE.CO.UK 


to renew your 
breakdown cover and 
want the same or better service without being out of 
pocket, then join tens of thousands of other motorists 
and choose startrescue.co.uk. If you use code ‘LES10’ at 
the checkout you'll also receive 10% off your policy. 
startrescue.co.uk 

01206 655000 











Is it time to electrify 
your vehicle choice? 


HAVE YOU CONSIDERED DRIVING A 
HYBRID CAR? So far Toyota have sold over 
seven million of them and expect their new Corolla 
hybrid to push that number even higher. 

A hybrid car has two power sources - a 
conventional petrol or diesel engine and an electric 
motor. Both power the car either independently 
or at the same time, increasing the car’s efficiency. 

Hybrids produce lower carbon emissions than 
other cars. This is good for the environment but 
using less fuel also saves you money, and not just 
at the fuel pumps. Since hybrids emit less CO, 
than conventional cars, company car drivers pay 
less tax too. 

Since hybrids have electric motors they 
are smooth and silent in traffic. They’re also 
automatic so ideal for gliding effortlessly and 
quietly in our congested streets. 

Self Charging Hybrid Concerned about finding 
somewhere to recharge the battery? Don’t worry. 


Ye S 7 








Self-charging hybrids such as the Toyota Corolla use 
their petrol engine to re-charge the battery as you're 
driving so you don’t need to. 

Leasing is a great way to drive a new hybrid with 
fixed monthly rental payments that suit your budget. 
For a little extra, you can add a maintenance plan that 
also conveniently spreads the cost of your servicing, 
maintenance and tyres too. 

At UK Carline, we'll give you expert advice 
and guide you through the lease process. 

We've been offering the very latest models, 
best value and great advice since 2001 and 
deliver thousands of new cars to our happy 
customers every year. 

Want to learn more? 
Call the number below 
or visit our website: 
ukcarline.co.uk 
01995 641111 





Car lint 
Vehicle Leasing 





London Motoring is an independent spread of advertorial from Hurst Media Company. While every care is taken in ensuring that the content is in compliance with the Advertising Standards Authority and The UK Code of Non-Broadcast Advertising and Direct & Promotional 
Marketing (CAP Codes), the publishers assume no responsibility in the effect rising therefrom, and readers are advised to seek professional advice before acting on any information. 


For optimum 
safety and 
durability 


MANY MODERN CARS rely on air 
suspension modules these days - and 
while most are incredibly tough and 
durable, when they do eventually fail, 
they can be expensive to replace at 
main dealer prices. 

Thankfully, German suspension 
manufacturer Bilstein has the 
perfect solution, in the form of its 
own original equipment quality 
units to replace them with, at 
far less cost. Available through 
the company’s network of 
specialist aftermarket retailers, 
these brand-new air suspension 
modules use precisely the same 
technology as the parts they replace. 
No surprise really, as in many cases, 
the original units were created by 
Bilstein in the first place! 

In addition to offering OE 
quality, the numerous product 
benefits are obvious. Just like 
the factory original, the Bilstein 
B4 air suspension module guarantees 
the quickest ever reactions to road and 
vehicle conditions. The result is excellent 
comfort and benign driving characteristics, with 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
Are ULEZ charges hitting your bottom line? 


— 





= - high reserves of damping power 
for maximum safety. The 
Bilstein gas pressure technology 
provides constant damping 
power under any axle load. 

Air suspension systems 
allow the recipient vehicle 
to adjust to different height 
positions by varying the air 





pressure in the bellows. This 

advantage is particularly 
notable when levelling extremely heavy loads. 
Various aerodynamic and terrain positions are also 
possible with this system. 

If you’re replacing or upgrading the air suspension 
on your vehicle, it pays to fit the safest and highest 
performing solution possible. 

So, why not opt for 
what most manufacturers 
choose in the first place? 
bilstein.com 


BILSTEIN | =~ 








WITH THE 
INTRODUCTION OF 
London’s Ultra Low Emission 


~~ =a 








Zone earlier this month 
bringing costs of £12.50 per day 
for each non-compliant van 
operating within the area, you 
may already be experiencing 

a dent in your bank balance. 
Businesses with less than 10 
employees can take advantage 
of a new TfL scrappage scheme, 
but even if you are not eligible, 
there are still several ways 

that you can avoid the ongoing 
ULEZ costs. 


Hiring fully compliant vans 
will not only take care of ULEZ, 
but it will also future-proof 
your business, ahead of the If you prefer to 
next regulation changes. Northgate will provide own your vehicles N RT H G AT E 


you with the latest Euro 6 compliant vehicles on outright, you can for all vankind 


a minimum term or flexible rental basis. With sell your old van 
one simple regular cost, you will receive servicing, and buy a newer Euro 6 van in a part-exchange 
through Northgate and Van Monster. 


Whether your business has flexible or long-term 


maintenance, road tax and breakdown recovery all 
included. The vehicles can also be fully tailored to 
suit your business’s needs. requirements for one or 1,000+ business vans, don’t let 
Replacing your existing vehicles is made easy ULEZ stop you from moving forward. Northgate puts 
with Northgate’s unique ‘We Buy You Rent’ scheme. you in the driving seat. Our business is to keep your 
business on the road. That’s Vanonomics. 
northgatevehiclehire.co.uk 


0330 1089 175 


Offering you a fair market value and injecting cash into 
your business, you can switch out your vans to Euro 6 
compliant rentals without a large upfront outlay. 





DriveNow: Your 
weekend escape 


EASTER WEEKEND is almost 
here and what better way to get 

out and about than in a MINI 
Convertible? DriveNow is London’s 
flexible car club with over 700 
BMW and MINI vehicles that can 
be found and unlocked with the 
DriveNow app. Select a two-, three- 
or four-day package if you’re heading 
away to visit friends or family; an 
hourly package for longer inner-city 
journeys like visiting Richmond Park 
or going to a meeting; or drive by the minute for 
convenient one-way trips in London. 

By joining a car club, you can avoid the hassle 
and expense of owning a car while helping to 
improve air quality in London. There are no 
monthly or annual fees with DriveNow - you only 











pay when you drive and everything is included in 
the price like fuel, insurance, car tax and parking. 
The fleet includes 130 electric BMWs - the i3 model- 
and all cars are compliant with the new Ultra-Low 
Emission Zone requirements. 

Unlike traditional car clubs, DriveNow cars can be 
picked up from and returned to virtually any public 
parking bay in the operating zone (nine London 
boroughs) and there are no designated car club 
bays. Pick up the car from outside work, enjoy 
your long weekend then leave the car right 
outside your house at the end of your trip! 

Join DriveNow for free with £20 driving 
credit by using code STANDARD at 
drive-now.com 


zs DriveNow 








New tyre inflator 
set to be part of 
the family 


UNDER- OR OVER-INFLATED tyres can 
reduce the manoeuvrability of the vehicle, will 
cause the tyres to wear more quickly, as well 
as reduce the fuel efficiency of the vehicle - 
increasing both fuel costs and CO, emissions. 
Around 40% of traffic accidents in the UK 
caused by vehicle defects are tyre related. 

This demonstrates that poor tyre maintenance 
is clearly leading to increased risk for drivers 
and their passengers. 

Ring’s RTC600 Rapid Digital Tyre Inflator 
is ideal for drivers keen to keep their vehicle in 
top condition. It can inflate a 13” tyre from 0 to 
35PSI in three minutes, and has a large digital 
screen, making it easy to see readings 





in any light conditions. The programmable 
digital autostop gauge ensures accurate inflation —_ cable quickly and easily. There’s even a holder for 
and will automatically stop when the set the valve dust caps, so they don’t get lost when the 
tyre is being inflated. 

The RTC600 Rapid Digital Tyre Inflator is available 
at Screwfix and Argos with an RRP of £45. Visit 


ringautomotive.com for more details. 


pressure is reached. 

Powered from the in-car 12V socket, it has 
a long 3.3m cable to help reach all around the 
vehicle. The intuitive new design makes tyre 
inflation easier and quicker for motorists 
and the flat construction provides maximum ® 
stability during inflation. There is integrated 
storage for the cable and airline when not in 
use - the airline folds neatly into the inflator, 





and there’s a wind-up cable to retract the power 








the everyday EV driver. 

Compatible with all plug-in vehicle brands, the 
EO Mini comes with a three-year product warranty 
and is OLEV approved - allowing drivers to reduce 
the cost of the home charger by £500. 


The world’s smallest electric vehicle charger 


LOOKING FOR A discreet electric vehicle charger 
for your home? Meet the EO Mini - the smallest 
fast charger on the market, designed and built for 
Have a question about electric vehicles? Want 
to know more about charging at home? Speak to 


0333 772 0383 





EO Charging is one the UK’s leading electric 
vehicle charger manufacturers and it’s our aim 
to make charging simple and reliable. 


an expert using the details below. 
eocharging.com/eo-mini or search ‘EO Mini’ 








To advertise with London Motoring, please call Hurst Media Company on 0203 478 6017 


Do you ever think there must be more 
to life? This ten session course uses 
philosophy to put life 


into focus. It is based 
on some of the classic 
teachings of east and 
west and is open to 
all, regardless of age or 
includes 
simple, potentially _ life- 

changing exercises, 
designed to free the mind 
important 


background. It 


for what’s 


GG 


all 


— from what’s not. The 


course looks at 
the power of the 
present; how 
you can be more 
yourself. It looks 
at wisdom, beauty 
and __ happiness 
and asks what 
makes you wise, 


what makes you happy, what & 
makes you beautiful? 

The course is for those who 
are drawn to the greater 
of existence. 


questions 


Charity nos: 313115 and SC039950 
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What is it for? What am | for? Where do 
| fit in? The idea is that, with a wider view, 


day-to-day life has a different and 
fresher perspective. 


Classes 





LS 
t 


School 


Economic 


Science 


11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3A] 


are held every’ evening 
Monday to Friday at 7.00 and 
on Saturday mornings at 10.00. 
All are at I! Mandeville 
Place, WIU 3A). The nearest 
tube station is Bond Street. 
Asanintroductory offer, thefirst 
|O0 week course is offered free, 
apart from a £10 registration 
fee. To book a place go to 
practicalphilosophy.com 
orphone020 70344000 
or text ISTHISIT to 
83311. Courses start 
week = commencing 
29th April. 
If you're on the look 
out for a way out to a 
wider world, this 


9 9 could be it. 


Standard text rates apply 
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. | 
builder shocks a ASALENDS TO CYCLONE IN 
shareholders with | 17%More AUSTRALIAHITS 
e FEMALE-RUN SHIPMENTS OF 
dodgy estimate BUSINESSES RIO’S IRON ORE 
LENDER ASA MINER Rio Tinto 
s mM International today today cut its iron ore 
‘ posted a double-digit outlook for the year 
Arm tage ( rise in client numbers because of the 
City Editor as it continues its cyclone damage at its 
p— mission to help port in Western 
female small Australia. 
COMMENT business owners. It shipped 69.1 million 
The firm, which listed tonnes of the 
WE all know you have to take in London last year, commodity, which is 
builders’ estimates with a pinch of focuses on providing used to make steel. 


salt. But for Galliford Try to slash its 
profit forecasts by more than a 
quarter just three months after 
telling shareholders all was dandy 
seems pretty poor even by this 
industry’s standards. 

That said, these are not normal 
times for construction firms. The 
collapse of Carillion has totally 
shaken this critical UK industry. 

Partly in immediate financial 
terms; Galliford was among those 
who lost millions shouldering 
Carillion’s share of the liabilities on 
major joint venture projects when it 
went bust. 

But more significantly, in the 
matter of trust. The City no longer 
believes any but the most prudent of 
firms in the sector. High debts — once 
overlooked by fund managers — are 
no longer tolerated. Over-optimistic 
valuations of projects are punished. 

Builders are belatedly taking off 
their rose-tinted safety goggles. 

Having seen Kier’s new boss launch 
areview of the company yesterday, 
Galliford Try today got real about its 
profits, and signalled a major 
retrenchment from its road and 
bridge building arm. Expect more 
realistic — ie lower — valuations of its 
current projects to come next. 

For current shareholders this all 
hurts horribly. But there are reasons 
to be cheerful. What should emerge 
is a construction sector in better 
health, and even a little more honest. 


The common factor 
in four recent crises 


WHAT do Debenhams, House of 
Fraser, AA and Saga all have in 
common? They all tumbled into 
financial crisis a few years after being 





Continued on Page 40 





finance to women 
in Africa and Asia, 
and has operations in 
12 countries. 
Client numbers rose 
17% but shares fell 
3.5p, at 400p, after it 
said that earnings 
would be below 
expectations in 2019 
due to currency 
depreciations in 
Pakistan, India and 
Sri Lanka. 

Mark Shapland 











Galliford Try plummets 19% as 
crisis for builders spreads 


CONSTRUCTION 
Joanna Bourke 





BUILDING giant Galliford Try became 
the latest government contractor to hit 
the rocks today after issuing a colossal 
profit warning linked to its struggling 
construction division, triggering a 19% 
share price collapse. 

The builder piled more pressure on 
the struggling outsourcing industry as 
it said pre-tax profits in the year to June 
could be up to £40 million lower than 
the expected £156 million. 

Investors ditched the firm, which has 
been plagued by delays and budgets 
overrunning, sending shares down 
138.17p, over 19%, to 587.33p. 

Galliford Try’s warning spooked the 
City, which has witnessed numerous 
contractors either collapse, issue profit 
alerts or announce strategic reviews 
over the last 16 months. Just yesterday 


rival Kier’s new boss Andrew Davies 
launched a review of the firm to 
improve its financial position. 

In March his company posted half- 
year losses amid a slowdown in housing 
and road maintenance work. 

Davies had been due to become chief 
executive of Carillion, however he never 
took up the role as the firm collapsed 
before he was due to start. Carillion 
sank under weights of £1.5 billion in 
January 2018. 

Galliford Try today partly blamed its 
troubles on cost overruns on the £1.34 
billion Queensferry Crossing in Scot- 
land. The joint venture had a fixed-price 
contract on the road bridge which it 
carried out for Transport Scotland, but 
the project suffered from delays due to 
high winds. Galliford Try today said the 
final costs have “recently increased”. 

Its construction division is grappling 
with higher bills linked to completing 


The board 
anticipates 
that Ja new/ 
review will 
result in 
reduced 
profitability 
in the 
current year 
Galliford Try 


the delayed Aberdeen northern relief 
road, a contract which helped send 
Carillion under last year. Galliford Try 
tapped shareholders for cash to cover 
the outlay. 

As part of a review it will reduce its 
construction business, which notched 
up revenues of £718.4 million in the first 
half. It said: “The board anticipates that 
this review will result in reduced prof- 
itability in the current year.” 

Canaccord Genuity analyst Aynsley 
Lammin said it was “disappointing to 
see this warning so soon after manage- 
ment had essentially reiterated its 
confidence in the full-year expectations 
at the time of its interim results 
reported in February”. Its private homes 
division, Linden Homes, and a partner- 
ship division that builds for housing 
associations and councils is unaffected 
by the review. 

@es jobourke 





The figure is down 
14% year-on-year in 
the first quarter after 
it was bit by the 
weather disruption in 
March and a fire at 
one of its ports. 

The company’s 
shipments for 2019 
will come in at 
between 333 and 343 
million tonnes, lower 
than the up to 350 
million tonnes it 
previously guided. 


PAYMENTS 
GROUP FLOPS 
IN EUROPE’S 
BIGGEST DEBUT 
THE biggest stock 
market debut in 
Europe this year 
flopped today as the 
shares fell 5%. 

Nexi, a payments 
group listing on the 
Milan stock 
exchange, traded 
down to €8.50 after 
listing at €9 a share, 
which valued the 
company at €5.7 
billion (£4.9 billion). 

Private-equity firms 
Advent, Bain and 
Clessidra cashed out 
some of their shares 
in the listing. 

Payments floats 
have been 
increasingly common 
amid a moribund IPO 
market, with 
Network 
International having 
a surge on its London 
debut last week. 
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The risk of private 
equity ownership 


Commentary continued 
from Page 39 





sold on the stock market by 
private equity investors. 

When performing at their best, 
private equity owners restructure 
troubled businesses away from 
the glare of the public markets. 

At their worst, they grab 
conservatively financed plcs on 
the cheap, strip out the cash while 
starving them of investment, then 
float them again, laden with 
unsustainable debts. 

In recent years, valuations of 
firms on the UK and European 
stock markets have been widely 
seen as too high to do such tricks. 
Brexit has also dented appetites. 
UK private equity deals nearly 
halved to €24billion last year. 

But firms who advise on such 
buyouts think that might be 
changing. Private equity houses 
with a wall of unspent money to 
put to work are getting itchy feet, 
and are looking for hidden gems. 

One deal Svengali tells me 
enquiries have been picking up 
rapidly of late, particularly for 
mid-size target companies. He 
expects a chunky rise in activity 
within the next year — largely in 
Europe, but in the UK too. 

If he’s right, that will be good 
news for current shareholders, 
perhaps. A more dubious 
prospect for the country as a 
whole, though. 

@ArmitageJim 


Gatwick shrugs 
off drone attack 


GATWICK enjoyed a bumper start 
to the year, flying 9.7 million 
passengers between January and 
March. 

The number of people flying 
long haul grew 7.5%, with trips to 
the US and Canada proving 
particularly popular. 

It comes as officials at Gatwick 
continue to search for the pilot 
behind the drone attack that 
caused chaos at the UK’s second- 
busiest airport before Christmas. 

About 140,000 passengers were 
caught up in the disruption as the 


runway at the airport was closed. 
QUOTE OF @ 
THE DAY 

It’s disappointing that 
we continue to have to 
make our voices heard 
as investors... but we 
are not going away 





Legal & 
General’s 
Helena 
Morrissey on 
being forced 
to vote 
against 
company 
chairs to 
improve 
boardroom 
diversity 








Gideon Spanier 


Disruption in advertising 
sector creates fresh ideas 








OME of Britain’s biggest com- 

panies are ripping up their 

advertising plans and rethink- 

ing how they communicate 

with consumers in a data- 
driven, digital world. 

Unilever, GlaxoSmithKline, Next, 
Centrica and Vodafone are some of the 
FTSE 100 giants to signal a change in 
marketing strategy over recent 
months. 

There is acommon theme: they want 
more digital thinking, increased per- 
sonalisation and greater speed and 
efficiency from their advertising 
and communications. 

All of them have reorganised their 
roster of agencies or put their advertis- 
ing account up for pitch. 

There is a sense of urgency because 
many of these companies are at risk 
from the new breed of direct-to-con- 
sumer, digital disruptor brands. 

Ad agency groups such as WPP and 
Publicis Groupe — which has just 
reported a 1.6% slump in first-quarter 
revenues and bought data business 
Epsilon in the search for growth — are 
feeling the pain. 

Unilever, the owner of brands such as 


Dove and Marmite, has hit agencies 
hardest. The consumer goods giant 
found £430 million in savings from its 
£6 billion marketing budget last year 
by using its in-house agency, U-Studio, 
to create more digital content while 
making existing advertising assets last 
longer — a double blow for exter- 
nal agencies. 

GlaxoSmithKline, which spends £1.4 
billion a year on advertising, has also 
sought efficiencies by consolidating its 
media buying with one agency — and 
the pharmaceuticals group has hiked 
its online spend because it is delivering 
a “far higher return” than TV. 

Similarly, clothing retailer Next dou- 
bled digital marketing spend last year 
as it focuses on e-commerce. Digital 
now makes up the majority of Next’s ad 


Legacy advertisers are 
rushing into digital while 
disruptors are investing in 
traditional advertising 





budget as print catalogues and TV have 
declined in importance. 

British Gas owner Centrica is betting 
on digital, too, and is running a big pitch 
to integrate its creative, media, data and 
public relations with a single agen- 
cy group. 

Meanwhile, telecoms giant Vodafone 
has brought most of its digital ad-buy- 
ing in-house because it wants greater 
control as well as making use of its first- 
party data to target consumers — and 
it has put the remainder of its £400 mil- 
lion media account up for review. 

In a sign of frustration, Sara Martins 
de Oliveira, the global director of brand 
and media at Vodafone, says: “Where 
is my really digital creative, optimised, 
at scale, done in an agile, very fast way? 
I don’t have answer yet from 
an agency.” 

All of this disruption in the agency 
space is an opportunity for new entrants 
as digital communications become 
central to how all companies do 
business. 

Consulting giant Accenture has been 
the most aggressive entrant, most 
recently buying hotshot US creative 
agency Drogas. 


Brexit cloud warning over 


ECONOMICS 
Simon English 





BRITAIN’s jobs and pay boom shows no 
sign of letting up, but ministers and 
economists warn that Brexit could still 
severely damage the economy. 

Unemployment fell by 27,000 in the 
three months to February to 1.34 mil- 
lion said the Office for National Statis- 
tics. The number of people in work 
remains at a record high of 32.7 mil- 
lion. 

And pay is rising at 3.4% a year, though 
wages have yet to return to the pre- 
banking crisis peak. 

Jeremy Thomson-Cook, chief econo- 
mist at WorldFirst, said: “There are few 
bright spots economically in the UK at 
the moment but the employment and 
real wage picture is certainly one of 
them. 

“Regardless of what is going on in 
Westminster, businesses still need 
people to perform roles and a lower 
supply of labour is allowing for a run of 
higher wages in the face of a relatively 
benign inflation picture.” 

Brexit fears also mean the Bank of 
England is highly unlikely to increase 
interest rates this year, keeping mort- 
gage costs low. 

One theory is that Brexit uncertainty 
is aiding job creation as firms decline 
to invest in new equipment, hiring staff 
instead. 

Tej Parikh, senior economist at the 
Institute of Directors, said: “The elon- 
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gated period of uncertainty has kept 
businesses in a hiring cycle. Many firms 
have lacked the confidence to put fund- 
ing toward training, technology, and 
new machinery, which has in turn 
meant firms need to hire more work- 
ers.” 

With the High Street in crisis, retail is 
one area that is not creating jobs. 

Pawel Adrjan, UK economist at job site 


booming jobs and wages 


Now we’re motoring: employment and pay are one of the economic bright spots 
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Indeed, said: “With 457,000 more peo- 
ple in work than there were a year ago, 
one thing stands out amid the breath- 
less pace of job creation; unlike some 
of the previous surges in employment, 
Britain’s current jobs boom was not 
made on the High Street. In many parts 
of the country, the retail sector has been 
a passenger at best.” 

@SimonEngStand 





Accenture is challenging traditional 
agencies by treating advertising as one 
part of the wider customer experience 
and trying to connect every “touch- 
point” from product innovation, brand- 
ing and search to sales, delivery and 
after-care. “It’s about creating great 
experiences,” says Brian Whipple, the 
global head of Accenture Interactive, 
the digital marketing division. 

While legacy advertisers are rushing 
into digital, the paradox is that disrup- 
tor brands are investing in traditional 
advertising because they have amassed 
tons of customer data but need fame 
and brand love. 

Uber’s newly-filed stock market pro- 
spectus shows it spent a chunk of its £1 
billion annual ad budget on TV. Online 
brands such as Amazon and Just Eat 
increased their TV spend by 7% in Brit- 
ain last year, according to trade 
body Thinkbox. 

Every brand, old and new, is rethink- 
ing its communications at this time of 
rapid change — and agencies need to 
move faster to stay relevant. 


@ Gideon Spanier is global head of 
media at Campaign 


Zara fashion 
founder Ortega’s 
UK properties are 
now worth £2.3bn 


PROPERTY 
Joanna Bourke 





AMANCIO ORTEGA, the Spanish 
founder of fashion chain Zara, has 
seen the value of his UK property 
empire reach £2.3 billion, it 
emerged today. 

Pontegadea UK, Ortega’s real estate 
business which has properties in 
locations that include near Green 
Park and Oxford Circus, saw its 
portfolio value rise 9.5% in 2018. 

Rental income rose to £74.4 million 
from £68.3 million. while pre-tax 
profits increased to £55.7 million 
from £50 million. 

It is bullish about future growth, 
despite concerns that demand for 
new shops is waning and Brexit 
uncertainty is persuading businesses 
to hold off on signing for new offices. 

Pontegadea said: “The operational 
risks associated with different 
potential [Brexit] scenarios have 
been considered. The company does 
not expect Brexit to have a significant 
impact on its operations.” 

It warned it is not immune from 
indirect Brexit effects that could hit 
the value of its buildings, but still 
forecast growth. Ortega, who has a 
£51.9 billion fortune according to the 
Sunday Times Rich List, opened the 
first Zara shop in 1975. The brand, 
with others he founded, is owned by 
holding company Inditex. 

@es jobourke 
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PROFIT HIGH JD SPORTS POSTS RECORD RISE 




















JD SPORTS today defied High Street gloom with a record rise in pre-tax profits for 


the year. Revenues rose 49% to £47 billion as it opened stores on the Continent 
and in Asia, with profits of £340 million — up 15% from £295 million. Executive 
chairman Peter Cowgill said: “UD is going from strength to strength. It’s a trusted 
High Street brand.” The trainers and tracksuits seller is branching out into gyms. 


Laura Onita 


Provident lashes 
out at NSE offer 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Simon English 





PROVIDENT Financial today launched 
a broadside against hostile bidder NSF, 
attacking its track record and warning 
that the deal would destroy shareholder 
value. 

NSF already has the backing of 50% 
of the shareholders for its all-share bid, 
putting it in a strong position. 

But the deal now looks much less 
certain to go through than it did at first, 
with the competition watchdogs inves- 
tigating what effect a merger would 
have on the market for credit to the 
poor. 

Provident’s chairman Patrick Snow- 
ball, in a letter aimed at persuading the 
50% of undecided investors to come out 
against the takeover, said it was “still 
the same dreadful deal that it was on 
day one. 

“It is more of a coup d’état than a hos- 
tile takeover, spearheaded by a manage- 
ment team at NSF with a track record 
of value-destructive acquisitions”. 

The deal could cost £40 million in fees 
to advisers, warned Snowball. NSF has 
the backing of Invesco and Neil Wood- 
ford, who control 54% of the stock. It 
could in theory push the deal through 
with just those two, but plainly hopes 
to win more support. 

Snowball said the deal is “poorly 





“Dreadful 
deal”: 
Provident 
Financial’s 
Patrick 
Snowball 





thought out” and “fraught with risk”. 
NSF said in its response to Snowball: 
“This is more of the same empty rheto- 
ric.” 

NSF is also under fire for what it 
describes as “technical infringements” 
of the Companies Act over dividend 
payments since 2015. 

Snowball said “the simple fact and 
truth of the matter is that they were 
unlawful” and “an indictment of the 
competency of the NSF team”. 

NSF has said it would sell its doorstep 
lending arm Loans At Home to satisfy 
the competition watchdogs. 

It is unclear yet whether the Competi- 
tion and Markets Authority will regard 
that as sufficient. 

NSF is led by John Van Kuffeler, the 
former boss of Provident. 
@SimonEngStand 
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Bid fuels G4S push to branch into two 


OUTSOURCING 
Simon English 





GAS said today it was pushing ahead 
with plans to break the company in two 
in the wake of a possible takeover bid 
from Canada’s Garda World Security. 
Garda said last week it was pondering 
an offer for some or all of the company, 
which is still battling with reputational 
issues over setbacks such as failing to 
provide enough security guards for the 
2012 London Olympics, which forced 
the Government to send in the army. 
Today it said revenues in the first 
quarter of the year were 4.8% higher 
than a year ago, “with growth in all 


IG 











Canadian jatereck: Garda covets GAS 


regions and divisions”. Chief executive 
Ashley Almanza said he is making 
“good progress with our separation 
review’, seeking to split the cash solu- 
tions arm from the security business. 
It hopes that will be enough to satisfy 


45 YEARS OF 
TRADING 


why wait 
for Monday 


shareholders and fend off Garda which 
has until May 8 to make a formal offer. 
Shares jumped after news of its inten- 
tions emerged last week, adding £600 
million to G4S’s value. Today the stock 
was up 5.5p at 235.5p. G4S declined to 
say if it has had talks with Garda. 

Almanza said: “The board believes a 
separation has the clear potential to 
unlock substantial shareholder value.” 

G4S’s biggest market is in Asia, but it 
is most often in the news for controver- 
sial work for the UK Government. In 
2014 it had to repay £109 million for 
overcharging for tagging criminals, 
some of whom turned out to be dead. 
@SimonEngStand 
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Get an edge with the only provider to offer 
weekend trading on key indices. 


Find out more at 


Spread bets and CFDs are complex instruments and come with a high risk of 
losing money rapidly due to leverage. 76% of retail investor accounts lose 
money when trading spread bets and CFDs with this provider. You should 
consider whether you understand how spread bets and CFDs work, and 
whether you can afford to take the high risk of losing your money. 
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Big money on offer 
for taking phone calls 


DON’T all rush at once: Huawei, 

the much-discussed Chinese 
telecoms giant, is advertising for a 
head of media relations on a “highly 
competitive basic salary and bonus” 
for its UK corporate communications 
team. The successful candidate must 
have “proven PR experience’, be 
willing to “cultivate local media” to 


“ensure stories are told accurately 
and persuasively” and have an 
“ability to manage rapidly changing 
requirements”, according to the job 
advertisement. Given mounting 
scrutiny about Huawei’s close links 
to the Chinese state, this is definitely 
arole for a PR flak willing to don the 
metaphorical flak jacket. 





PING! Spy’s item on BNP Paribas’ 

ban on business class Eurostar 
travel prompts another London toiler 
at the bank to get in touch. “Eurostar’s 
just the latest,” he says. “They’re always 
trying to get us on the cheapest flights 
at the weirdest times, but after you’ve 
paid for the extra taxis and meals, the 
overall bill is more than if they’d just 
got the right flight in the first place.” 
Management merde. 


A PIECE in The Times on the 

supposed latest revitalisation of 
struggling Norfolk cars brand Lotus, 
a “luxury” player only to anyone who 
has never driven one. The company 
is “hyper-excited” and on the “road to 
revival” we read. No mention of what 
Lotus stands for among car buffs: 
Loads Of Trouble, Usually Serious. 


RETAIL tycoon Mike Ashley just 

can’t get Debenhams out of his 
head. The Sports Direct founder, 
sometimes dubbed Mad Mike, 
recently tried to seize control of the 
department stores chain, but that hit 
the rocks. Spy 
yesterday 
spotted that on 
the home page 
of House of 
m Fraser, the 
retailer bought 
by Sports 
Direct last year, 


ENDS MIDNIGHT MONDAY 
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there was a 20% off sale. The discount 
code to enter was ‘Debs20’ #Bizarre. 


ACCOUNTS just filed by 

London-headquartered 
Remarkable Pubs feature a list of 
risks the firm may face. Potential 
headwinds include “increased 
competition from takeaway food 
delivery services and an increased 
‘good night in culture”. When did 
Brits get so boring? Still, it managed 
to increase sales 4% to £5.4 million in 
the year to June, so not everyone is 
ditching pints for pizza at home. 


DIAGEO went in all guns blazing 

yesterday to announce a 
whopping £16 million investment to 
slash the amount of plastic — but that 
figure rings a bell. Ah yes! It is, 
coincidentally, roughly the same 
amount chief executive Ivan Menezes 
and finance boss Kathryn Mikells 
trousered last year in salary and share 
payouts. Trebles all round. 


THERE are shareholder perks 

and then there are shareholder 
perks. French media group Vivendi, 
owner of Universal Music Group, 
yesterday increased the free wine 
handed out to investors who showed 
up to the AGM by 50%, from two 
bottles a head to three. The plonk is 
from the wine estate owned by top 
shareholder Vincent Bolloré. Santé! 








Winter is coming: Kit Harington as Jon Snow and Emilia Clarke as Daenerys Targaryen 








Is there life after the end of Gol? 


GAME of Thrones’ return may 
please viewers around the world 
but spare a thought for the show’s 
ultimate corporate owner, US media 
conglomerate AT&T, which has thrown 
all its eggs into the GoT basket. 
Asked about the company’s plans 
to boost programming, its finance 
boss John Stephens told Morgan 
Stanley’s tech conference. “I think the 
ideas is...we’ve got Games of Thrones 


UNECE ee We Leehe Leelee RoR Oye em CODE Uke nC ya 
discount on individual tickets and tables. Please get in touch for more details, T&Cs apply. 


coming out. That will draw a lot of 
viewership engagement, but also even 
sell some subscribers. We want to 
have that same kind of excitement all 
year round.” 

Alas, with the series due to end in 
October, Stephens should probably get 
his skates on to find a replacement. 


© 
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US Democrats 
probing Trump 
subpoena Deutsche 
Bank for evidence 


BANKING 
Jim Armitage 





US Democrat Congressmen have 
issued subpoenas to Deutsche Bank 
as part of their hunt for evidence that 
foreign governments tried to 
influence US politics, particularly 
Russians. 

House Intelligence chairman Adam 
Schiff requested the bank send in Don- 
ald Trump-related documents. 

He said Deutsche had been co-opera- 
tive. 

Schiff’s committee and the House 
Committee on Financial Services have 
been seeking material on the president 
from Deutsche since January, when 
Democrats gained a majority in the 
House. 

Deutsche, famed for handling much 
of Trump’s business dealings, said it 
was “engaged in a productive dialogue” 
with the committees. 

The president’s son, Eric, said it set 
a “horrible precedent” and was “an 
unprecedented abuse of power”. 
@ArmitageJim 


Card Factory will 
keep shop launches 


RETAIL 
Laura Onita 





THE boss of Card Factory today said 
she will continue to open stores 
despite fewer people visiting shops. 

Chief executive Karen Hubbard 
said: “It might seem counter- 
intuitive, but consumers still want 
stores and we want to make money 
from them. It’s a profitable part of 
our growth.” 

Pre-tax profits dropped by 8.3% to 
£66.6 million for the year to January 
31, dragged down by lower footfall. 

However, revenues grew by 3.3% to 
£436 million as shoppers bought 
more expensive cards. 

Card Factory has 927 stores in the 
UK. 

@LauraOnita 


Friday 28th June 2019 
The Landmark London, NW1 
Drinks Reception from 12.30pm 


For all booking enquiries contact 
louise.close@esimedia.co.uk 


#ESBusinessawards 
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Google’s growth 
lifts earnings at 
headhunter Hays 
amid IT boom 


RECRUITMENT 
Laura Onita 





THE finance boss of headhunter 
Hays today said that the likes of 
Google taking more London office 
space has helped lift earnings. 

The recruitment company has 
seen 18% growth in the IT sector in 
the capital. 

Financial director Paul Venables 
said: “All the infrastructure invest- 
ment in areas such as Shoreditch as 
well as Google’s investment [means] 
the IT is the most positive.” 

Google is currently building a 
big new London headquarters in 
King’s Cross. 

Venables added that growth 
coming from financial services is 
stable despite the recent Brexit 
uncertainty. 

He said: “There’s no weakness in 
the London area although some 
growth has gone across the EU mar- 
ket. Most banks decided what to do 
with their head count a couple of 
years ago.” 

Hays, which places workers in 
areas such as finance and construc- 
tion, said that its net fees rose by 5% 
in the third quarter to March 31 as 
it hired more people overseas and 
at home. 

Germany, its largest market, rose 
5%, while the UK and Ireland sawa 
rise of 3%. 

It had flat fee growth in Australia 
and New Zealand. 

@LauraOnita 


Ashmore chief 
in clover after 
shares spike 
on assets leap 


FUND MANAGEMENT 
Michael Bow 





ASHMORFP’S billionaire founder 
Mark Coombs added £50 million to 
his fortune today after shares in the 
company rose the most in nearly 
two years following strong results. 

Coombs, who owns nearly 40% of 
the emerging markets specialist, 
will have made gains on paper after 
the stock rose 20p to 475p. 

That increases his stake from £1.23 
billion to £1.28 billion. 

Ashmore, which has been battered 
bya turn away from the region in the 
past few years, has done well after 
investors took a shine to higher- 
yielding, riskier assets again. 

Assets under management rose by 
11.2% to $85.3 billion (£65.1 billion) 
at the end of March from $76.7 bil- 
lion at the start of the year. 

Investors poured in $5 billion 
more and strong investment returns 
generated a further $3.6 billion to 
assets. The strongest rise came in 
corporate debt, with assets up by 
30.6% to nearly $11 billion. 

Coombs, who has long argued 
investors will return to emerging 
markets, said the rise was down to 
“light positioning” from investors 
in emerging markets and slowing 
growth in developed markets. 
@bymichaelbow 





Airlines flying into 
more trouble after 
OS aE Thi ey Fee OK: 


Mark 
Shapland 





) 





MARKET ROUND-UP 


IT HAS been a bloodbath for UK airlines 
investors this year and today problems 
mounted as German giant Lufthansa 
served up a heavy loss. 

EasyJet, Ryanair and British Airways 
owner IAG have fallen more than 10% 
since Christmas, mostly on Brexit wor- 
ries, but according to analysts Lufthan- 
sa’s €336 million (£290 million) 
first-quarter loss shows that the global 
economy is slowing and as a result 
fewer people are flying. 

This month easyJet warned it would 
book a £275 million loss in the first half 
of the year. At the time it also blamed 
rising fuel costs for its problems. 

Brokers said it is hard to see any 
turnaround in fortunes as Brexit is still 
unresolved and shares in easyJet 
slipped 10p to 1176p, while IAG was off 
2p to 541p. 

Another significant faller was Sains- 
bury’s after analysts at Bernstein sug- 
gested that the new chairman Martin 
Scicluna may want to look at giving 
chief executive Mike Coupe the boot, 
particularly if its £14 billion merger with 
Asda is blocked. 

Bernstein slashed its target price to 
250p from 310p and the shares fell 1.9p 
at 232.2p. 

Nevertheless the FTSE 100 managed 
to eke out an 11.43-points gain to 


Turbulence: 
easyJet warned 
of aloss and said 
rising fuel costs 
were making 
things worse 


Small-cap 
spotlight 

EVE Sleep shares 
gained after the 
mattresses seller 
announced it had 
appointed Tim Parfitt 
as its new chief 
financial officer, 
replacing Abid Ismail, 
who leaves on May 
31. Parfitt joins from 
online furniture seller 
Loaf and it is hoped 
he will bring some 
much-needed 
stability to the firm. 
The shares were up 
0.1p to 5.5p. 





7448.75, as miners undid their losses 
from yesterday. 

On the FTSE 250 Moneysupermarket 
rose 2.9p to 347.9p after an upbeat note 
from Liberum on the price comparison 
website. 

First-quarter results are out next week 
and analyst Ian Whittaker says revenue 
growth will beat expectations. 

He has raised his target price to 520p, 
versus 500p previously. 

The company is trying to switch toa 
subscription model under chief execu- 
tive Mark Lewis and investors will be 
looking for evidence that he has man- 
aged to convert some customers. 

Card Factory added 9.2p to 186.3p, 
despite posting an 8% fall in profits to 
£66.6 million for the 12 months ended 
31 January. 

The greeting cards retailer has been 
struggling to cope with higher costs, 
lower traffic and weak demand for its 
personalised gifting service. 

But investors were boosted by an 
increase in revenues to £436 million in 
its results for the year, up from £422.1 
million in 2017. 

Further down the market The Lawyer 
magazine-owner Centaur Media said 
it will be selling its HR business to DVV 
Media International for £5 million. 

Just last month Centaur unveiled a 
heavy loss of £14.2 million, compared 
with £700,000 the year before. 

This session the shares were off 1.5p 
to 50.5p. 

@spencershapland 
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FUND STARS 


Jeroen Bos 


Church House Investment Deep Value 
Assets under management: £12.5 million 


Stocks in portfolio: 27 


What are you buying? 


Game Digital. The stock looks very cheap. There’s 
good value in the stock because the retail games 
sector is changing from a retail to a venue format 
and that’s exactly what Game Digital is doing. The 
earnings have fallen away on the retail side but 
they are building up these new venues. Sports 
Direct has a big shareholding in the company and 
we expect Mike Ashley will want to introduce 
these new venues into all the stores he’s buying. 


What are you selling? 


Nippon Antenna, which makes antennas for 


buildings and radio sets. This was an 


standard.co.uk/business 
a 


exceptionally cheap stock, cheaper than any | 


could find in the UK. In avery short period the 
stock improved because it made more profit. We 


bought at an average price of 635 yen in February 
2015 and sold last month at 1630 yen. 


What’s your world view? 

If you look at what is happening in politics 
everything is up in the air but I’m guided by 
finding opportunities. I’m cautious but always 
optimistic. | look at deep-value stocks. If you look 
at the balance sheet and take the total current 
assets minus any debt and liabilities the 
difference between the two is the net working 
capital position. If that amount divided by the 


number of shares is higher than the share price 
then in theory I’m buying a stock that if it 


liquidated tomorrow | would get back more than 


| paid for it. 
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SENBLA AND EVENTIM APOLLO PROUDLY PRESENT 
AUNIQUE EXTRA STALL 


Q 
CONCERT EXPERIENCE tao | SEATS JUST RELEASED 


FOR LONDON TH ON ALL SHOWS 


A NIGHT OF SONG, GELAMOURAND 
BURLESQUE WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
THE FABULOUS IMMODESTY BLAIZE 


PLUG 
EVENTIM APOLLO 


HAMMERSMITH, LONDON W6 


TICKETMASTER.CO.UK/APOLLONIGHTS | EVENTIMAPOLLO.COM 











YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS 


CRYPTIC Across: 3, Fan-g-s 8, Layer 10, Ramon 11, Tor 12, Steal 
13, Haughty 15, C-over 18, Ma-r 19, SEN-ate 21, Nations 22, Mien 
23, A-ero 24, Seaport 26, Shiver 29, Pit 31, Hol-e-d 32, Sel-fish 34, 
Naked 35, O-de 36, Divot 37, F-RA-ud 38, Merry. Down: 1, Nat-Al 
2, B-ergman 4, Arty 5, Grace’s 6, Salo-N 7, Cove-t 9, You 12, Striker 
14, Hat 16, V-ale-t 17, Repot 19, Snapped 20, Smas-H 21, Nevil 23, 
Art form 24, Sedate 25, Oil 27, Hop it 28, V-eno-M 30, Useup 32, 
Seer 33, Ida. 

EASY Across: 3, Shear 8, Put up 10, Buyer 11, Pop 12, Feral 13, 
Optical 15, Tears 18, Tut 19, Sermon 21, Returns 22, Door 23, Dear 
24, Sulphur 26, Erases 29, Par 31, Senna 32, Tetanus 34, Enter 35, 
Bun 36, Lilac 37, Alter 38, Kenny. Down: 1, Puppy 2, Jupiter 4, 
Heel 5, Abates 6, Ruler 7, Metro 9, Tot 12, Fatuous 14, Cut 16, 
Amber 17, Snore 19, Snapper 20, Edges 21, Roman 23, Durable 
24, Seance 25, Hat 27, Remit 28, Sneak 30, Tunes 32, Tern 33, Nut. 
BACKPAGE Across: 4, Scrap 7, Tether 9, Car 10, Tic 12, Funny 13, 
Evil 15, Fated 17, Pestle 19, Earl 20, Sweet 22, Cab 24, Resumed 
27, Pal 28, Aisle 31, Thus 33, Garret 35, Crate 37, Tuft 38, Argue 
39, End 41, Lap 42, Disown 43, Swell. Down: 1, Stress 2, Stripe 3, 
Yet 4, Safe 5, Crude 6, Abnormal 8, Rift 11, Calculate 14, Leer 16, 
Team 18, Step 21,Withdraw 23, Bear 25, Saga 26, Diet 29, Stupor 
30, Extent 32, Scull 34, Rend 36, Real 40, Dig. 
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On the money 








HOW TO SAVE IT 
A fifth off travel books 


If you’re planning your next travel 
adventure, we’ve got an exclusive How 
To Save It discount to help. Use the 
code ES20STANFORDS to get 20% off 
online at map and travel book shop 
Stanfords. You’ll need to enter the 
code on the shopping basket page at 
stanfords.co.uk for your discount. The 
offer lasts until next Tuesday. 


We make our clie 
PLCS Tam eR Uae UN: 
done. Which means you’re 
able to be confident about 
your business and watch it 
grow. , 
a 


irwinmitchell.com/business 


‘fer more than just legal advice 


£1.50 off an Easter egg 

All members of Top Cashback can get a 
£1.50 off an Easter egg until Friday. The 
site is offering £1.50 cashback on any 
egg costing £1.50 or more, so the large 
£2 Maltesers egg at Asda will only cost 
you 50p, while a £1.50 egg will be 

free. Members should snap a picture of 
their receipt and upload it to 
TopCashback.co.uk/easter-egg-tcb/ 


Trwin Mitchell LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. 





Cut-price gear 

There’s a free Easter Egg hunt in all 
Smyths Toys stores this Saturday. Up 
for grabs for will be free bunny ears, an 
Easter egg per child plus a competition 
to win a 10ft trampoline in each outlet. 
There are 10 stores — at Beckton, 
Charlton, Crayford, Friern Barnet, 
Greenford, Loughton, Romford, 
Staples Corner, Thurrock and Watford. 


(iM W inRwinmitchell 


Expert Hand. Human Touch. 








Costly call: crooks 
use cunning 
scams such as 
spoof phone 
numbers to trick 
you 





Banks must copy 
TSB and give 
money back to 
victims of fraud 


Simon 
Read 








CROOKS snatched a staggering £1.2 
billion from our bank accounts last year 
through a series of frauds. 

Roughly two thirds was essentially 
theft, with thieves taking money using 
stolen plastic cards, for instance. 

When you become a victim of theft, 
the bank repays the money into your 
account. 

But if you become a fraud victim by 
inadvertently transferring your hard- 
earned into a crook’s account, your 
bank is likely to say, “Tough, that’s your 
fault.” 

Many people have lost tens of thou- 
sands through what is known as push- 
payment fraud. 

That’s when smooth-talking crooks 
used sophisticated scams such as spoof 
phone numbers to trick you into think- 
ing you're being contacted by your bank 
or sometimes the police. 

They usually have details about your 
account to increase the illusion that 
they’re legitimate and they use persua- 
sive language to trick you into thinking 
you need to act quickly. 

The clever pitch they use is that your 
account is under attack from fraudsters 
so you need to shift your money into a 
safe account at once. 

But the callers are fraudsters them- 
selves and the “safe account” is one that 
the crooks have set up. 

Once you transfer your savings into it, 
the rogues will act quickly and move it 


on until it disappears into their treach- 
erous pockets. 

If you become a victim of the scam, 
most banks come down hard and say 
it’s your fault for not acting responsi- 
bly. 

But victims point out that the fraud is 
so convincing that they felt they were 
given no option. 

The situation has left many people out 
of pocket and the financial authorities 
unhappy with the banks’ treatment of 
victims. 

From the end of next month, 28 May, 
it’s forcing banks to start playing fairer 
with customers and refund them unless 
they were “grossly negligent” or 
“ignored” a bank’s warnings about the 
scam. 

However, the latter is a get-out clause 
for banks which could claim that a vic- 
tim ignored an email or letter from the 
bank warning about the fraud. 

Critics have been calling for some 
time for the banks to bite the bullet and 
protect customers by refunding inno- 
cent victims who get duped by the 
sophisticated scam. 

The good news is that one of the High 
Street giants has taken notice and from 
this week TSB has promised to refund 
anyone who has lost money because of 
the scam, although it hasn’t gone as far 
as offering to help past victims. 

“All banks must now follow TSB’s lead 
and ensure that their own customers 
are not left paying for the cost of this 
crime,” said Jenny Ross, Which? Money 
editor. “Banks are far better placed to 
spot and prevent scams than their cus- 
tomers.” 

@simonnread 


Worlds Leading finestdental 
Dental Implants 


Replace missing teeth. 
Restore your smile. 
Regain your confidence. 





per month 


Over 50,000 ; : 
implants placed OSREVIEWS io Quality and Price 


to date ”). 4.66/5.00 A 
ica nenlags Guaranteed 


ini CLEAR AND SIMPLE PRICING WITH 
elle , * 4 4 * 4 NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 
Nationwide 


finestdental.co.uk/est ese potas 


Guarantee World Leading 


0% 
FREE CONSULTATION’ =y ‘Ge 


B&A Group Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. We are a credit broker and not a lender and offer credit facilities 


from a panel of lenders/from one lender. We are also a lender in our own right for loans exempt from FCA regulations. Finest Dental is regulated by the 
( yAN | | @) 3 3 iC. @) 1 6 5 5 3 - FCA as acredit broker. Finance is provided by Braemar Finance, Afford It Now and Honeycomb Finance, all FCA regulated companies. 
Finance examples for the above treatments: 1. 10% deposit of £170, plus 60 payments of £32.00 at 9.9% APR. Total paid £1,695.00, total interest paid 


£395.66. Subject to availability, terms and conditions apply. 


OBLIGATION 
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Khan: Everyone's knocking me, no one 
thinks I'll beat Crawford...| Know | can 


BOXING 
Ron Lewis in New York 





THE grey hairs in his beard give Amir 
Khan a regular reminder that he is not 
as young as he once was. 

The one-time boy wonder of British 
boxing is now entering the veteran stage 
of his career, but his ambitions remain 
undimmed, even if his legion of believ- 
ers is growing smaller. 

Last night Khan flew from his training 
base beside San Francisco Bay to New 
York, where he will challenge Terence 
Crawford for the WBO welterweight title 
on Saturday. In a sport with multiple 
world champions, Khan could scarcely 
have picked a tougher opponent, but that 
is the way he likes it. 

Khan has seldom shied away from a 
challenge. Three years ago he was 
knocked unconscious by Saul ‘Canelo’ 
Alvarez in Las Vegas in a brave attempt 
to move up two weight divisions to win 
the world middleweight title. 

Crawford (below), an unbeaten three- 
weight world champion, is being framed 
as a similar unwinnable task. Since this 
fight was announced, Khan has spent 
much of his time attempting to convince 
people that he has a chance. 

“A lot of people have been writing me 
off” Khan said. “Everyone is knocking 
me, no one really thinks I can win. But I 
am getting a lot of respect for taking a 
big fight like this and not being afraid. 

“IT want more respect than that. I’m not 
just taking this fight because I’ma tough 
guy, a ballsy guy, I’m taking this fight 
because I know I can win. 

“As long as I am confident in myself 
and I knowI have done everything right, 
that is what matters. I want to show peo- 
ple what I am about. This is a hard fight 
but I know [have the tools to win it.” 

There is a certain symmetry to this 
bout, which takes place at Madison 
Square Garden. Nine years ago Khan 
made his American debut at the Gar- 
den’s theatre, defending his WBA light- 
welterweight title against Paulie 
Malignaggi. Then he was on the way up, 
boxing’s hot young thing, clutching a 
new multi-million pound contract 
with Golden Boy Promotions. , 

Now he fights in the Garden’s 
big arena and faces a 
battle to prove that 
he is not on the 
way down. 

“The Malig- 
naggi fight 
seems a long 
time ago,” Khan 
said. “It was the fight where 
I introduced myself to Amer- 
ica, it was a great time. Iremem- 
ber every fight, but I never really 
think about the memories around 
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the fight. I will spend more time thinking 
about those after I have retired — all the 
great venues I have fought in and the big 
names I have fought as well.” 

These days 32 is not old fora boxer. But 
Khan relies on speed and that fades. 
When he was an amateur, making the 
nation sit up as he won an Olympic silver 
medal aged 17, his punch output was so 
frenetic, he would overwhelm oppo- 
nents so he hardly had to worry 
about what they threw back. 

It was a style that was storing up 

problems for the future, though. 
Over 12 rounds as a profes- 
. sional, opponents 

~) could suck it up and 
wait for an opening. 
Danny Garcia cre- 
ated the blue- 
print to 
beating 
Khan, in 
the Eng- 
lishman’s 
second- 
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last world title fight in 2012. Garcia took 
a pounding early on, but found one big 
left hook to turn things around. 

The key to a Khan success is patience, 
something that has been drilled into him 
by Virgil Hunter, who is back as Khan’s 
trainer having missed his past two fights 
through ill health. 

“Crawford is patient, he picks his shots 
very well,” Khan said. “It’s a perfect style 
for me, it could be like a game of chess. 
It could be avery technical fight. But he’s 
very dangerous. I know I have got to be 
on my A-game all of the time. 

“I’m wiser now. You can’t make any 
mistakes, because it is such a long fight. 
They can figure you out and get shots in. 
It’s about picking the right shots at the 
right time. People rate him as the No1 
pound for pound. I know what he has 
done, I know who he has beaten and I 
knowwhat Ihave to do to get to this level. 
I feel sharp and I feel ready.” 

When he first turned professional, 
Khan talked of retiring in his mid-20s. 
But the lure of the big stage keeps draw- 
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defeats for Amir 
Khan in his past 
10 fights while his 
Opponent Terence 
Crawford is 
unbeaten in 34. 


14% 


knockout rate for 
the heavy hitting 
Crawford — Khan 
has stopped 

54 per cent of 

his opponents. 


9 


of Khan’s past seven 
fights have gone the 
distance while 
Crawford has been 
taken to the judges 
once in his last nine. 





Skip, skip 

hooray: Amir 
Khan prepares for 
Saturday’s fight in 
New York against 
Terence Crawford 


ing him back. “I’ve got one or two grey 
hairs now,” he said. “But I’m still doing 
it because I love it so much. Wherever I 
go, people knowwho Iam and it is amaz- 
ing to be in that position. 

“This is probably my last year, any fight 
now could be my last. Iam getting older, 
I shouldn't be taking unnecessary pun- 
ishment. I wanted a fight where I could 
prove myself. I just felt Ineeded to prove 
myself one more time. It would eat me 
up if I didn’t win a world title again.” 

He has other responsibilities, too, 
including two daughters. “My daughter 
[Lamaisah] was on the plane to New York 
telling everybody, ‘My daddy’s a boxer, 
he’s going to win his big fight in New 
York’” Khan said. “My daughter is my 
biggest fan, she is always behind me.” 


@ Amir Khan challenges undefeated 
Terence Crawford for the WBO 
world welterweight title, live on 

BT Sport Box Office on Saturday. 
For more information, go to 
bt.com/btsportboxoffice. 
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Forgive Aussie 
duo — Woakes 


CRICKET 
Chris Stocks 





CHRIS WOAKES says it is time to 
forgive David Warner and Steve 
Smith as they return for Australia 
from their 
ball-tamper- 
ing bans. 

The dis- 
graced pair 
were named 
in Australia’s 
squad for this 
summer’s 
World Cup in 
England following the end of their 
year-long bans for their part in the 
“sandpapergate” scandal during last 
year’s Cape Town Test against South 
Africa. 

Woakes, speaking at the launch of 
the ICC and UNICEF's One Day 4 
Children partnership, said: “Players 
of the quality of Warner and Smith, 
I think they’d have been silly not to 
include them. What they did wasn’t 
great for the game but a year out of 
cricket is a long time. I think you 
have to learn to forgive and they've 
done their time. I hope they let their 
cricket do the talking” 

Woakes is expected to be named 
in England’s 15-man World Cup 
squad tomorrow. 








Tiger earnings to 


‘go Stratospheric’ 


GOLF 
Simon Collings 





TIGER WOODS will become the 
best-paid sportsman in terms of 
sponsorship and endorsements 
over the next 
five years 
after his 
dramatic 
Masters win. 

That is 
according to 
sports 
marketing 
consultant 
Nigel Currie, who believes Woods’ 
earnings will soar to “a new level” 
following his first Major triumph in 
11 years. The 43-year-old (above) 
has a Nike contract estimated to be 
$20million a year (£15.2m) but that 
could double with fresh terms. 

“He is going to be the Nol sports 
star for off-pitch earnings for the 
next five years,” Currie told 
Standard Sport. “The potential is 
enormous because there is no 
bigger individual sports star. 

“He is fit, his personal life seems 
to be sorted and he is going to go 
stratospheric in terms of his 
potential earnings.” 
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Solskjaer calls on his front 


Goal focus: 
Manchester 
United’s Paul 
Pogba, Romelu 
Lukaku and 
Anthony Martial 
will all be hoping 
to find the target 
in Barcelona 


UNITED HAVE LEFT 
THEMSELVES T00 
MUCH TODO 





SMARTS SAY 


aaa 
aU 


6/4 


BARCELONA TO 
WIN TO NIL 


(Odds subject to change) 
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men for a repeat of history 


BARCELONA (1) v MAN UTD (0) 
(Champions League quarter-final 2nd leg, 
8pm, Nou Camp, BT Sport 2) 


James Robson in Barcelona 





OLE GUNNAR SOLSKJAER describes 
it as the ‘$100million question’ — and 
it could cost a lot more than that to 
resolve the key issue facing Manchester 
United tonight. 

Just where will the goals come from 
to overturn a 1-0 deficit to Barcelonain 
the second leg of their Champions 
League quarter-final? 

United head to the Nou Camp on the 
back of arun of just six goals in as many 
games, including four defeats. 

Against Barca at Old Trafford last 
week they failed to register a single shot 
on target. Solskjaer (right) inherited a 
disjointed attack — and despite encour- 
aging signs of improvement for Marcus 
Rashford and Romelu Lukaku, United’s 
limitations up front have been exposed 
in recent matches. 

At least one forward will be sought 
this summer, with Jadon Sancho the top 
target and Callum Hudson-Odoi also 
being tracked. But Solskjaer needs more 
consistency from Rashford, Lukaku and 
Anthony Martial ifhe is to have a cutting 
edge capable of turning United back 
into Premier League title contenders. 

That midfielder Paul Pogba is United’s 
leading scorer with 16 goals this season 


Italian police 


JUVENTUS (1) v AJAX (1) 
(Champions League quarter-final 2nd leg, 
8pm, Juventus Stadium, BT Sport 3) 





ITALIAN police are on alert ahead of 
Juventus’s Champions League 
quarter-final second leg after 
stopping 54 Ajax fans on the 
outskirts of Turin last night. 

Police stopped two buses of 
supporters and confiscated knives, 
fireworks, pepper spray, flares, a 
hammer and a baton. 

Supporters from both sides clashed 


is telling — particularly with eight of his 
total coming from the penalty spot. 
Lukaku, Rashford and Martial have 40 
between them. 

Compare that to Manchester City’s 
Sergio Aguero, Raheem Sterling and 
Gabriel Jesus, who have a combined 69 
goals. Or Liverpool’s front three of Mo 
Salah, Sadio Mane and Roberto Firmino, 
who have struck 58 as a collective. 

Solskjaer’s blunt admission that he 
does not know where the goals will 
come from tonight is a measure of 
his concerns about his attack. 

“That’s the $100million question,” he 


said. “Who can score them? That’s why 


the best strikers are the most expensive 
ones. We had acouple of decent chances 
(in the first leg), but when you can’t 
work the goalkeeper, you can’t score. 
We knowwe'll create chances, we have 

a goal threat, it’s about taking a deep 
breath and taking those chances. 

“We need to score goals and if it’s 
Rom, Jesse (Lingard), Alexis (Sanchez), 
Marcus — we need big performances. 
Whoever starts, we want to see some 
good form. We weren’t good enough 
against them.” 

Given it is 20 years since Solskjaer’s 
famous late strike at the Nou Camp 
against Bayern Munich handed United 
the Treble and earned him immortality, 
much of the pre-match talk has been 
about that 2-1 win. What chance former 


before last Wednesday’s first leg, 
which finished 1-1. Water cannons 
were used in Amsterdam and more 
than 100 fans were arrested. 

Minister of the Interior Matteo 
Salvini tweeted: “We're fighting 
against every type of violence inside 
and outside stadiums. Certain 
delinquents should never step foot 
in a football ground again.” 

Salvini added that the fans will be 
led away to the border. 

Meanwhile, Juve boss Massimiliano 
Allegri is ready to welcome back 











On target again: 
Cristiano Ronaldo 
scored in Holland 


Barcelona 4-3-3 
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Barcelona striker Alexis Sanchez, who 
has recovered from a knee injury and 
is expected to start from the bench, 
emulating his manager tonight? 

Solskjaer added: “Of course for Alexis 
wants to prove a point for us as well. 
He’s been injured — he’s not had a fan- 
tastic season so far — so let’s hope he 
can end the season great. 

“We're in the business end, playing 
games Manchester United are used to 
playing. Let’s hope Alexis can be happy 


with his performance.” 


Cristiano Ronaldo after he was 
rested for Saturday’s 2-1 defeat at 
SPAL. 

Ronaldo, 34, scored his 25th goal of 
the season in Amsterdam and Allegri 
said: “Cristiano has extraordinary 
quality. In certain moments he 
becomes an unstoppable player and 
you can see it on his face.” 

Juve’s Mario Mandzukic will miss 
the game with a knee injury, while 
Ajax hope Frenkie de Jong, who 
injured his hamstring on Saturday, 
will be fit to play. 











Coverage in association with a* betfair | S po rt 


Tonykivans ~_ 


© @tonyevans92a 


S 
4 








Pep knows he must 
rule kurope... other 
trophies are trinkets 


THE pressure 
is on Pep 
Guardiola. The 
Catalan is 
indisputably one of the 
game’s best managers but 
expectations are high at 
Manchester City. 

He was brought to 
England to win the 
Champions League and all 
other trophies are mere 
trinkets if City do not 
conquer Europe. 

Tottenham can put a dent 
in Guardiola’s season 
tomorrow night. If Mauricio 
Pochettino’s side can 
translate their 1-0 first-leg 
lead into victory in the 
quarter-finals of the 
continent’s most 
prestigious competition, 
even winning the Premier 
League will be scant 
consolation for some at 
the Etihad. 

Throughout his career, 
Guardiola (below) has 
worked with 
players of the 
highest 
calibre. This 
should not 
be used to 
demean the 
scale of his 
achievements. 

Managing 
groups of 
superstars requires skills 
that few coaches can 
command. It does mean, 
however, that demands are 
loftier. A treble of domestic 
trophies would bea 
fantastic feat but, in City’s 
boardroom and in Abu 
Dhabi, the real object of 
desire is European success. 

City’s Champions League 
progress under Guardiola 
has been disappointing. In 
his first campaign, they 
were edged out on away 
goals in the last 16 by 
Monaco. They allowed the 
French side to score three 
at the Etihad. 

Last year, they froze at 
Liverpool and self- 
destructed in the return leg 
after looking well set to claw 
back the three-goal deficit. 

Guardiola lost his 
composure and was sent to 
the stands at half-time. City 
fell apart in the second half. 
Will they be better prepared 
to cope tomorrow? 

By contrast, the game isa 
free hit for Pochettino. If 
Tottenham advance to the 
semi-finals it would not 








quite be a shock but, a little 
like Liverpool’s run to Kiev 
last year, it would be an 
unexpected bonus. 

City are good, that is 
beyond doubt. They pass 
the ball with mesmerising 
precision and can destroy 
opponents with lightning 
speed. Yet, there are times 
when minds appear to 
wander. They switch off 
before the game is won and 
allow inferior opponents to 
hang around and give 
themselves a chance. 

Observers compare 
passages of play when they 
knock the ball about to 
training games. City 
become so comfortable that 
their focus seems to drift. 

It is remarkable that 
Guardiola’s last Champions 
League win was eight years 
ago. That is a long time for a 
manager in charge of 
Barcelona, Bayern Munich 
and City, even taking into 

account his year’s 

sabbatical after he 
left the Nou Camp 
in 2012. 

For this group 
players time 
might be 

running out, too. 

Fernandinho, 
David Silva and 

Vincent Kompany are 

33. Sergio Aguero is three 
years younger but 
beginning to look like he 
has more miles on the clock 
than a 30-year-old should 
have. None are anywhere 
near finished but in a year’s 
time their powers may be 
on the wane. 

It will be tough for Spurs 
but, as they showed last 
week, City are not 
unbeatable. 

It was hard to judge their 
state of readiness in their 
4-0 win over Huddersfield 
because the opposition 
were so poor but the team 
went about their business 
with a mean-eyed 
efficiency. Afterwards there 
was a confident and relaxed 
air around the ground that 
has not always been evident 
before big games. 

Pochettino had the easy 
demeanour of a man witha 
plan. It will be a big night 
for Spurs but it is even 
bigger for City. Guardiola’s 
greatness is not in doubt 
but this is the stage on 
which his bosses want him 
to underline his status. 
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Napoli will take 


heart if Emery 





struggles for 





control like this 





Arsenal win takes them fourth but tactical 
flaws away from home are exposed again 


James 
Olley 


at Vicarage Road 


“ 


Si 
= hh 
Watford 


Arsenal 
Aubameyang 10 


= O 





DEFENDING leads is the order of the 
week for Arsenal, but despite winning 
at Watford they are surely going to need 
a better performance than this at Napoli 
on Thursday. 

Results are paramount at this stage of 
the campaign and Unai Emerywill take 
heart from a series of firsts: a clean 
sheet away from home in the Premier 
League, a win against a top-half side on 
the road and Pierre-Emerick Aubam- 
eyang getting on the scoresheet outside 
Emirates Stadium in 2019. 

Winning ugly is something Arsenal 
have needed to do more often, but the 
sight of them hanging on grimly for three 
points at Vicarage Road did little to sug- 
gest this was a turning point to end long- 
held concerns about their durability. 

Watford had a man fewer for 79 
minutes following Troy Deeney’s 11th- 
minute red card for an ill-conceived 
attempt to test Lucas Torreira’s appetite 
for the fight. Javi Gracia’s side were 
already 1-0 down after Ben Foster dallied 
in possession almost on the goal-line, 
allowing Aubameyang to deflect his 
attempted clearance into the net. 

The conditions could barely have been 
more favourable to see out the game 
comfortably enough, yet Craig Cathcart 
hit the post via the first of two excellent 
Bernd Leno saves, the second from 
Etienne Capoue’s free-kick, before 
Adam Masina struck the crossbar and 
substitute Ainsley Maitland-Niles 
produced a brilliant goal-line block to 
deny Andre Gray. 

Watford did everything but score. 


Combat racism by closing Stands not stadiums, insists 





Simon Collings 


WATFORD defender Christian 
Kabasele has called on football 
authorities to close specific stands in 
stadiums to combat racism. 

Kabasele was one of a number of 
Watford players to receive racist 
abuse online last week, with captain 
Troy Deeney and Adrian Mariappa 
also targeted. 

The incidents were just the latest 
examples of abuse taking place in 
English football this season, with 
players being targeted in stadiums as 
well. And last month England players 
were subjected to monkey chants in 





Premier League 

W DL F A Pts 
Liverpool a C/A n/a OSS) 
Man City SS ee COM 22S 
Tottenham 33 22 1 10 64 34 67 
Arsenal 33 20 6 7 66 40 66 
Chelsea 34 20 6 8 57 36 66 
Man Utd 33 19 7 7 63 44 64 
Leicester 34 14 5 15 46 45 47 
Wolves 33 13 8 12 41 42 47 
Everton 34 13 7 14 46 44 46 
Watford 33 13 7 13 47 48 46 
West Ham 34 12 6 16 42 52 42 
Bournemouth 34 12 5 17 49 61 41 
Crystal Palace 34 11 6 17 40 46 39 
Burnley 34 1 6 17 42 60 39 
Newcastle 34 10 8 16 32 43 38 
Southampton 33 9 9 15 39 54 36 
Brighton 32 9 6 17 32 51 33 
Cardiff B38 S 4 21286328 
Fulham (R) 34 5 5 24 32 7 20 
Huddersfield (R) SARS 2 Onl OO 4. 





Arsenal missed chances of their own to 
kill the game off, most notably Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan side-footing goalwards 12 
minutes into the second half, only for 
Foster to partly redeem himself with a 
smart stop. 

Arsenal cannot be this inefficient at 
both ends of the pitch at the San Paolo 
Stadium, even if they travel to Italy with 
a two-goal advantage and a little more 
self-belief after securing a result which 
takes them back into the top four on 
goal difference. 

Emery is much more pro-active than 
Arsene Wenger was in reacting to mid- 
match issues and Arsenal’s increased 
tactical flexibility is generally awelcome 
contrast to the predictable line-ups of 
recent seasons. 

But in searching for greater control 
— against 10 men, remember — Emery 
proved he is still uncertain of the right 
personnel and tactics in difficult 
moments away from home. 

In fairness, that may come when he 
has another transfer window to further 
reshape the squad in his own image. 
There will be several changes again 
on Thursday, with Sokratis Papastath- 
opoulos available in between his two- 
game domestic suspension, while 





Montenegro, after which Manchester 
City forward Raheem Sterling was 
among those to speak out. Kabasele 





Maitland-Niles, Petr Cech and Alexan- 
dre Lacazette are likely to return to the 
starting line-up. 

But Napoli will have seen Emery 
scrambling for solidity here and believe 
a comeback is not beyond them. 

Mesut Ozil replaced Torreira at half- 


time. Just before the hour mark, Matteo 
Guendouzi was introduced for Konstan- 
tinos Mavropanos, who made his first 
start since May last year and proved he 
is not yet ready for regular first-team 
action. That change prompted a shift 
from 4-2-3-1 to 3-4-2-1, a system which 





DOWN TO THE WIRE RACE FOR THE TOP FOUR 


SPURS 67pts ARSENAL 66pts 
Sat v Man City (A) Sun v C Palace (H) 
Apr 23 v Brighton(H) | Apr24v Wolves (A) 
Apr 27 v W Ham (H) Apr 29 v Leicester (A) 
May 6 v B’mouth (A) May 4 v Brighton (H) 
May 12 v Everton (H) May 12 v Burnley (A) 


Challenge: 
Christian 
Kabasele with 
Arsenal keeper 
Bernd Leno last 
night 





praised Sterling for having the 
courage to do so and the Watford 
centre-back has now called on 


CHELSEA 66pts MAN UTD 64pts 
Apr 22 v Burnley (H) Sun v Everton (A) 
Apr 28 v Man Utd(A) | Apr24v Man City (H) 
May 4 v Watford (H) Apr 28 v Chelsea (H) 
May 12 v Leicester (A) | May5vHudd’fld (A) 


May 12 v Cardiff (H) 


football authorities to tackle the 
problem by closing certain stands in 
stadiums, instead of forcing matches 
to be played completely behind 
closed doors. 

He said: “Over the past few weeks 
or months the incidents seem to 
have been increasing and I believe 
nowit’s all about picking the right 
punishment. Until this is done this 
kind of thing will keep increasing. 

“The simple solution would be 
closing the stand from where certain 
noises come, because I don’t think it 
is everybody in the stadium who 
does it. Maybe this would encourage 
people in the stadium to tell anybody 





CEPR tet OAR REM aN 


featured Mkhitaryan as an awkward 
right wing-back and lasted precisely nine 
minutes before Emery reverted to aback 
four. Maitland-Niles replaced Ramsey, a 
decision booed by a small section of 
Arsenal’s travelling support. 

“First, I decided to change Torreira 
because after the red card the atmos- 
phere was against him,” said Emery 
(right). “Also the doctor said to me he 
had a bit of pain [in his leg] and I 
decided ‘Okay, it’s the moment’. 

“We were playing with the same 
system, 4-2-3-1, with Ramsey and 
[Granit] Xhaka coming closer to the 
play and Mesut like a No10. We weren't 
controlling the match like I wanted and 


Kabasele 


near to them to stop, because they 
want to be able to come back to the 
next game in two weeks. 

“The best way to fight this is to keep 
speaking about this loud and clear 
and to be proud about who we are. 

“Twas so pleased when Raheem 
said what he said because he’s a top 
player and he’s a big star in England, 
so when a guy like this speaks it 
gives more and more strength to 
fight this. 

“It is so important to try and 
educate people as much as possible, 
especially children so that we can try 
to avoid these problems in the 
future.” 
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Lucky strike: 
Aubameyang 
pounces on 
Foster’s error 
to score 
moments 


before 
Dyr=taT=yY 
(right) saw 
red after 
making 


contact with 
Torreira 




































But really I 
didn’t make 
the right 
decision on 
the pitch... 
there was 
anxiety in 
our team 
Unai Emery 


ACROSS 30 Sever (3) 8 Pact (6) 

1 Esteem (6) 32 Discourteous (4) 13 Loud (7) 

5 Sage (6) 33 Foundation(5) 15 Seer (5) 

9 Bequeath(5) 35 Seem (6) 16 Shelf (5) 

10 Rush (6) 36 Snuggle (6) 18 Command (5) 
11 Mob (6) 37 Anchor (5) 19 Pleasant (5) 
12 Truck (5) 38 Pitched (e) 21 Expire (3) 
14 Bucket (4) 39 Emanate (6) 22 Skill (3) 

17 Ballad (3) DOWN 24 Channel (6) 
18 Eject (4) 1 Take (6) 25 Uproar (6) 
20 Harmonised (5) 2 Border (6) 27 Gambler (6) 
22 Display (5) 3 Spool (4) 28 Erase (6) 
23 Reject (7) 4 Enlist (5) 30 Nursed (5) 
24 Swell (5) 5 Apologetic(5) 31 Tint (5) 

26 Lukewarm(5) 6 Off (4) 33 Cook (4) 
29 Loyal (4) 7 Bower (6) 34 Appear (4) 
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Iwas thinking playing with three centre- 
backs can be enough with our build-up 
and we use one player in the middle, like 
Matteo, helping with Xhaka, Aaron and 
Mesut, to make the superiority in the 
midfield more clear. 


“But really I didn’t make the right 


decision on the pitch. We didn’t have 
the control I wanted. After I changed to 
the 4-2-3-1 with Ainsley. Above all, the 
anxiety was in our team because in the 
second half they can take some 
moments, the possibility to score in set 
pieces and second actions.” 


No manager gets every decision right, 


but Emery’s admission confirms 
Arsenal’s game management remains 
a work in progress. It is, of course, a 
problem that pre-dates his arrival and 
Emery should not abandon that willing- 
ness to make dynamic alterations. 


But he made a similar error when play- 


ing against 10 men as Rennes ran riot in 
the away leg of their last-16 Euro tie, 
compounding their man disadvantage 
in France by playing Mkhitaryan as a 
right-sided defender, something Watford 


also quickly latched on to, targeting that 
flank with angled long passes before 
Emery intervened again. 
Holding a two-goal lead is a healthy 

position for any side to be in going 
into the second leg of a European 
quarter-final. Then again, nothing 
with Arsenal is ever that simple. 


A) NAPOLI 
SAY TO BEAT 





IT’LL GO 
DOWN T0 
THE WIRE 


(Odds subject 
to change) 








Giuseppe Muro 


BARNSLEY have made a formal 
complaint to the FA and the Football 
League about an alleged incident 
between their manager Daniel Stendel 
and Fleetwood boss Joey Barton after 
Saturday’s game between the teams. 

A club statement published today 
read: “This is following an alleged inci- 
dent at the conclusion of the match on 
Saturday, between Joey Barton and 
Daniel Stendel. 

“The club is also currently working 
with the police and assisting with all 
enquiries regarding the incident.” 

Stendel was reportedly left with 
facial injuries at the end of Fleetwood’s 
4-2 defeat by Barnsley at Oakwell. 

Stendel reportedly gave police his 
account of the matter yesterday. It is 
not yet known whether wishes the 
German to press charges. 
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Business as usual: Fleetwood boss 
Joey Barton took training today 


Barton arrived at the Fleetwood 
training ground this morning to take 
training after he and the players had 
yesterday off. 

The FA have now received referee 
Seb Stockbridge’s report and it does 


QPR to start on training base 








Simon Collings 


QPR expect to begin construction 
on their new training ground at 
Warren Farm as early as next 
month. 

The club currently share training 
facilities at the Imperial College 
Sports Ground in Harlington and 
have been looking to move to the 
new site in Hanwell for several 
years. 

Initial plans had been for the new 
training ground there to be ready 
for the start of the 2013/14 season. 
Planning permission and other 
obstacles delayed that, but work is 
now finally set to begin next month. 

Residents in the surrounding area 
to the new base, which will 


reportedly cost around £30million, 
have been notified that 
construction is about to begin. This 
will initially involve demolition 
work before the ground is levelled 
so work can begin in earnest. 

Anew training base is viewed as a 
major step forward for the club as it 
will bring first-team and academy 
facilities together. 

Acommunity facility there will 
include up to 11 grass pitches, three 
cricket squares, changing rooms 
and access to an indoor 3G pitch. 

QPR will operate and maintain the 
new site, paying all operating costs 
relating to the community facilities. 

The club will also deliver a 
community sports plan, which will 
be agreed each year with Ealing 
Council, in line with their sport 
strategy. 





make reference to an alleged tunnel 
altercation. English football’s govern- 
ing body are liaising with South York- 
shire Police but will seek to speak to 
those involved as part of their own 
separate investigation. 

Barnsley forward Cauley Woodrow 
said in a later deleted tweet that Sten- 
del had been “physically assaulted” 
and left with “blood pouring from his 
face”. Video footage appeared to show 
Barton being prevented from leaving 
the ground by a police officer. 

A South Yorkshire Police statement 
read: “This incident will be thoroughly 
investigated.” 

Barton, 36, took charge for his first 
job in management at Fleetwood last 
June and has led his side to 11th place 
in League One. 

As a player, he won one England cap 
and played for seven clubs, including 
Manchester City and QPR. 


Reds to ban fan 
who threw flare 


LIVERPOOL have vowed to ban a fan 
who threw a flare which left a nine- 
year-old Chelsea fan needing medical 
attention. 

A flare was thrown from the top 
stand of the Anfield Road End into the 
away supporters’ section below after 
Sadio Mane’s second-half goal during 
Liverpool’s 2-0 Premier League win on 
Sunday. 

The flare landed among Chelsea 
supporters and a boy is understood 
to have suffered a panic attack. He 
was treated by St John Ambulance. 
Police are now investigating to try to 
determine who threw the flare and a 
Liverpool spokesman said: “Any 
person found to have committed 
this offence will be banned from our 
ground.” 

Simon Collings 


Spurs can rule Europe, claims Ronaldinho 





Giuseppe Muro 


TOTTENHAM have been tipped to win 
this season’s Champions League by 
Brazil great Ronaldinho. 

Spurs were longshots at the outset 
but head into the second leg of their 
quarter-final against Manchester City 
tomorrow night knowing a clean 
sheet will earn them a place in the 
last four, following their 1-0 victory at 
home last week. 

Mauricio Pochettino was today 
deciding whether to take Dele Alli 
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(below), who suffered a broken hand 
against City, and Harry Winks, who 
has a groin injury, for the show- 

down at Etihad Stadium. 

Few would make Spurs 
favourites to lift the trophy 
yet Ronaldinho — who did 
so with Barcelona in 2006 
— has been impressed by 
their progress. 

He said: “Why can’t Spurs 
win the Champions League? 
Because they don’t have the history in 
the competition or because they have 
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Evening Standard 


never won it before? Every team who 
has won the Champions League had 
to win it for the first time once. 
Their result against Man- 
chester City, who are one of 
the best teams and have 
some of the best players 
in the competition, 
showed that they can com- 
pete with the best.” 
He told the Daily Star: “At 
this stage they will believe they 
can go all the way — and if they play as 
they can then maybe they will.” 


































































Fill the grid with the numbers 1 to 9 so that 
each row, column and 3 x3 block contains 
the numbers 1to 9. 








Terms apply see standard.co.uk/escapes. Promoter: Secret Escapes. 


Evening Standard incorporating the Evening News, published by Evening Standard Ltd., 
Northcliffe House, London, W8 5TT (020 3367 7000). Printed by Newsprinters 
(Broxbourne) Ltd., Great Cambridge Road, Waltham Cross, Herts. EN8 8DY Red 
© Evening Standard Ltd. 2019. 56,074. Newspapers Support Recycling. 
The recycled paper content of UK newspapers in 2018 was 69.2%. Copies of the paper 
ONDO 


returned to Evening Standard are recycled by RRS London Waste Papers Ltd.. LONDON 


50 TUESDAY 16 APRIL 2019 EVENING STANDARD 


Standard 
Sport... 


TOP-FOUR SPOT 
IS OUR PRIORITY, 
INSISTS XHAKA 


}) ARSENAL MIDFIELDER WANTS CLUB TO SECURE PLACE IN 
ELITE EURO COMPETITION THROUGH LEAGUE, NOT FINAL 










w PRESSURE NOW ON PEP TO 
$ PROVE JUST HOW GOOD HE IS 


TONY EVANS COLUMN 
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CAN POGBA SPARK 
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Barcelona v Manchester United att uW) 





FOOTBALL 


Simon Collings 
at Vicarage Road 





GRANIT XHAKA is willing to sacrifice 
Europa League glory if it means Arsenal 
finish in the top four of the Premier 
League. 

The Gunners jumped back into fourth 
place last night thanks to a 1-0 victory 
at Watford, secured by Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang’s 10th-minute goal after 
he charged down goalkeeper Ben 
Foster’s attempted clearance. 

Arsenal now sit ahead of fifth-placed 
Chelsea on goal difference but, with a 
game in hand on the Blues, are in the 
driving seat to secure a top-four finish 
with five matches to go. That would 
mean a return to the Champions 
League next season for Unai Emery’s 
side, but they can also achieve that by 
winning the Europa League. 

Arsenal travel to Napoli with a 2-0 lead 
for the second leg of their quarter-final 
on Thursday, but Xhaka insists finishing 
in the top four of the Premier League is 
the priority. 

“T think we want to stay in the top four 
— we want to be back in the Champions 


MESSI WILL END 





Believer: Granit Xhaka i is desperate 
to be back in the Champions League 


League,” said the Swiss. “For me, the 
Premier League is first and after if you 
can go to the final and take the Europa 
League, of course, it is nice as well, but 
for us it is the Premier League first. 

“We are now in fourth place — two 
points over [Manchester] United, one 
game less than Chelsea and one point 
behind Tottenham — and they play 
against Manchester City this weekend. 
This can be a big weekend for us.” 

Last night was a first clean sheet away 
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HE’S SCORED 
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from home in the Premier League this 
season for Emery’s side and Xhaka 
believes the win at Vicarage Road has 
taught them the mentality required on 
their travels. 

“I think we need different character 
away,” he said. “It is not always easy to 
play away, we have to take the duels, we 
have to win the duels, and you can see 
if you do that you can win the game. 

“I don’t care if we win 1-0 or 6-0 — it 
is the same three points. For me, it is 
better if you play like this and you win 
than when we have played away and 
played better games but not taken the 
three points.” 

Meanwhile, Watford were today 
considering whether to appeal against 
the red card shown to Troy Deeney in 
the early stages of last night’s match. 

Deeney was dismissed when his 
flailing arm connected with Lucas 
Torreira’s face. The Hornets captain 
was furious with the decision and 
argued with Arsenal players before 
leaving the pitch, although it is not 
thought the FA will punish him further 
for his behaviour. 
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Hennessey accused of 
ignorance over Nazism 





Giuseppe Muro 


WAYNE HENNESSEY has been 
accused of “lamentable” ignorance in 
the written reasons given for clearing 
him of making a “Nazi salute”. 

The Crystal Palace goalkeeper, 32, 
had an FA charge of bringing the game 
into disrepute dismissed on April 4 by 
an independent regulatory commis- 
sion. 

He had been pictured on the Insta- 
gram account of team-mate Max Meyer 
in January, making what appeared to 
be an offensive gesture. 

Hennessey’s explanation — that he 
had made the gesture to try to attract 
the attention of a waiter while with 
team-mates in a restaurant — was 
accepted by a majority of the three- 
strong regulatory commission. 

However, in their conclusions, the 
commission wrote: “Mr Hennessey 
categorically denied that he was giving 


a Nazi salute. Indeed, from the outset 
he said that he did not even know what 
one was. 

“Improbable as that may seem to 
those of us of an older generation, we 
do not reject that assertion as untrue. 
In fact, when cross-examined about 
this Mr Hennessey displayed a very 
considerable — one might even say 
lamentable — degree of ignorance 
about anything to do with Hitler, 
Fascism and the Nazi regime. 

“Regrettable though it may be that 
anyone should be unaware of so impor- 
tant a part of our own and world his- 
tory, we do not feel we should therefore 
find he was not telling the truth about 
this. 

“All we would say (at the risk of 
sounding patronising) is that Mr Hen- 
nessey would be well advised to famil- 
iarise himself with events which 
continue to have great significance to 
those who live in a free country.” 





Vunipola warned after backing Folau 


RUGBY UNION 
Simon Collings 





BILLY VUNIPOLA was today given an 
official warning by the RFU after the 
England forward defended a social 
media post by Israel Folau in which the 
full-back said “hell awaits” gay people. 

Vunipola appeared to show support 
for the Australia player by posting a mes- 
sage on Instagram last Friday in which 
he wrote: “Man was made for woman to 
pro create... that was the goal, no?” 

The No8 was warned about his future 
conduct by club side Saracens yesterday 
and now the RFU have issued him with 


HOME OF THE MON 


a formal warning, too. The warning will 
remain on Vunipola’s account for five 
years and could be taken into consid- 
eration should future offences occur. 

An RFU statement said the 26-year- 
old had expressed “genuine regret” 
during a meeting in which he also 
explained that his comments were 
never meant to cause hurt or offence. 

The statement added: “He has been 
reminded of his responsibilities as an 
England player and as an ambassador 
for the game, which values inclusivity 
and respect.” 

Folau yesterday had his Rugby 
Australia contract terminated. 
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Place a pre match single bet of up to £10 on Barcelona v Man Utd on 16th April and if Messi scores (within 90 mins), get your money back as a free bet. Applies to First Goalscorer, Last Goalscorer, Anytime 
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